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Editorial

Dear Colleagues and Readers

| am so glad to present Volume 2, Issue 4 of the International Journal of Humanities and
Cultural Sudies (IJHCS). This eighth issue is of special importance as it is published just few days
after the journal was indexed in Thompson Reuters:. the first international indexing data base. This
opens news publishing horizons and academic avenues for the IJHCS. It, equally, imposes news
challenges and objectives. Moreover, from this issue on, the IJHCS has moved to its more advanced
and technically rich website through the use of the popular Open Journal System.

The journal keeps faith in multidisciplinary perspective. Articles published in thisissue, reflect
different theoretical and applied concerns in humanities, cultural studies, management, linguistic
studies among other disciplines. As a matter of fact, this new issue includes works of the research
scholars from different countries which reflected the international nature and scope of the journal.

As usual, | sincerely thank our respected authors for selecting the IJHCS, our reviewers for
reviewing the selected articles for this issue and the Administrative Board for its contribution to
helping the IJHCS achieve this success. Next issue will be published in June 2016 and your valuable
contributions are welcome till 20 May 2016.

With Best Regards,
Dr. Hassen Zriba

Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Humanities and Cultural Studies (IJHCS)
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A Morpho-Syntactic Analysis of Adverbsin Standard Yoruba

FolGké BolaAlé Adékéye
Department of Linguistics & Nigerian Languages
University of llorin, llorin, Nigeria
bolanleadekeye@yahoo.com

Michael A. Abiddun
Department of Linguistics & Nigerian Languages
Ekiti State University, Ado-Ekiti, Nigeria
dramaabiodun@yahoo.com

Abstract

The adverb is one of the five commonly accepted lexical classes established in the standard
Yorubéa language. Recently, controversies started to emerge on whether the adverb exists as a
lexical class in the language and what items its members are. Some items classified as its
members are varioudly classified by different scholars (Awdébulayi 1978, Bamgboyeé 1967, 1990,
Odétokun 1998, among others). There is no consensus yet despite the various studies. This is why
we want to look deeper into the so-called class of adverbs using the morpho-syntactic approach
of the minimalist theory of Radford (1999). The morpho-syntactic approach we are employing
here is suggested by Radford (1999:38) as the evidence for postulating that words belong to
lexical categories. We look at the morphological process of the two lexical classes over which
there are no controversies, noun and verb. We find out that the adverb has no morphological
process by which its members can be derived in the language like the classes of noun and verb.
Syntactically, the members classified together as a class of adverb have nothing in common for
them to be grouped together asa lexical class. The paper concludes that adverb is not one of the
lexical classes attested in standard Yoruba.

Keywords: M or pho-Syntax, Adver b, Lexical, Categories, Analysis.

http://www.ijhcs.com/index.php/ijhcsindex Page 1



Volume 2 Issue4

March 2016

I ntroduction

Adverb is one of the lexica categories established by most Y oruba language scholars, (Bowen
1858, Delano 1958, Bamgboyé 1967, Ogunbdwalé 1970, Awobultyi 1978, Odétokun 1998,
Yusuf 1995); all of them establish that adverb is a lexical class like noun and verb. They define
the category as one that is used to modify verbs and they identify pre-verbal, post-verbal and
sentence final adverbs.

One very important observation is that a number of words classified as adverbs are variousy
classified into some other classes, and the words so classified do not also share morpho-syntactic
features as members of classes like noun and verb share. Apart from the two problems
mentioned, scholars are not consistent on the criteria for categorizing the words that should be
called adverbs.

The present paper examines the group of words under the lexical category called adverb as
established by earlier scholars to determine the validity of their claim that such a category exists
in Yorub& This re-examination is against the backdrop of the Minimalist Programme (MP) that
says that morpho-syntactic considerations are the most relevant in the categorization of lexical
items, (Radford 1999:38). This work is designed to test morph-syntactic properties of the words
grouped as adverbs so as to see the empirical need or otherwise of identifying a class of adverbs
in standard Y oruba.

Adverbsin the Yorubaliterature

The class of adverbs fallsinto three groupsin the literature: pre-verbal adverb, post-verbal, and
sentence final adverbs. Each of these groups is discussed below.
Pre-verbal Adverbs

Preverbal adverbs are those groups of words that occur before a verb as a modifier of such
verb. They include the underlined in the following examples:
1(a) Adémaaltni dla

Adé will go on morrow ‘Adé will go tomorrow.’
(b)  Ayd mb- n-md ye béé.
Ayoé intentionally do so ‘Ay6 intentionally did so.’

(©) Mo maakukud sun.
| will rather leep. ‘I will rather sleep.’
Awdbultyi (1978, pp. 68-69) has about fifty items in this group as they include the ones
underlined in (1) above, and a few shown in (2) below:
(2).  yoo (will) papa (still)  baa (evenif)
60 (will) ko (first) ghddé (must)
A (prog marker) koko (first)  saba (bein the habit of)

nii (will/shall not)  tete (quickly) jé (had better)
[é (may/might)si/sin (still)  jaja (finally)

http://www.ijhcs.com/index.php/ijhcsindex Page 2
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Whereas Awobullyi (1978) claims that these are adverbs, Bamgbdyé (1967) classifies them
among verbal groups (tense marker/ helping verbs) in the language.

Post-ver bal Adverbs
Post- verbal adverbs on the other hand are those words that occur after verbs to modify

such verbs. They fall into two groups. The first group is identified in Awaobultyi (1978, p.75).
They include the itemsin (3) below:

(3). ri(ever) saa (invain)
md (any more) rard (at all)
gan-an (realy)
asin:
(3. N 0 mgmu ri.
I NEG drink-wine ever ‘I have never taken wine’

(b). O wulmi gan-an.
It please me much. It pleased me well/redly'
(c). Babanaayeiyé naasaa
Man the do work thevain.  ‘The man did the work in vain.’
(d. Nofémd.
| not want again. I don't want again/ any more.'
(e). Wonoloréara
they not go at all. "They did not go at all.’

The other group of adverbs identified in Bamgboyé (1967, p. 32) includes the items in (4)
below:

(4). daradéara ‘very well’ diédié “little by little’
péré ‘only’ nini 'very white'
pupd  ‘very much’ pétapéta ‘completely’
asin:

(@. O seiyunéadéadaa
she cook yam the well
‘She cooked the yam very well'
(b). O wudmi plpd
it pleased me well
'It pleased me much'

(c). Wén A yeiyé néadiédié.

they PROG do work little-little.

'They are doing the work little by little'
(d). Ayo funfun nini.

cloth white very

‘A snow-white cloth’
(e). Odin kan péré.

‘year one only’.
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Awaobuluyi (1978) puts the items underlined in 4 (a -€) above and many other items classified as
adverbs in the class of noun rather than adverb. His arguments include the fact that they can
function as object of /ni/ asin the examplesin (5) below:

(5). (@ Oll dé ni kigkia
Olt come quickly  “Olu came quickly’
(b). Ojo A se(ni) sta
0j6 PROG do in vain. ‘Ojé is doing it in vain’
(c).Wén A yeiyé naa (ni) diédié.
They PROG do work the little-little
‘They are doing the work steadily’

It is found out that some of these items can be focused like any other noun in the language as in
the examples below:

(d). Diédié ni eku A j¢ awo.
Little- little be rat PROG eat |eather
‘The rat eats the leather gradually’
(e). Déradara ni mo wa.
Goodly be | exist
‘I am very fine’
. PUpd ni ki o bu nind 6bé naa.
Much be WH u take of the soup
“You should take much from the soup’ etc.ne only
'Only one ye

Some of such items can be modified by noun modifiers, asin the sentencesin (6) below:
(6). (a) Woduwddu yii ko yé mi.
Uncoordinated this NEG understand me
‘I do not understand this unruly behaviour’
(b). Kiakiati o se éran waldwo.
quickly that you do it help you.
‘The fact that you did it on time has helped you.’
(©). Weérewere yin yii yo6 k6 baayin
unruly your thiswill put you in trouble
“Your unruly behavior will put you in trouble’

The items highlighted are modifiers to the underlined items in (6) above. Only nouns take such
modifiers in the Yoruba language, yet they are among the items classified as adverbs in the
current grammar.

From the discussions in this section it appears that there is no consensus on the class of the words
grouped as adverbs. One notes the following:
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. The same group of words are classified into two categories, as items
like téte (quickly), kaku (rather), yoo (will), etc are grouped in the
class of adverbsin Awdébultyi (1978) but as verbs (helping verbs) in
Bamgbdyé (1967)
kidkia (quickly), j&é (gently), diédié (little by little) etc are grouped
asadverbsin Bamgbdyé (1990) but as nouns in Awobulayi (1978)

. Thereisno consistency in the criteria used for their classification by
the scholars
. Many of the items grouped as adverbs have nothing in common

morphologically and syntactically that could make them belong to one
natural lexical class like the items classified as noun and verb in the
language.

A Morpho - syntactic Analysis

Morpho — syntactic criteria are those that put into consideration the morphology of words
in a class and the syntactic behavior of such words. Radford (1999, p.38) says in respect of
morpho - syntactic criteriathus:

...the bulk of evidence in support of postulating that words
belong to categories is morpho-syntactic (i.e. morphological
and/or syntactic) in nature. The relevant morphological
evidence relates to the inflectional and derivational properties
of words: inflectional propertiesrelate to different forms of
the same word (e.g. plural form of anoun like cat isformed
by adding the plural inflection +sto form cats), while
derivational properties relate to the processes by which aword
can be used to form a different kind of word by addition of
another morpheme (e.g.by adding the suffix +ness to the
adjective sad, we can form the noun, sadness).

Radford is saying here that words of the same lexical class must have the same
derivational process or that words derived by the same derivational process must belong to the
same lexica class. In other words, a lexical class must be derivable and it must take part in
derivation of members of another lexical class. In view of the above, when we examine the items
(grammatical and lexical though), classified as adverbs in Y oruba we would be able to determine
what the status of the adverb isin the standard Y oruba language.

Though Yoruba is not an inflectional language but it has derivational processes and morphemes
like any other language. Nouns and verbs in Y oruba have these and this is the reason why these
two classes are productive and have innumerable number of itemsin the language.
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Looking at the morphology of the class of words put together as adverbs, one would observe that
unlike the categories of noun and verb, adverb cannot be derived through any morphological
process in the Yoruba language. The language operates mainly the morphological processes of
affixation, reduplication and compounding. These are processes by which nouns are derived asin
the exampl es below:

Prefixation. All Yoruba vowels can be prefixed to verbs in the language to derive new nouns as
in the examplesin (7) below:

7. @. d¢c ‘hunt’ 0+ d¢c > 6d¢ ‘hunter’
(b). so tobringfruit:é+so-> éso ‘fruit’
(c). ye do i+ye 2> iye ‘deed’
(d. to arrange a+to> a0  ‘arrangement’
(). bi tobear 0+bi > obi ‘parent’
(f). Dbé toplead € +bé > ébé ‘plea/ petition” etc.

There are other prefixes which are not single vowels such as 0A+ VP, a +ti + VP, 0+ ni +N asin
the examplesin (8) below:
8. (@. OA +kéwé > d0Akowé ‘author’

(b). OA +tga -> oAtaja ‘a buyer’

(). a+ti+jc—> atijc (ability to eat)

(d). a+ti+sun-> atisun (ability to sleep)

(). o+ni+igi = onigi ‘wood owner/seller’

(f). o+ ni+iyu-> oniyu ‘yam seller/owner

Compounding is another morphological process for deriving new nouns and verbs in Y oruba.
This is a process by which two free morphemes are brought together to derive a new word after
certain phonologica processes have taken place. When two nouns are involved, the output is a
new noun as in the examplesin (9) below:

0. (@. eweé+dbé - ewébé
leaf soup ‘vegetable’
(b). aya+oba - ayaba
wife king - ‘queen’
(c). Omd+odd > 6Modo
child mortal > pestle’
(d). ei+ilé - etilé
ear house -> ‘near the house’
(). ei+odo - etido
ear river - ‘river bank’ etc

The outputs of the examplesin (9) above are nouns. An uncountable number of nouns can be so
derived in the Y orubalanguage.
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Compounding of verb +noun and verb +verb can be done to derive new verbs as in examplesin
(10) below:

VB+NP
10. () b6 +ard > bora
peel body ‘to bleach’
(b) daiméran > damodran
say counsel  ‘to counsel’
(c) gba+ésan > ghésan
take vengeance ‘to revenge’
(d) da+aba-> dabaa
make suggestion ‘to make suggestion’
(e) fe+owd > féewd
blow hand ‘to steal’
) ké + ighe > kighe/kégbe
break noise  ‘to shout’
(9) ka+ apa > kapa

fold arm ‘to overcome’
(h) kan + oju > kénju
? eye ‘to hurry’

() da+¢jdo > d4o
rule matter ‘t6 judge a matter’

11 Verb +Verb
(@ batjé-> bjé ‘tospoil’
(b) ba+sd-> basd ‘to talk to'
(c) bu+ku-> buku ‘to underrate”
(d) da+ro-> dao ‘to mourn’
(e) fé+ku-> féku ‘to miss’
(f) di+md-> dimd ‘to embrace’

(g) gba+gbd—> gbagbd ‘to believe’
(h) bé+wo-> béwd  ‘to visit’
(i) bu+kin-> bukdn ‘to bless’ etc.

This makes the class of noun and verb to be productive and so have an uncountable number of
members. Thus the classes of noun and verb in Yoruba have morphological processes and
derivational morphemes peculiar to each of the classes. These two can be derived and they
partake in the derivation of their members and members of each other.

When we look at the English language, the lexical classes have derivational morphemes and
processes. Taking the class of adverb for example, the suffix, -ly is added to adjective to derive
an adverb asin the examplesin 12 below:

12. @kind+1ly>  kindly
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(b)quick + 1y = quickly

(c) accurate + ly - accurately

(d)conscious + ly = conscioudy

(e entire+ly 2> entirely

H rapid + ly - rapidly, etc.
Thisis not the case with the so-called class of adverb in standard Y oruba. The items put together
as a class of adverb (pre-verbal, post verbal / sentence final) have no morphological process or
derivational morphemes common to them as in the class of noun, verb and even the English
language examplesin (12) above. Apart from this fact, many of the so-called pre-verbal adverbs
are non-lexical items (basic or derived) but mere grammatica items with their meanings
embedded in the sentence. Among such are: y66/60, &/mé a (will, shall), A (progressive/ habitual
action), ti (perfective / completed action), etc. Grammatical items are not supposed to be lumped
together with lexical items as a lexical class, (Adékéye 2015). We shall consider the syntactic
evidence before we draw our conclusion.

Syntactic analysis of Y or uba adver bs

On the syntactic evidence for categorizing words into classes, Radford (1999, p.40) says:

The syntactic evidence for assigning words to categories essentially relates to the fact that
categories of words have different distributions (i.e. occupy a different range of position within
phrases or sentences).

Radford, by this, is saying that lexical items of the same class can be found in the same position
in a phrase or sentence and can substitute one another as long as the semantics of the language
permits. This means that words of a class cannot appear in the position where words of another
class would appear in a phrase or sentence. In other words, the class of noun in alanguage has its
position in a phrase or a sentence which cannot be occupied by a verb or any other class for that
matter.

As an SVO language, there are positions designated for every lexical category in Yoruba
Thematic positions are always occupied by noun items either as a subject or an object, for
instance. In the present grammar of Yoruba, items found in thematic positions are erroneously
classified as adverbs in sentence final position but as noun in sentence initial position as found in
Odétokun (1998, p.49) asin the examplesin 13 below:

13. (@) 1. Mo sun (ni) fonfon.

| sleep deep ‘I slept soundly’
ii. FOnfon ni mo sun.
Soundly bel sleep ‘I slept soundly’
(b) i.Moji A yeré (ni) wéréwéré.
(Personal name) be play solemnly ‘Moji is playing solemnly’
i Wéréwéré ni Moji A sere.
Solemnly FOCUS Mqji be play. ‘In a solemn manner is Moji playing’ etc
It is movement rule that moves the nouns underlined in 11(a) and (bi) into position of focus
(sentenceinitial position) in 13 (aii) and (bii) as argued by Awaobuluyi (1978). In the underlying
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form, the words are found in object position, from where they can be moved to subject position
when focused. This is possible because both subject and object positions are occupied by the
class of noun items. Some examples are shown below:

(14). (a). Oluyeiyénéa(ni) kiakia.
Olu do work haste
‘Olu did the work in a hurry’
(b). Kiékiani oluyeiyénéda
‘Hurriedly, Olu did the work’
(15). (a) Joke A yeré ré (ni) wér weér é.
Joké PRG do play quietly
‘Joke is playing quietly’
(b). Weéréweéréni Joké A yeréré.
‘Quietly, Joké is playing’
(16). (@ Ekujcawo (ni) diédié.
Rat eat leather little by little.
‘A rat eats up the leather gradually’
(b) Diédié ni eku j¢ awo.
Little by little, rat eat leather.
‘Gradually, a rat eats the leather’.
(17). (@ A afdja (ni) patapata
We become blind completely.
“We stand firm over our decision’
(b). Patapatani aafgju.
Completely be we become blind
“We are to stand firm over our decision’
(18). (a Omi ndatutu nini.
Water SPEC cold really
‘The water is very cold’
(b). Nini ni omi naatutu.
Real BE SPEC cold
‘The water is really cold’.
The highlighted words are in argument position to the verb ni ‘BE’ in each of (b) example like
any other noun which is a subject position and occur as object of the verb preceding each of them
in each of (a) examples. It is only nouns that have these syntactic behaviours. A verb cannot
occupy these two positions for instance except it has been nominalized and then it is no longer a
verb.
The verb also has its own position in any grammatical sentence which cannot be shared by a non-
verbal element or item. Thisiswhy we can have such sentence as:

(19. (@. Adéfoilé
Ade wash floor
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‘Adé washed the floor’
(b). lyagbaiyara

Mother sweep room

‘mother swept the room’
(). Jokélo gja

Joké go market.

‘Joké went to the market’
(d). Obakd aafin.

King build palace

“The king built a palace’

The underlined words occupy the same dot in the examples in (19) above because they are all
verbs. Noun items cannot be found in this position. The result would have been nonsensical. This
is why we are free to classify f6 ‘wash’, gba ‘sweep’, 16 ‘go’ and kd ‘build’ as verbs in the
language. In the same vein, we can classify Adé, Joké (persona names), iya ‘mother’, 6ba
‘king’, ilé ‘house’, iyard ‘room’ §ja ‘market’ and aafin ‘palace’ as noun items in the language.
The set of words we classify as noun cannot occupy the position of the verbs and vice-versa.
There is no such syntactic position which can be identified for the so-called class of adverb in
standard Yorub& This is why grammarians have members of the so-called class in different
positions (pre-verbal, post-verbal and sentence-final) which are used to sub-classify it. Thisisso
because the language does not have adverb as alexical class.

Conclusion

Employing morpho-syntactic analysis, we conclude that the class of adverbs is not attested as a
lexical class in standard Yoruba The function performed by the class of adverbs in a language
like English are performed by grammatical items, bound verbs, phrases and clauses in standard
Yoruba. These are rightly called modifiers by Awobultyi 1978. Modifier isafunctional label and
not alexical class.
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Abstract

This study finds a place within existing literature by establishing that aesthetics and connotations
are not just features of proverbial expressionsin Yoruba. Everyday plain expressions can also be
so linguistically rich that only those who are well enculturated will decipher the actual meanings
of certain Smple expressons Using Jacob Mey’s Pragmatic Acts as the theoretical guide, the
study found out that certain smple Yoruba expression can be used to warn, caution, tell, explain,
complain and perform other actions without being explicit. The study concludes that, as Yoruba
is gradually becoming one of the most learnt languages of the world, teachers of the language

should pay attention to not jug the structure and vocabulary of the language but also its
pragmatic use.

Keywords: Yorube, | mplicitness, Pragmatic acts.
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1 Introduction

Yoruba is one of the most endowed languages in the world. Speculations are growing around it as
one of the potertial candidates for the world most prestigious language in years to come. This is
due to the attention it has enjoyed among language scholars in recent times across the globe. The
language is rich from all linguistic perspectives, ranging from vocabulary to grammar, idioms
and proverbs. Fakoya (2007) for instance has observed that, for every thinkable situation, the
Yoruba language has at least two proverbs to buttress the discourse. The richness of the Yoruba
language is so magical that one of their proverb saysthat, few words can vividly paint a picture to
the wise child (not adirect translation ab¢ ¢r¢ L% so fiin omoitiabi ti 6 ba dé inti & a di odidin )

Linguists, sociolinguists, pragmaticians and discourse analysts have produced uncountable works
on the Yoruba language, especially in the area of language use (discourse). Most works coming
from the discourse analysts and pragmaticians have focused mainly on the use of proverbs in the
language, Adewoye(1987), Ogdbulogbo(2002), Dairo(2001), Fakoya(2007), Odebunmi(2008).
These works have considered proverbs in both fictional and real life discourses. Odebunmi(2008)
for example analyses the pragmatic functions of crisis-motivated proverbs in Ola Rotimi’s The
Gods Are Not to Blame while Fakoya(2007) creatively discusses sexually grounded proverbs and
the attitude of many Yoruba, especially those who live in the urban areas and the very religious
ones towards these proverbs. Odebode(2012) is another scholarly perspective to the Yoruba
world. The work is a speech acts analysis of names given to pets particularly by women in
polygamous homes among the Y oruba.

This work deviates from existing literature by concentrating on ‘everyday language’. By
everyday language, | simply mean non-proverbial or idiomatic expressions. A careful observation
of the Yoruba language has revealed that its richness and aesthetics is not only in the use of
proverbs. The use of the language in its plain everyday form also deserves scholarly inquiry as
even the everyday language can on many occasions be made sense of by only those who are well
enculturated, hence, the need for this study.

2 Language, Culture and Context

Language is areflection of culture and the peculiarities of its speakers. Whorf (1956) holds that:

We dissect nature along lines laid down by our native languages. We cut nature up, organise
it into concepts, and ascribe signifances as we do, largely because we are parties to an
agreement to organize- an agreement that holds throughout our speech community and is
codified in the patterns of our language.
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This is to establish that language and culture are inseparable as language serves as a career of a
people’s way of life. It is also the medium through which the cultural heritage of a peple is
handed over from one generation to another.

Halliday and Hassan (1985) argue that there was the theory of context before the theory of text.
In other words, context precedes text. Context here means context of situation and culture. This
context is necessary for an adequate understanding of the text. Interpreting a text without giving
due attention to the context of use can make the text misfire. For instance, an expression such as
urinate here and win loads of prizes can generate different interpretations. If inscribed on the
wall of a public toilet, this can be taken for some kind of awareness on the availability of a
convenience. On the other hand, if this is found on the wall of a bark, then, the loads of prizes
will likely be imprisonmernt.

Language, culture and context are therefore inseparable entities.

3 The Yoruba Socio-cultural Norms

Every society has its socio-cultural norms. These norms reflect in their linguistic dispositions.
Yoruba is no exception to this universality. The socio-cultural norms of the Yoruba are
conventionally shared by the people and some of them find expressions in the language. Some of
these norms which are expressed in language or discourse are:

1. Beingquiet when having atalk with elderly person(s).

2. Seeking permission before using proverbs or having to apologise after using

them, especially before elderly persons.

3. Avoiding swear or taboo words especially with one family members.

4. Avoiding statements that seem to proclaim misfortunes.
The third and fourth features discussed above inform the kind of expressions that constitute the
data for this study. The need to adhere to these linguistically based socio-cultural norms warrant
the use of most of the implicit expressions that this study considers.

4 Theoretical Framework

This work is situated within the ambit of Pragmatics. According to Y ule (1996:3), pragmatics is
‘the study of speaker and contextual meaning, and how more gets communicated than is said, as
well as the study of the expression of relative distance.” More succinctly, Adegbija (1999:189)
defines pragmatics as the study of language use in particular communicative contexts or
situations.

The specific pragmatic theory used for this study is Mey’s Pragmatic act. This theory is
considered suitable for this study because it does not analyse particular utterances as is the case
with the speech acts theory, but rather interpret utterances in the light of ‘contextual clues. Inthe
words of Mey (2001: 221), the pragmatic act theory focuses on ‘the environment in which both
gpeaker and hearer find their affordances, such that the ertire situation is brought to bear on what
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can be said in the situation, as well as what is actually being said’. This view is expressed as a
pragmeme. A pragmatic act is instantiated through an ipra or a pract, which realizes a pragmeme.
‘Every pract is at the same time an allopract, thet is to say a concrete instantiation of a particular
pragmeme’, (Mey 2001: 221). What determines a pract is solely participants knowledge of
interactional situation and the potential effect of a pract in a particular context. Thus, practing
resolves the problem of telling illocutionary force from perlocutionary force (Odebunmi 2006).
There are two partsto a pragmeme: activity part, meant for interactants and textual part, referring
to the context within which the pragmeme operates. To communicate, the interactants draw on
such speech act types as indirect speech acts, conversational (‘dialogue’) acts, psychological acts,
prosodic acts and physical acts. These are engaged in contexts, which include INF representing
"inference”; REF, "relevance"; VCE, "voice"; SSK, "shared situation knowledge"; MPH,
"metaphor”; and M "metapragramatic joker", Mey (2001), Odebunmi (2006). This study borrows
an element of the textual part introduced by Odebunmi (2006) called SCK “shared cultural
knowledge”. This is because it really aids the interpretation of the data in the context of the
Yoruba culture.

5 Data Gathering

The data for this study was collected through observational method. The researcher pays attention
to the use of these implicit expressions among Yorubas anytime he finds himself around them
and randomly selected the utterances needed for this study. These utterances were gathered
within a space of six months. Interestingly, the utterances used as data for this study are not
proverbs but ill are expressions anyone who is grounded in the language will be familiar with,
in relation to their contextual implications.
6.0 DataAnalysis

The implicit expressions that make up the data for this study are grouped into three
categories namely: oppositeness, implication and reversed praise. Four instances of each of the
three categories are given, making atotal of 12 excerpts. The elements of the activity and textual
parts of the pragmeme are discussed immediately after each excerpt along with the pract.
6.1  Opposteness

The excerpts in this category are expressions that connote the opposite of whet is uttered

and they generate different practs.

Excerpt 1
Kunlé: Oré mi 10 0, sé e mori Egberun kan (1000) 1owg re?
Adé: Wo 6 kunlé, emi paapaa owd po lowo mi bayli.
Gloss
Kunleé: My friend pls, can | get a thousand naira from you?
Adeé: See kunle, evenl, | have so much with me now.

The exchange in excerpt one is an indirect speech act spiced up with prosody and physical
acts on the activity part. It isan indirect speech act because Ade in actuality does not have money
which is contrary to what he says. However, the prosodic feature with which the utterance is
made and the physical acts such as facial expression can help reveal the actual meaning. On the
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textual part, the SCK helps to drive home the Yoruba culture where it is assumed that saying
one doesn’t have money is a proclamation of misfortune. The pract of the expression is therefore
one of explanation, as Ade implies that he cannot help his friend.

Excerpt 2 ‘
Mama: Ayoka, kilo nge e nibe yen?
Ayoka: Mo 1 sere n1.
Mama: Q1 geré? Lai wo bata? O dé ri pe ibé yen tutii, 1€ kin ba e nibe
Gloss ‘
M ama: Ayoka, what are you doing there?
Ayoka: | amplaying.
M ama: You are playing? Without having your slippers on? And you can

see that ground is cold, let me meet you there.
The target expressions are indirect speech acts. The first part in italics can be interpreted
with SCK where the Yoruba tend to avoid a word like ‘hotness’ as they consider it a
proclamation of misfortune. Hotness of the ground is therefore expressed as coldness. Inthe other
part, the reversal iswhat the expression means as the mother actually means not to meet the child
there and rather expresses it indirectly and this is achieved with SSK. These two together pract a
warning to the child to vacate the playing spot.

Excerpt 3

iyzi Tayo: Ekésém o, Eku oro ajé o, sée enta?

Iya Muri: Iya tayo, en le ma o. Asa dupé fun Olorun, ita yii da ki Qlohun
sant wa Ni

IyaTaye:  Gbogbo ibi ni o

Gloss

lya Tayo: Good Afternoon. Well done with your sales. Sure you’re making
sales?

lyaMuri: lya Tayo. Well dore. We just thank God. This sales is so good.
God should help us

lya Tayo: It is everywhere

In excerpt 3, the first woman- lya Tayo enquires the state of sales from the other woman.
The other woman- lya Muri- responds that sales has been good but with the reverse being the
case. The indirect speech act is appropriately decoded by the first woman with SCK which frown
at ‘bad’ pronouncements such as saying sales has been bad. This SCK possibly puts both
women in the same situation as the first woman’s last statement suggests and VCE reveals a
mood which cannot be that of those who have actually been making a good sale and this further

aids the meaning. All of these contextual elements pract complaint on the part of the second
woman.

Excerpt 4
Iya Yétundé: Yéétuundéééé
Yétundé: Maaaa
Iya Yétande: S€1g1 16 npon yen abi? Anu e 0 se mi
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Gloss
Yetunde’s Mum: Y eetuundeeee (screaming)
Yetunde: Maaa (screaming too)

Yetunde’s Mum: Isthat atree you are climbing? I don 't pity you.

In excerpt 4, Yetunde’s mum’s expression is an indirect speech acts since she actually
pities her daughters as she may fall from the tree she is climbing,, contrary to the utterance. The
indirect speech act relates well with SCK which forbids bad proclamation and SSK which is
clear to both the mother and the child to pract warning to the daughter to come down from the
three.

6.2  Implication

In the excerpts that contain implications, the other party in the discourse is expected to
infer what is being communicated even when the words do not suggest their implications. All of
the excerpts provided in this category fall under the psychological acts given that they meke a

demand on the psyche.
Excerpt 5
Iva Ajadi:  Ajadio
Ajadi: Ma
Iva Ajadi: Mo ti 11 jade bayi o, k6 o da gbogbo & rii ki n té dé o, Sogbd?
Gloss
Ajadi’ Mum: Ajadi 0
Ajadi: Ma
Ajadi’s Mum: | am on my way out now. Make sure you scatter the whole

house before | come. Your heard that?

Inexcerpt 5, the utterance is a psychological act which demands the reasoning of the child
for an appropriate interpretation. The psychological act relates well with the contextual variables
of SSK and INF to pract warming to the child not to put the room in disarray, contrary to the
mother’s instruction.

Excerpt 6
Fémi: Mami, mo t1 10 ata no dé o. Ibo ni1 kin gbé Si
IvaFémi:  Bdyd ko ghé iémi idri
Gloss
Femi: Mum, | have ground the pepper. Where do | put it?
Femi’s Mother: May be you should put it on my head.

Again with SSK and INF, a demand is made on the psyche of the son. The pract here is
that of telling. The child can infer from the mother’s utterance that he should take the ground
pepper to the kitchen or wherever the cooking is being done.

Excerpt 7
Rotimi: Akin, o dé fun mi ni egbérun kan naira (N1000) ni owd e nibe yen
Akin: Mi gbd Yoriiba?
Rotimi: Qh, o t1di be ab1?
Akin: Be gongon loda
Gloss
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Rotimi: AKin, please give me a thousand naira
Akin: I don’t understand yoruba ?

Rotimi: Oh, it iss0?

Akin: It is exactly so.

In this excerpt, of course it is not the case that Akin does not understand Yoruba. The
psychological act mixes finely with INF, VCE and SSK to pract mockery from Akin to Rotimi.
This act of mocking was immediately decoded by Rotimi as can be predicated from his next
comment which suggests understanding and the response from Akin confirmed Rotimi’s accurate
interpretation.

Excerpt 8
Dami: Mami, mo fé ya gbé ‘
Iya Dami: Bo ya ko wa ya simi lénu. Qde omo
Dami: Mi o ripoo mi
IyvaDami:  DPowo abé bédii
Gloss
Dami: Mummy, | want to defecate
Dami’s Mum: May be you should come defecate in my mouth. Foolish

child.

Dami: I can’t find my potty
Dami’s Mum: Go and check under the bed.

In this except, the expression makes a demand on the child’s psyche. The psychological act
together with the contextual variables of INF and SSK pract an information to this child to go use
the toilet. The effect of this practing is confirmed when the child responds to the mother’s
connotation by saying she cannot find her potty. This is an indication that the informing pract
succeds.
6.3 Reversed praise
This category refers to expressions, that under the guise of praise, a different meaning is
intended.
Except 9

Alaké: Ekn 1é ma

Iva Alaké:  Sé atanio lo 1o ni atardd iwo omo olbrire yi?

Alake: Eré po ni be ni ma.

Iva Alaké: Odao

Gloss

Alakeé: Good afternoon ma

Alaké mum: s it pepper you have gore to ground all this while you this blessed

child?

Alake: There were many personsthere.

Alaké mum: Ok o
In this except, the target expression is basically a blessing. But as a psychological act, it blends
with SCK which demands that a mother must not use swear words on her child and SSK which is
the present situation to pract condemnation. The child gets this pragmatic effect by ignoring the
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blessing and rather gives an explanation for staying long. The mother’s response also confirms
her expectation of an explanation. This shows the success of the discourse.

Except 10
Iva Titi: Titi
Titi: Ma
Iya Titi: Sé 1wo lon mu coki nla yi? Ayé ¢ tida
Titi: Mami maa mu agbo jedi lale
Iva Titi: Afibé
Gloss
Titi mum: Titi
Titi: Ma
Titi’s mum: Are youthe onetaking thisbig coke. Your lifeisgood
Titi: Mum I’ll take pile herb in the evening

Titi’s mum: Except so
Like excerpt 9, this is also a psychological act owing to the task it poses to Titi to
decipher the intention of the mother. SSK mainly, and SCK combine to pract caution to Titi and
her next utterance shows that she well interprets her mother’s reversed praise.

Excerpt 11
Ompolara: Daddy mi e wa fun m1 ni eran
Baba Lara: Ma damilamulogbalow¢iyae
Ompolara: en en, e fun mi abi? Daddy mi e burd
Baba Lara: Sée e mini mo burt? In kon se ota e o
Gloss
Omolara: Daddy pls give me meat

Lara’sdad: Don’t disturb me. Go and get from your mother.
Qmpolara: Oh youaint giving me right? Daddy you are wicked.
Lara’s dad: Aml the wicked one? Something iswrong with your enemy.
Excerpt 11 is another psychological act which combines with SCK, which forbids a parent from
using swear words and SSK which is the clue giving by the context of use to pract scolding. The
VCE of the father reflects that he frowns at the statement but he rather uses areversed praise.
Excerpt 12
Bola: Daddy mi, e kabo
Baba Bélu: Ki lon se ni ita? 5é mo t1 so fun e pe kin ma ma ba e nita mo, en?
]\WQ omo 1oji1 bi gjii oyinbo? (Bolu fo s1 ara baba re)
Gloss
Bolu: My dad, welcome
Boli’s Dad: What are you doing outside? Haven’t I told you I don’t want to
meet you outside again? You little child whose eyes are like those
of the white (Bolu jumps on the dad).
Excerpt 12 again is a psychological act whose meaning in made clear by the contextual
variables of SSK and SCK. The utterance practs a light warning as it 13 both a humour and some

http://www.ijhcs.com/index.php/ijhcs/index Page 19



Volume 2 Isswe 4

March 2016

sort of condemnation. The evidence of humour was in Bolu's jumping on the father after the
utterance even if he has earlier condemned meeting her outside.

Conclusion

This study has established that richness, aesthetics or complexity in the Yoruba language
is not only associated to proverbs. There is the use of connotations, implicatures and
presuppositions in the everyday Yoruba expressions. Such expressions as the ones that have been
studied in this work can only be appropriately deciphered by people who are well enculturated
into the Yoruba socio-cultural norms. It is realized that the linguistically related socio-cultural
norms such as the avoidance of taboo or swear words and the avoidance of statements that
proclaim misfortune are the major reasons for the implicit everyday expressions.

This study has implication for language learning in that, since Yoruba i1s now being learnt in
many countries, attention should not only be given to structure, vocabulary and proverbs but to
other pragmatic aspects of the language such as the one identified in this study.

http://www.ijhcs.com/index.php/ijhcs/index Page 20



Volume 2 Isswe 4

March 2016

References

Adegbija, E. (1999) Titbits on discourse analysis and pragmatics. The English language
and literature in English: an I ntroductory Handbook. (Ed. E. Adegbija) Ilorin: the Department of
Modern European Languages. 186-204.

Fakoya, A. (2007) Sexually-grounded proverbs and discourse relevance from Yoruba
language. Towardsthe understanding of discourse strategy, OOU Press, 197-222.

Halliday, M.A K. & Hassan, R.(1975): Cohesion in English. London: Longman.
Mey, Jacob (2001): Pragmatics. An Introduction. Oxford.

Odebode, 1.(2012) Pet-naming as protest’s discourse in polygamous Yoruba homes.a
socio-pragmatic study. Studies in Literature and Language, 4.1: 107-113.

Odebunmi A.(2006) A Pragmatic reading of Ahmed Yerima's proverbs in Yemoja,
Attahiru, and Dry leaves on Ukantrees. Intercultural Pragmatics. 3.2: 153-1609.

............... (2008). Pragmatic function of crisis-motivated proverbs in Ola Rotimi’s The
Gods Are Not to Blame. Linguistik online 33, 1: 73-84.

Ogbulogo, Charles (2002): "Proverb as Discourse. The Example of 1gbo Youth and Culture
Heritage". Journal of Cultural Studies 4, 1: 37-49.

Whorf, B. L. (1956). Language, Thought and Reality: Selected Writings of Benjamin Lee
Whorf. MIT Press, Cambridge, MA.
Y ule, G. (1996) Pragmatics: Oxford: Oxford University Press

http://www.ijhcs.com/index.php/ijhcs/index Page 21



Volume 2 Issue4

March 2016

From Ireland to America: Emigration and the Great Famine 1845 — 1852

Amira Achouri
University of Grenaoble Alpes, France
Institute of languages and culturesin Europe, America, Africa, Asiaand Australia
Centrefor Studieson the modes of Anglophone Representation
amira.ach@gmail.com

Abstract

One of the changes that compose history is the migration of peoples. The human
development of colossal numbers from one geographical area to another and their first
contact with other social and economic backgrounds is a major source of change in the
human state. For at least two centuries long before the great brook of the Hungry Forties,
Irish immigrants had been making their way to the New World. Yet, the tragedy of the
Great Famine is till seen as the greatest turning point of Irish history for the future of
Ireland was forever changed. The paper tends to explore the conception of emigration and
how it steadily became “a predominant way of life” in Ireland, so pervasive and integral
to Irish life that it had affected the broad context of both Irish and American histories
simultaneously. From the post-colonial perspective, my study presents emigration as one
of the greatest emotional issues in Irish history, as it tends to have a very negative image
especially in the post-Famine era. People are generally seen as involuntary “exiles”,
compelled to leave Ireland by “British tyranny” and “landlord oppression” - an idealized
Ireland where everyone was happy and gay and where roses grew around the door of the
little white-washed cottage.

Keywords: Irish history, Irish diaspora, emigration, the Great Famine, America.
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The present paper explores how the Great Famine and its devastating damage
influenced Irish nationhood. “The Great Hunger” is in some ways both the most visually
affecting and intellectually debatable theme. As a national catastrophe, the Famine
destroyed food source, starved Irish, brought about Irish diaspora and even reduced the
marital rate. The persistence of a long-term ingrained potato blight mingled with
colonialism resulted in the Great Famine and its devastating consequences. British colonial
government took advantage of Irish economically and degraded them into an uncivilized
race, which deprived the country of its national dignity. Harsh circumstances had
compelled a third of Ireland's 1845 population of about nine million people into almost
total dependence on the New World import, the potato, as a food staple, even as grain
continued to be grown for export. Poor peasants suffered most immediately and lastingly
from starvation and disease that became the twin killers between 1845 and 1851-52 when
the famine reached its climax. Not only were unsuccessful measures taken but also an
economic system that benefited landlords evolved which led to Irish mass-scale
emigration. As Peter Quinn notes, however, the defining historical event that intertwined
forever the fates of Ireland and the United States was the Great Famine, or more accurately
An Gorta Mor, or “the Great Hunger.” Many tried to reassure their fears and resentments
with the warm belief that the United States was a fabled “promised land”—with “gold and
silver lying in the ditches, and nothing to do but to gather it up,” as one young immigrant
dreamed. (Miller and Wagner 1997) Historians incontrovertibly tend to show that Irish
immigration to America reached unprecedented rates shortly after the potato blight
Phytopthora infestans ruined its first crop in the Irish fields in 1845. “It was an enormous
and sudden stream of hungry and frightened Irish, most of them Roman Catholics, many of
them farmers, a good proportion of them native speakers of Irish, and their children made
America a more inviting place for the Irish to come to, and for others as well, but it was
not easy.” (Coftey 1997)

Thelrish Great Famine 1845:

Few topics of Irish history have attracted as much popular interest as the Great
Famine of 1845-52. Many great tomes have been written on the topic, books as thick as
doorsteps. Wherever the Irish diaspora reached, the Famine is never far beneath the
surface, which has shaped Irish history fundamentally. However, thisis not the place for a
detailed investigation about the Great Famine because simply a true understanding of it
comes only through recognition of a powerful complexity of its causes but rather it is an
attempt to survey its effects.

The precise number of people who died is perhaps the most keenly studied effect of
the famine: unfortunately, thisis often for politica rather than historical reasons. But most
importantly, the consequences of the blight that devastated the Irish potato crop in the
years 1845 — 1850 extended well beyond the borders of the Emerald Isle generating in a
massive emigration. During the Hungry Forties, hundreds of thousands of refugees crossed
the Atlantic to escape a situation commonly described and well known by historians. Irish
immigration to America reached unprecedented rates shortly after the potato blight
Phytopthora infestans ruined its first crop in the Irish fields in 1845. (Coffey 1997) In the
decade of 1840-1850, nearly 800,000 Irish immigrants entered the United States. (Griffin
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1990) Therefore, it is thought that the calamity marked a watershed in Irish history, not
only for politics but also for culture, religion, demographics, agriculture and industry by
accelerating the restructuring of each domain. (Walsh 2005) However, its occurrence was
neither inevitable nor avoidable.

It has, at times, been argued that decreasing opportunities in agriculture were a major
reason for emigration. This would be reliable with the surveyed high emigration rates from
counties in the rural west and south. Centuries of absentee English and Anglo-Irish
Protestants landlords transformed agriculture in Ireland from a backward, small-scale
subsistence activity to a modern, large scale, market-oriented one. (Walsh 2005) Due
primarily to medical and nutritional advances which contributed to a reduction in the death
rate of small children who would live to have children of their own, Ireland faced a
tremendous population explosion in both the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries — from a
little more than two million Irish people in 1700 to above eight million in 1841. (Coffey
1997) In short, the west of Ireland was a densely populated area of poor farmers who, for
generations, had depended on the potato as their main staple food. However, they were so
poor that when the potato failed, no other cheap alternative food could be used for trading.
(Woodham-Smith 1992)

Although the island was still predominantly agricultural in which the domain was
carried on by peasants who competed against each other for the only source of living,
farming yielded little in return for very hard work. (Crist 1997) On one hand, the policy of
free trade had guided to an agrarian crisis and escape from the land. It brought to the
majority of the British urban population, on the other hand, the advantage of cheaper
agricultural products. On the contrary, the entire population in Ireland felt the disastrous
effects of this policy. (Silagi 1990) Underdevelopment and capital scarcity are undoubtedly
closely related phenomena of 19" Century rural Irish. (Mokyr 2006) More than 90 percent
of the Irish made their living—directly or indirectly—from agriculture. (Palmer 1978)
However, farming work was not rewarding enough.

By the second half of the nineteenth century, Dublin had a reputation for having
perhaps the most horrible living conditions of any European city. While citiesin the British
Isles, such as London, Manchester, and Glasgow, possessed a number of factory districts
and slum areas of equal destitution, they relatively represented small portions of the entire
city in comparison to the ubiquitous Dublin's poverty. (Miller 1985) Thus, the excessive
poverty that distinguished life from that of the other European courtiers for most of the
Irish offered the

The motives behind emigration:

“Thousands of undocumented Irish felt as if they had been forced out of Ireland in
the first place by circumstances beyond their control.” (Miller 1985) This exodus from
Ireland was largely a result of poverty, lower salaries, worse living conditions; in short,
and limited opportunities. Kerby Miller further explains that, “The motives governing most
Famine emigrants were qualitatively different from those which had inspired earlier
departures. In the previous Famine decades emigrants sought ‘independence,” economic
improvement, in a land fabled for opportunity and abundance. During the Famine,
however, most emigrants aspired merely to survive: ‘all we want is to get out of Ireland,’
testified one group; ‘we must be better anywhere than here.”” (Miller 1985) Though some
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landlords helped them out of humanitarian motives, there were undeniably benefits to
them, especialy those who wanted to secure their land assets or change from the
cultivation of land to beef and dairy farming.

As amatter of fact, many things stimulated the Irish to emigrate from their homeland
— the promise of a section of land (640 acres in Kansas for free or ridiculously cheap) was
a huge attraction for an Irish farmer on ten or twenty acres. In the long run, labour appears
to have been pulled out of the Irish agricultural sector by higher wages abroad. (O'Rourke
1991) “The vibrant American economy described in letters home from earlier immigrants
had a strong appeal to people who had endured such trials, and they began to dream of an
American Eden overflowing with milk and honey.” (Bradley 1986) Stories of tremendous
wages abroad tempted young men and women who slaved on the family form year after
year and seldom had the price of a drink or were able to pay their way into a dance.
Charmed by such promises, many young Irish families, thus, perceived their futures in
America and not Ireland. The changing routes for emigration also reflected profound
despair. Previoudy, passengers had embarked at the magor parts in Ireland, or from
Liverpool. Now emigrant ships left from small, little-used parts such as Westport, Kinsale
and Killale. This partly had an affect on Ireland as those who were most active and who
could immensely contribute to Ireland had just left Ireland.

Nevertheless, the essence of adventure and the simple desire to escape the oppressive
effect of the religious and ethical regime in Ireland in the aftermath of the Great Famine
were aso great incentives to leave all behind. Most young people at that time were
disposed of a strong adventurous spirit. A dry comment dismissively suggested that if one
had a problem they should ask a young person — while they still knew everything. The
temptation of adventure was hard to resist, particularly when the chances of making one's
fortune at home in Ireland became ever more so tiny if not entirely non-existent.
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Figure 1: Thepictureillustrates Emigrantsleaving Ireland.

In the summer of 1845 an unknown fungus, Phytophthora infestans, suddenly struck
and destroyed the crop at a terrifying fundamental way of life across the fields of Ireland.
(Bradley 1986) “The country ... is greatly alarmed on account of a disease in the Potato
Crop,” confessed a farmer's wife, “we are feeling the effect of it but God knows no how it
will end.” (Bradley 1986° The desperate situation is brilliantly described in Kerby Miller’s
Emigrants and Exiles:

“The leaves turned black, crumbling into ashes when touched, and the very ‘air was
laden with a sickly odor of decay, as if the hand of death had stricken the potato field,
and . . . everything growing in it was rotten. In many places the wretched people were
seated on the fences of their decaying gardens, wringing their hands and wailing bitterly

the destruction that had left them foodless.”” (Miller 1985)

Because Irish economy mainly depended on agriculture rather than industry, the
region was to endure from the effects of the famine that plunged the country into a serious
depression. Unable to keep up with the demands of their British landlords, Evictions
became common among Famine victims on outdoor relief and significantly peaked in July
at almost 840,000 people. (Ross 2002) Untold thousands perished, and the survivors,
destitute of hope, wished only to get away. The situation was so bleak that most Irish were
forced to choose between starving at home and attempting to survive abroad. By 1851
census figures showed that the population of Ireland had dropped to 6,575,000 - a fall of
1,600,000 in ten years. (Ross 2002) Although it is described as a famous source, Cormac O
Grada and Joel Mokry would contend the 1851 census arguing that the amalgamation of
institutional and individuals figures provides “an incomplete and biased count” of the total
fatalities during the famine. (O Gréada 2006)

http://www.ijhcs.com/index.php/ijhcs/index Page 26



Volume?2 Issue4d

March 2016

“In one Union”, said Sir Robert Peel “at a time of famine within one year, 15,000
persons have been driven from their homes... | do not think the records of any country,
civilized or barbarous, ever presented such scenes of horror. All the better land is turned
into pasture; and on what remains of the soil, the remnant of the peasants are allowed to
huddle together.” (Duffy 1884) In ten years, 252,000 peasant homes were destroyed and a
million and a half of the Irish people crossed to America. Indeed, many unscrupulous
landlords used the infamous Gregory Clause as an excuse to evict thousands of unwanted
cottiers from their estates. Gallagher explains that British absentee landlords owned 70
percent of Ireland, therefore the potato blight served as a perfect excuse to evict the Irish.
(Gallagher 1982) Evictions became common among the Irish who couldn't keep up with
the demands of their British landlords. The Potato Famine forced the Irish destitute,
starving, to be evicted and take their chances on ships headed for America as their only
hope for survival. (Byron 1999) In 1849, the police recorded a total of ailmost 250,000
persons as officially evicted between 1849 and 1854. (Poirtéir 1995) Yet, Donnelly
considered this to be an underestimate. According to him, if the figures were to include the
number forced into involuntary surrenders during the whole period (1846-54) the figure
would certainly exceed half a million persons. (Pdirtéir 1995)

Figure 2: A picture showing an Irish family being evicted.
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Figure 3: "Ireland's Holocaust” mural on the Ballymur phy Road, Belfast. " An
GortaMor, Britain's genocide by starvation, Ireland's holocaust 1845-1849."

Death from starvation and disease was extremely unbearable in the 1840s and many
saw no choice but to abandon a land that had caused them so much hardship, and
resolutely perceived on creating a better life in America. (Bradley 1986) Emigration
reached new heights and the infamous coffin-ships crossed the Atlantic in large numbers
carrying people fleeing from the famine. (Keneally 1999) Most of all, according to Kerby
Miller, “the vast majority of Catholic emigrants left home for essentially mundane reasons
similar or identical to those which produced mass migration from other European
countries.” (Miller 1985) As a proportion of the population, the pace of emigration from
Ireland was more than double that of any other European country, with as many as 13
persons per 1,000 emigrating on average each year. Unusually, in comparison with male-
dominated emigration from other European countries, Irish emigration was composed
amost equally of males and females. Females accounted for 48 percent of all recorded
emigrants over the period asawhole. (Hatton 1993)

For almost one-fourth of al Irish in Ireland to survive the Great Famine, they would
have to live long enough to reach a port of embarkation, leave Ireland by whatever means
available, and reestablish their Irish identity in new lands. In 1847, approximately forty
immigrant-laden ships were arriving at New York City docks each week. (Jenkins &
Swacker 2006) “Emigration became an accepted, if painful, necessity.” (O'Donnell 1997)
Laxton concludes that, “Death by Famine or departure by emigration, can logically claim a
loss to Ireland in real terms, of two and a half million people—more than one in four.”
(Laxtion 1996) Between 1850 and 1913 more than 4.5 million men and women fled
Ireland for a new life overseas to try new things, to expand, to live the more abundant life,
spiritually as well as materially. According to Table 1, the overwhelming dominance of the
flow was to the United States. Actually, immigration to America was referred to as ‘the
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America Wake.” (Jenkins and Swacker 2006) However, the exact total number of Famine
Irish immigrants to the United States will never be known. (Laxton 1996) Figures to be
mentioned throughout this essay remain only approximate. Kerby Miller notes, “In all,
over 2.1 million Irish—about one-fourth of the island’s pre-Famine population—went
overseas, more people left Ireland in just eleven years (1845-1855) than during the
preceding two and one-half centuries.” (Miller 1985)

As shown in Figure 7, the Irish population fell sharply from 6.5 to 4.4 million
between 1851 and 1911 as an effect of this mass migration. Thus, the great famine ignited
an explosion in the magnitude of emigration as the number of Irish who entered the U.S.
was undoubtedly estimated to skyrocket in the 1840s; nearly 2 million came in that decade.
(Walsh 2005) The flow carried on ever more for over the next 5 years averaging 200,000
per year, as the first immigrants began to make the resources of sending for relatives and
friends.

Population Fall in Ireland 1841-1851
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Table 1: Emigration to Ireland to various countries, 1876 - 1913

Thejourney to America

Though many couldn't speak or read English, advertisements for emigration from
passenger brokers were placed throughout Ireland. (Hatton and Willamson 1993) This
appeared as a crud action if one thinks of the act being committed in itself. During their
most important depression, the Irish were wretchedly helped to leave their country. People
didn't relate to them in one of the smple ways. As they perhaps didnt know that the
majority of the Irish population couldn't speak or read English. Y et one would deduce they
had knowledge of this but simply chose to disregard it. Often, priests explained the
advertisements and then blessed each traveler before departure. The latter was the bitterest
and people regretfully wept as they left all behind: their families, their friends, their tiny
villages but most of their homeland. The promise of opportunity and the blessing of the
priest were their only reassurance. Nevertheless, it was one of those challenging journeys
that required strength of mind and of body.

Most of those who emigrated relied on their own resources, some landlords hel ped
through direct subsidies or by relieving those who left of their unpaid rent bills. The
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landless poor simply could afford to leave. Most people paid their own fares to make the
trip, athough perhaps 3% had their fares paid by their landlords. (O Grada, 1995) The
cheapest fares were to Canada, around 55 shillings while a fare to the USA cost between
70 shillings and £5 (100 shillings). (Edwards and Williams 1999)

As shown in the following picture, the scene in the Waterloo dock, at Liverpool,
where all the American sailing packets used to be stationed, was at al times a very busy
one. “There was even a shortage of ships to carry away the desperate refugees who had
could scrape together money for their passage.” (Bradley 1986) And on the morning of the
departure of a large ship, with a full complement of emigrants, it was unusually exciting
and interesting. The passengers would have undergone inspection, and many of them
would have taken up their quarters on board for twenty-four hours previoudly, as they were
entitled to do by terms of the act of Parliament. Without enough food or clothing for the
journey, many fled in a panic crowding abroad the notorious ‘coffin ships’ for a dangerous
midwinter voyage.

There were more often than not a large number of spectators at the dock-gates to
witness the final departure of the noble ship, with its large freight of human beings. It was
an appealing and impressive sight; and the most heartless and indifferent can barely fail, at
such a moment, to form convivial wishes for the pleasant voyage and secure entrance of
the emigrants, and for their future affluence in their new home. It was the uppermost
feeling in the mind of many thousands of the poorer class of English emigrants at the
moment when the cheers of the spectators and of their friends on shore proclaim the instant
of departure from the land of their birth. They left from Sligo, Cork, Dublin, Londonderry
[Derry], and Liverpool. They left sadly, often to unhappy songs like the Lament of the Irish
Emigrant:

“I'm bidding you along farewell,

My Mary kind and true,

But I'll not forget you, darling,

In the lad I'm going to:

They say there's bread and work for all,

And the sun shines always there;

But I'll not forget old Ireland,

Wereit fifty timesasfar.” (Bayor and Meagher 1996)
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THE EMBARKATION, WATERLOG DOCKS LIVERPOOL

Figure5: Irish emigrantsdepart Liverpool for North America

There were two ways one could travel, either in a standard class or in steerage.
Standard passengers had berths and could walk in the deck. Steerage passengers were
crowded together below decks and often could not use the deck. For many emigrants,
steerage was the most they could afford. But the departure was just the first of many
challenges facing the Irish emigrants during the Famine era as most of them “had left the
Irish port towns in the barely seaworthy ships with nothing but the clothes on their backs, a
few cooking items, bedding, and a small amount of cash.” (Jenkins and Swacker 2006) For
the Irish who were fortunate enough to avoid starvation and contagious diseases, the next
obstacle was surviving the journey across the Atlantic to reach America. No fewer than 59
emigrant ships were lost en route to America between 1845 and 1853. In their attempt to
cross the Atlantic, thousands of Irish men, women, and children seeking the “Golden Land
of the West” perished. (Griffin 1990)

Although travel conditions had improved greatly in the 1840s and since the
eighteenth century, the voyage from Ireland to Americawas still a hard one. Moreover, the
fearful state of disease and debility in which the Irish emigrants have crossed the Atlantic
must undoubtedly be attributed in a great degree to the destitution and consequent sickness
prevailing in Ireland. Conditions on emigrant ships have been further aggravated by the
neglect of cleanliness, ventilation and a generally good state of social economy during the
passage, and has afterwards been increased and disseminated throughout the country in the
mal-arrangements of the government system of emigrant relief. (Bradley 1986) Because of
the unsanitary conditions on board what became known as the “coffin ships”, people
endured hardship as vessels were more than eighty years old, built in the 18™ Century, and
carried more than 300 passengers, more than the legal limit. For all these people there
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barely existed berths. “In many ships the filth beds, teeming with al abominations, are
never required to be brought on deck and aired; the narrow space between the sleeping
berths and the piles of boxesis never washed or scrapped, but breathes up a damp and fetid
stench, until the day before the arrival of quarantine, when all hands are required to ‘scrub
up,” and put on a fair face for the doctor and Government inspector. No moral restraint is
attempted, the voice prayer is never heard; drunkenness, with its consequent train of
ruffianly debasement, is not discouraged, because it is profitable to the captain, who
traffics in the grog.” (Griffin 1990)

Lo 41
1 3

3 X' oo -

Figure 6: The picture below shows the conditionsin the steerage ar ea of a" coffin ship'

The passage generally took anywhere from one to three months, depending on the
weather. (Jenkins and Swacker 2006) Although the voyage cost was about $15 a head in
steerage, ‘tween decks,” the food and space were meager, the sanitary conditions were
poor. (Bayor and Meagher 1996) For many it was a miserable, if not fatal experience.
Passengers had to rely on whatever they had managed to bring abroad and a maximum of
only two pints of water per person a day was available. “The food is generally ill-selected
and seldom sufficiently cooked; in consequence of the supply of water, hardly enough for
cooking and drinking, does not allow washing.” (Griffin 1990) When Irish emigrants
arrived off New York City after along and painful journey of forty-one days, al the water
was unfit to drink. For those attempting to use the Liverpool route, as well as
overcrowding, starvation, disease and other dangers included unscrupul ous middlemen and
landlords, thieves, conmen, and the extortionate tactics of ships agents and owners.

In Fleeing the Famine, the misery of being a passenger that traveled in steerage in
1847 is well described in the letter of Stephen deVere: “Hundreds of people, men, women
and children, of al ages from the driveling idiot of 90 to the babe just born; huddied
together, without light, without air, wallowing in filth, and breathing a fetid atmosphere,
sick in body, dispirited in heart; the fevered patients lying between the sound, in sleeping
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places so narrow as to amost deny them the power of indulging, by a change of position.
The natural restlessness of the disease; . . . living without food or medicine except as
administered by the hand of casua charity; dying without the voice of spiritual
consolation, and buried in the deep without the rites of the church.” (Mulrooney 2003)

Emigration soared from 75,000 in 1845 to 250,000 in 1851. “This chaotic, panic-
stricken and unregulated exodus was the largest single population movement of the
nineteenth century.” (Campbell 2000)
On most of the ‘coffin ships’, the struggle for survival sometimes ended in murder.
(Griffin 2000) It is estimated that as many as 40% of steerage passengers died either en-
route or right away after arrival. “Thousands more died at disembarkation centers.”
(Ranelagh 2005) In Paddy’s Lament, Gallagher writes that, “out of roughly 100,000
emigrants carried aboard British ships to Canada in 1847, 25,000, or one in every four,
died en route or within six months after arrival.” (Gallagher 1982) Only the Slave ships of
the previous Century would have had such awful conditions, though they were privately
owned, and some captains hideously overcrowded them in order to get more fares.
Mulrooney adds that there were more passenger deaths aboard ships and in quarantine after
arrival in 1847 than in any other year in the nineteenth century. However, as miserable as
conditions were on board these ‘coffin ships,” most deaths were caused by diseases
brought on board the vessels. Typhus was the greatest killer, and it wasn’t until the
twentieth century that it became known that it was spread by lice. (Mulrooney 2003) The
Irish were tested during their six to eight week voyage, and only the strongest survived.
Unfortunately, many of the Irish emigrants who reluctantly left their homeland in hopes of
surviving abroad only found a watery grave. Laxton found that of the more than 5,000
ships that sailed during the six years of the Potato Famine, about 50 foundered, ending the
hopes of these starving emigrants before ever seeing American shores. (Laxton 1996)

In some respects, considering the conditions of the ship, those who survived were
estimated lucky. They survived the weeks at sea and successfully passed through the
guarantine station ultimately headed for the United States—by the back door, if necessary.
Most of them, as a result, ended their trip in New Y ork, not so much because it was their
intended destination but because the shipping concerns deposited them there. (Bayor and
Meagher 1996) “The immigrants were lemmings rushing to America, and nothing was
going to stop them,” says Joseph Robins, a retired social historian in Dublin. However, the
Famine emigrants who survived the journey did not know that they would arrive in
America a a very opportune time, and that they would develop a symbiotic rel ationship
with the young country as it matured. Once settled in America, Irish emigrants were first
inclined to view themselves as exiles rather than voluntary emigrants. They were smply
the victims of a forced and bitter exodus committed not only by the potato blight but
mostly by their English imperial masters. (Kenny 2000)

In addition to the fortuitous timing of the arrival of Famine emigrants, their sheer
numbers would help them endure their displacement as a massive group as they began the
long and painful process of assmilating into American communities. Once the Famine
emigrants arrived, William Shannon notes, “Neither the cities nor the Irish were ever the
same again.” (Shannon 1966) The Irish and the cities they settled in would grow together.
The determination of the Irish to succeed in America would eventually eclipse their desire
to survive.
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Industrialization was about to transform the American continent, and the Irish would
be there in time to contribute to its industrial and politicd machines. Dennis Clark
describes the opportunities that faced Famine emigrants, ‘“Paradoxically, what almost
wiped out this group also sent them to America as an emergent people ready to take up
new ways and ideas. Patterns of chain migration, prepaid passages, family, and
occupational connections would emerge that would greatly stimulate American life and
change the history even of the nation’s most powerful city.” (Clark 1986)

At first, Americans did not readily welcome what they saw as hordes of
impoverished and diseased immigrants unfit for almost any kind of work. Still, the new
arrivals flocked to the large cities, where they lived in slum areas and picked up work as
unskilled labor. Only 10 percent headed to the familiar rural areas in search of alife with
which they had been familiar in Ireland. America was not at al like the promises of fame
and easy fortune made by the sipping lines. (Albion 1939) The land had betrayed them
once; the fear was that it just might happen again.

Most people who came in touch with Irish emigrants declared that they seemed
innocent, disorderly, and uncivilized. It was argued that the economic circumstances
engendered by the Great Famine made the Irish undesirable additions to the republic,
hereditary characteristics defined the Irish as beings of inferior order. (Knobel 1988) They
didn't have time to worry about whether Canada was in British possession or if their shoes
were nicely polished and their hair brushed to perfection. It's obvious that they would seem
to have a savagery about them after working their land, seeing crops fail numerous times,
and being absolutely starved for years. They were frowned upon ssimply because they were
unaccustomed to other cultures and because they'd been, in some ways, out of touch with
much of life's ordinary dealings. They were often offered advice from organizations such
as the Christian society, which told them to have energy, patience, benevolence, and good
sense. These constructs are anything but helpful and much too general to be of any use to
emigrants whose focus is to eat, deep, and simply survive their experience on a coffin
ship. It was torment enough for the Irish to leave their beloved country, let alone be forced
to adhere to rules and culture shock.

Conclusion

The paper attempted to explore the disastrous impacts of the Great Famine including
emigrant diaspora, religion, and cultural awareness. Within this framework virtually every
aspect of the life of the Irish in America is examined. Even though the famine itself
probably resulted in about one million deaths, the resultant emigration caused the
population to drop by a further three million. The declining working opportunities as well
as economic deprivation deteriorated life conditions in Ireland and pushed thousands of
Irish to look for new chances overseas. Although most earlier emigrants had been sensitive
to reports of hard time in America and difficulties in the journey in particular, the exodus
continued to grow even in the face of the most disappointing reports from abroad and the
savage hardships of a mid-winter Atlantic crossing. Like the lovers in the ballad “Farewell
to Enniskillen,” they wished only to leave the hunger, oppression, and even the small
world of the village. Once settled in a world free of contrasts, “they think no more of
Ireland, nor Enniskillen town.” (Coffey 1997) Still, even the most enthusiastic immigrant
found what was literally a new world, one for which most were unprepared.
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Starting with the Famine of the 1840s, such a great migration revolutionized the
small Irish community previously there and facilitated the metropoliss colossal
development. Spectacular physical and economic growth, in turn, spurred on even more
transatlantic migration. (Diner 1996) In these years, the destinies of the United States and
the Irish became undividable. Three decades later America could legitimately claim the
earlier mature distinction that New York was America's “most Irish city.” It not only
lodged America's largest Irish community but also subsisted at the center of Irish American
political, cultural, and socia activism.

The road from colonist to citizen had been a long and difficult one. It was one easy
for immigrants arriving from farm to town during the colonial and antebellum period to
adjust to foreign surrounding, new customs, conditions, and language.
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Abstract

Bad |eadership with its attendant consequence of bad governance has been the major impediment
to the development of Nigeria. This problem has, therefore, been a serious concern to most
literary scholars in recent time. This study is an examination of Marxist ideology and revolution
in Akangbé’s play text, Ayégun published in (2007). It concerns itself with the thematic
preoccupation of the text by looking into the roles of political leaders in the act of governancein
Nigeria. The study adopts Marxism’s aspect of economic determinism in which capitalists own
the power and the proletariats have only their labour. Thisresultsin alienation of the proletariat
from their products and societal affairs. The study discovers that some of the leaders (i.e.,
political, traditional and religious leaders) are insensitive to the plight of the masses. The
political leaders, security agents, electoral officers, bank chiefs and some religious leaders
collaborate to rig elections and loot treasuries, thereby leaving the masses in perpetual suffering.
The study concludes that unless the masses rise up to the challenge posed by the ruling class,
oppression and impunity will continue.

Keywords: 1deology, Revolution, Marxism, Literature, Drama.
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I ntroduction

Leadership is employed in all facets of human endeavour, such as the home, school,
church, community or government. Apenda (2007:2) notes that a selfless and acceptable
leadership implies efficient and effective public administration, good public policies and optimal
management of natural resources for equitable distribution, improved per capital income and
overall development. It incorporates the features of accountability of public office holders,
transparency in government procedures and process, and adherence to the rule of law. This view
has become imperative, taking into cognizance the misdirected vision of most Nigerian leadersin
their service to humanity. The absence of true and incorruptible services of Nigerian leaders has
distorted the real conception and purpose of ‘leadership’ through democratic manipulations
aimed at personal, primitive accumul ation and benefits.

The type of leadership witnessed in Nigeria in recent time is at most disappointing. As a
result of poor leadership style, many who aspire to leadership positions no longer do so for the
purpose of selfless service and sacrifice, but for the benefits which such positions offer. Power
offers them the opportunity of a life time to rise above the general level of poverty and squalor,
which pervade the society. It offers them rare opportunities to acquire wealth and prestige, to be
able to distribute benefits in form of jobs, contracts, scholarships and gifts of money to relatives
and political allies (Dike, 1988:41). Anyam and Adega (2007:33) also maintain that because of
these benefits accruable to leadership positions in Nigeria, prospective leaders utilise different
means such as thugs and hooligans, arson, culpable homicide, illicit electoral process and severa
others to get to the top. The result of thisis seen in the economic, socia and structural problems
in the development of the country. This study, therefore, examines the Marxist ideology and
revolution in Adéniyi Akangbé’s (2007) Ayégun.

The next section of this paper will look into the literature and ideology as it affects the
roles of awriter in addressing the ugly eventsin his political environment.

Literature and | deology

Jacobson (1962) in Eagleton’s famous work, Literary Theory: An Introduction (1988:2)
defines literature as a kind of writing which represents an ‘organised violence committed on
ordinary speech’. Eagleton (1988:2) notes that ‘literature transforms and intensifies ordinary
language, and it deviates systematically from everyday speech’. He explains further that ‘the
texture, rhythm and resonance of literary words are in excess of their abstractable meaning — or,
as the linguists might more technically put it, there is a disproportion between the signifiers and
the signified’ (Eagleton, 1988:2).

Finnegan (1977:270) also describes literature as ‘what people do: the way they act within
a literary context, the social conventions connected with literary activity which they observe and
manipulate, the different uses to which they can put literary formulations — literature, according
to Finnegan (1977:270) is in fact, ‘conceived as social action by people rather than as a static

http://www.ijhcs.com/index.php/ijhcgindex Page 40



Volume?2 Issue4

March 2016

entity in its own right’. Eagleton (1988:16) reasons along this line when he says that ‘literature is
vitally engaged with the living situations of men and women: it is concrete rather than abstract,
displays life in all its richvariousness, and rejects barren conceptual enquiry for the feel and taste
of what it is to be alive’. While distinguishing literary language from other forms of discourse,
Eagleton (1988:4) notes that it ‘deforms’ ordinary language in various ways. ‘Under the pressure
of literary devices, ordinary language is intensified, condensed, twisted, telescoped, drawn out,
turned on its head’. According to Mayhead (1981:3), ‘literature has been found over the centuries
to have certain important kinds of value for human beings. One of these kinds of value has to do
with the medium which literature employs: the medium of language. All literature uses language,
but by no means everything that is written can be called literature’. Mayhead (1981:10) states
further that ‘the reading of good literature can bring a man, more closely into contact with the
‘real world’ than he could ever have been brought without a degree of personal experience for
which the span of most lives is insufficient’. Because of this, literature, as noted by Mayhead
(1981:3), ‘far from making a man anti-social, can equip him to lead his life among his fellows
with the kind of adequacy, satisfaction, and understanding he would not otherwise have known’.

To this end, in literature, how words say what they say is just as important as what they
signify. Thisiswhy Ngara (1990:4) is of the view that:

the criticisajudge of effective communication and

seeks to explore the soundness of the artist’s assumptions
about the world. In order to perform his or her task
satisfactorily, the critic must be in a position not only

to tell uswhat the writer says but also to comment on

the value of the writer’s message and how effectively

it is communicated.

From the foregoing, literature could be described as the mirror of the society which
‘grapple with language in a more strenuous, self-conscious way than usual. The world which that
language contains, is vividly renewed’ (Ngara, 1990:4). On the other hand, Balogun (2007:197)
observes that ‘the history of literature is the history of literary criticism. The latter as an ally of
the former makes creative writing more complementary and helps to conceptuaise the
pedagogical import of texts of literature into ideological standpoints’.

Ideology, as observed by Hawkes (1996:60), ‘originates as a ‘meta-science’, a science of
science. It claims to be able to explain where the other sciences come from, and to give a
scientific genealogy of thought’. Ideology traces ideas, through sensation, to their material
surroundings. The term ‘ideology’ according to Adéyemi (2003:12), is a borrowed word from
Greek — ‘ideos’ and ‘logos’. The Greek root of the word indicates that it has to do with the
‘science of ideas’. ‘Ideos’ originally connotes light, that which illuminates, while ‘logos’
connotes unfolding, bringing together and grasping. So, whichever way one looks at it, in the
words of Wilmot (1980:15) cited in Adéyemi (2003:12-13), ‘ideology should lead to an unfolding
of reality and understanding of reality’. The message of Wilmot is that ideology seeks to remove
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the veils of superstition, ignorance, obscurantism and mystification. It seeks to allow the truth of
reality to come forth. Hawkes (1996:56) posits that, ‘ideology achieves a momentous
philosophical breakthrough, by transcending the ancient oppositions between matter and spirit,
things and concepts’. He says ‘the new discipline of ‘ideology’, then, claimed to be nothing less
than the science to explain all sciences’. It had ambitions to establish ‘a grammar and language
modelled after mathematics...in which each idea was assigned its corresponding linguistic sign’.
According to Joseph (2007:186), ‘ideology is an act of reasoning by an individual, a group or a
classin the society. Literature is a product of a series of ideological phenomena in its attempt to
rid the society of its several ills across time’.

The concept of ideology is succinctly defined by Ngara (1990:11) as ‘that aspect of the
human condition under which people operate as conscious actors. ldeology is the medium
through which human consciousness works’. He says:

Our conception of religion, politics, morality, art and science is deeply
influenced by our ideology. In other words, what we see and believe largely
depends on our ideology, ideology being the medium through which we
comprehend and interpret reality. Reality itself exists objectively outside our
consciousness and independently of any particular individual but how one sees

and interprets it depends in part on one’s level of ideological development.

From Ngara’s point of view, ideology serves as the medium through which human
consciousness operates. Human beings perceive issues differently as related to their experiences
and how well they understand and interpret these experiences into reality. Thus, a writer freely
expresses hisideology through hiswritings.

In this sense, Ngara (1990:11) singles out three categories of ideology which, he says, are
crucial in the criticism of African literature: the dominant ideology or ideologies, authorial
ideology and aesthetic ideology. By the dominant ideology of an epoch, he means, ‘the beliefs,
assumptions and set of values that inform the thoughts and actions of a people in a particular era’.
For example, the ideology of a ruling class is projected through ideological state apparatuses
(ISAs) such as the religious ISA, the educational ISA, the political ISA and the cultura 1SA,
which includes literature and the arts. Ngara emphasizes that in colonia Africa the dominant
colonial ideology, which was bourgeois, was projected through the various ISAs, principaly the
educational, the religious and the cultural I1SASs.

Ngara clarifies that in class society the dominant ideologies such as those of colonial
rulers will inevitably be threatened by oppositional or competing ideol ogies such as nationalism.
In a situation where conflicting ideologies are symptomatic of a class struggle, a writer will
project an ideological stance which may or may not be homologous with one or the other
opposing ideology. As part of the African petty bourgeoisie and of an oppressed race, most
writers write from nationalist standpoints, but, asis the case in any such situation, the ideol ogical
stance of each writer will in part depend on his or her level of political consciousness. A writer
may adopt a moderate or radical nationalist standpoint or even display symptoms of what has
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been called ‘the colonial mentality’. Whatever stance the writer takes constitutes his or her
authorial ideology. (Ngara, 1990:11-12).

The second category of Ngara’s ideologies is authorial ideology. Authorial ideology is
what determines the writer’s perception of reality. Whether a writer presents an accurate analysis
of social reality or not, whether a writer presents a view of society characterized by false
consciousness or not, depends largely on authoria ideology. The third category, which is called
aesthetic ideology, refersto the literary convention and stylistic stances adopted by the writer.

From the foregoing, it could be understood that literature and ideology are interwined.
This is explained in Eagleton’s (1988:22) view that ‘to speak of ‘literature and ideology’ as two
separate phenomena which can be interrelated is... in one sense, quite unnecessary. Literature, in
the meaning of the word we have inherited is an ideology. It has the most intimate relations to
questions of social power’. Like religion, literature, as noted by Eagleton, ‘works primarily by
emotion and experience and so was admirably well-fitted to carry through the ideological task
which religion left off. Indirectly, literature has been communicating ideological dogmas
disguised as timeless truths, thus distracting the masses from their immediate commitments,
nurturing in them a spirit of tolerance and generosity, and so ensuring the survival of private
property’ (Eagleton, 1988:2). Literature is ‘vitally engaged with the living situations of men and
women: it is concrete rather than abstract, displays life in all its variety and rejects barren
conceptual enquiry for the feel and taste of what it is to be alive’ (Eagleton, 1988:16). In the next
section, the theoretical approach used in unraveling the writer’s ideological stance on the political
issuesin Nigeriawill be discussed.

Theoretical Framewor k

Marxism is an ideological theory that was introduced by Karl Marx and Fredrich Engels.
They met each other in September, 1814 and discovered they had similar philosophical ideas on
capitalism and agreed to work together (Joseph, 2007:191). Marx’s thesis is dualistic in nature.
First and foremost, he highlighted the prominence of economic factors in the functional structure
of society and its development. Marx postulated the economic substructure of economy as so
strong that it affects virtually al the spheres of life on the one hand, and this economic
substructure ensures dangerous orientation and precedence on the other hand. To him, this
economic stronghold is the edifice on which the society is hinged. The second postulate relates to
change in society through triadic stages: thesis (affirmation), antithesis (negation) and synthesi s
(reconciliation). This affirms a continuous dialectical process which follows the synthesis (Otite
and Ogionwo, 1979:30). Here, it must be emphasized that Marx parted way with Hegel on the
different interpretation of the diaectical synthesis. while Hegel was a bit spiritual and abstract in
his interpretation, Marx interpreted his synthesis on the social structure of the society (Alamu,
2010:61). Marx’s class theory, according to Otite and Ogionwo (1979:30), hinges on the first
postulate with the premise that ‘the history of all hitherto existing society is the history of class
struggles’. Ever since human society emerged from the dawn of consciousness, ‘it has remained
fundamentally divided into classes which clash in the pursuit of class interest’. The pivot of the
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capitalist system is the persistence and dichotomy between the exploiters and the exploited;
between the bourgeoisie and proletariat; between buyers and sellers of labour power other than
functional collaboration. Coser (1971) opines that ‘class interests and the confrontations of power
show that they brought in their wake what Marx referred to as ‘determinant of social and
historical process’. Thus, this social and historical process in the hitherto existing human society
is inherently ‘conflictual’ because ‘it breeds class consciousness and militant class conflicts
which, with time, will destroy the existing social system and lead to a new social order’ (Coser,

1971:48).

Karl Marx argued that the mode of production is the economic foundation of any society.
It is this mode of production that forms the economic structure on which the super-structure rests
(Otite and Ogionwo, 1979:31). Alamu (2010:61) submits that ‘the mode of production gives rise
to bourgeoisie and the proletariat who are the poor, weak and property-less class. The wealthier
and more powerful class exploits the relationship between the classes and gets the profits off the
labour of the poor’. To this end, the bourgeoisie employed all types of ideologies; economic,
religious and political as strategies to retain their position as they continue to exploit the masses.
The bourgeoisie also use their economic power to acquire political power.

Karl Marx was primarily challenged with the problem of alienation of man in capitalist
society. Coser (1971:51) asserts that ‘alienation in the domain of work has a fourfold aspect: man
is alienated from the object he produces, from the process of production, from himself, and from
the community his fellows’. According to Alamu (2010:62), ‘for Marx, man is denied the reward
of his creative power, hence resignation to fate becomes the order of the day. The exploiters
enjoy their incumbents while the exploited resign to fate. Thus, the proletarians would hide under
the guise of religion to seek for solace in fantasy’. To Marx, the role of religion is to sedate or
pacify the masses. He emphasized that religion could be a channd of protest, resignation or
acceptance of the suffering and miseries of the capitalist exploitation.

Alamu (2010:62) remarks that Marx is embittered by the social inequality and unfairness
in a capitalist society and negates the role religion plays against the interest of proletarians. Marx
sees religion as an illusion which eases the pain produced by politico-economic exploitation and
oppression. Dzurgba (2000:45) notes that Marx perceives religion as the distortion of reality
which provides reasons for the deceptions that form the basis of the exploiters, political or
economic ideology and a false class consciousness. Therefore, Marx and Engels (1932) in Scharf
(1970:82) opine that ‘religion is the moan of the oppressed creature, the heart of a heartless
world, the sense of senseless conditions. It is the opium of the people’.

Religion does not solve the problem of human suffering, but it is smply a misguided
attempt to make life more bearable. For Marx, most religious movements originated from the
oppressed classes whose social conditions of poverty provide the most fertile ground for the
growth of new religions (Haralambos, et al., 1980:460). Thus, religion makes poverty more
tolerable by offering a reward for suffering and promising a justified redress for injustice in the

http://www.ijhcs.com/index.php/ijhcg/index Page 44



Volume?2 Issue4

March 2016

kingdom of God. Religion discourages the masses from making efforts to change their social
situations.

Marxist prominent features are therefore, class propaganda, revolutionary didacticism and
ideological specifications of the total state. Although formalists believe that literature is a special
art that should be separated or distinguished from the socio-political world, Marxists have
contrary belief as they specify in what the society wants and what it does not want and that
literature cannot be understood without its historical context.

Hence, in the words of Alaba (1985:19), the point of view of Marxist literary theory, that
the socio-economic conditions prevalent in a society prominently shape the consciousness of the
people as often expressed in their art forms (including literature), philosophy and religion,
becomes relevant in the interpretation of Alagbé’s Ayégun.

Marxist Ideology and Revolution in Akangbé’s Ayégin

The play text, Ayégun, is a representation of Nigerian political milieu. The setting of the
play is a town named Ayégun. The story centres on the socio-political activities of the town
where governor Korolari, is directing its affairs. The play opens with the celebration of Kordléri,
who has just won a gubernatorial election into Ayégun state. The first assignment on assuming
office is the deliberation on the sharing formula between the Governor and the members of his
cabinet (Akangbé, 2007:10).

This depicts what Nigerian political class stands for. They go into politics or leadership
positions simply to enrich their private purse and thereby widen the horizon of their fortune. It is
a reflection of the political scenario in Nigeria, both at local, state and national levels, where
politicians are only interested in money sharing and neglect people they are representing. In as
much as one is not disputing the fact that the politicians should be paid salaries, the jumbo pay
assigned to themselves is what one is concerned about. A leader’s perception and preoccupation
in governance should be the benefit of the people. Governor Kordlari and his commissioners go
further to discuss how government infrastructure such as refinery, university, mining industry etc.
would be located and built in their respective localities. Apart from the governor and his
commissioners, the party stalwarts and friends of the governor, including the king, the chairman
of the electoral commission, an army general, a bank manager and a cleric, also visit the governor
in his house to get their own share of contract in the state. These people are involved in rigging
the election that brought in Kordlari as governor of Ayégun. Their discussion on the just
concluded election goes thus (Akangbé, 2007:18-19):

Kabiyesi: S¢é mo so fun ¢ pé oro agba
bi ko se 16wutro, 6 n bo wa se 1gjo ale.
Bomodé ba ti n gégi nigho lagba ti i mobi
tigi ohun yoo wo si.
‘Did I not tell you that if a word spoken
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by an elder does not come to passin the
morning, it will definitely come to pass
later in the day. If ayoung oneiscutting a
tree in the forest, it isthe elder around
that knows the direction the tree will fall’.

Gomina: E 0 paro baba.
‘It is the truth, old one.’

Kabiyési: Awon ti gba pé bawon ba ti lar ilu to po
leyin, awon y00 gbégba oroke gege bi ofin
$€ SO.

‘They were so confident of having more supporters,
therefore, victory would be theirs as the constitution says.

2

Jenera:  Igbagbé 16 se won.
‘They were so ignorant.’

Kabiyesi: ...igbagbé naa 16 segbe Oniyo ti ko fi mo pé
bawon kan ti n be labe 0fin lawon miiran wa
|oke ofin.

‘...it was ignorance that did not make the opposition
party realise that as some are under the law so are some
abov
e the law.’

The playwright vividly describes the ugly turn the Nigerian political system has taken in recent
time. Free and fair elections that are devoid of rigging, hooliganism, hired thuggery, killings etc.
are rarely conducted. People’s votes do not count as is evident in Kabiyesi’s and Jenera’s
statements above. These people represent the upper class in the society who use their positions to
continually oppress the masses. The pivot of the capitaist system is the persistence and
dichotomy between the rulers and the ruled; between the bourgeoisie and proletariat. Some
traditional leaders that are supposed to defend the interest of their subjects, are involved in
rigging elections in their domains. They collaborate with the politicians, electora officers and
security agents to steal people’s votes. Hence, the result has always been thieves and rogues
occupying exalted positionsin Nigeria.

In the text, while the governor is appreciating roles played during the election by some
influential and prominent people in the state, he says (Akangbé, 2007:22):
Ta ni ko mo ninu Egbe Onira pe atiwolé wa ko
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seyin Kabiyesi Oba Amayégun, Jenera oga ologun,
Abarotan Kosofe tii se oga olopaa ati Arije Alapapin,
0ga agba igbimg oluseto idibo.

“Who does not know in our party that our victory
would not have been possibleif not for the involvement
of His Mgjesty, King Amayégun, the Army General,
Abarotan Kosofe, who is a commissioner of police and
Arije Alapapin, the Electoral Commission chairman?’

The writer identifies the accomplices in election rigging as powerful people in the society who
see themselves as being above the law of the country. Those identified are traditional rulers,
security agents (army and the police) and electoral commission officers. The names given to
these characters suggest their roles as dubious government officials. ‘Abarotan Kosofe’, name of
the police boss signifies lies and bribery. ‘Arije Alapapin’ also connotes bribery and sharing.
According to the playwright, election rigging would not have been possible if it were not for the
support of these people. At the end of elections, these people are compensated with juicy
contracts and appointments. Most times, the contracts are either done half way or not at all. For
instance, in awarding contracts to his associates, governor Kordlari declares (Akangbé, 2007:22-
23):

Kabiyesi Amayégun ni yoo fowo mi gbogbo kongila

to jemo ilé kiko pata jakejado ile wa, ti 6 fi mo ilé-iweé

bee bee o (pp. 22-23).

‘His majesty, Amayégun will handle all building contracts
including two proposed universities, companies, hotels, etc.’

Similar contracts are awarded to other collaborators like the army chief, the police boss and the
electoral commission chairman. In order to avert military incursion in their democratic
arrangement, an extra assignment is given to General Alabi Alapamopamo to caution and
monitor his boys very well. The governor promises to be ‘settling’ them every month and
promises to increase their salaries. This is the representation of the Nigerian political system
where some traditional rulers have become contractors. Government appointments are given to
their children and families, forgetting the downtrodden people in their domains. One wonders
how such traditiona rulers will be bold to tell the politicians that the people they are governing
are suffering. In a capitalist economy like Nigeria, people in the lower class are under the
exploitation and oppression of the people in the upper class. The writer equally brings to the fore
the strategies employed by the Nigerian political leaders in the present political dispensation to
checkmate the military in taking power from them as was being done in the past. Part of such
strategies is by increasing their salaries and allowances, upgrading the infrastructures in the
barracks, giving out car loans at affordable rates and so on.
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Having succeeded in sharing the state’s resources and wealth among the ruling class and
their cohorts, the proletariats such as the artisans, peasant farmers, teachers, students, etc. are left
in abject poverty and suffering. In the text, governor Kordlari connives with the bank manager to
divert a sum of 2.5 hillion naira meant for the procurement of fertilizer for the farmers to his
personal account. This money is used to celebrate his grandfather’s death, who had died thirty-
two years before. Governor Kordlari, while discussing the buria arrangements with his wife,
Folawewo, says (Akangbé, 2007:28-29):

Gomina: ...indwo ti a ba fi bilionu naira se, ardy¢ yoo pokiki re.

‘...a ceremony that two billion is expended on will be
the talk of the town.’

Folawewo: O di dandan. Bi ko b4 tile wa kéju re tan patapata,
owo osll awon tisa ni yoo faragbd iyoku...

‘Very sure. Even if it is not enough, teachers’ salaries
will take care of the rest...’

It is generally believed that the crops of Nigerian leaders are insensitive to the plight of
the people. Nigeria’s resources are lavished on frivolities like partying, clothing, buying houses,
acquiring private jets and the likes, which ordinarily can not be done with their hard earned
money, thereby neglecting the masses. Money that is expected to boost agriculture is diverted to
individual purses. That is why in Nigeria today, technological advancement in the agricultural
sector has remained a mirage. Of late, it was widely reported in most Nigerian Newspapers that
about five hundred billion naira (N500b) realised from SURE-P (Subsidy Re-investment and
Empowerment Programme) had suddenly disappeared (THE NATION, 2013a). This is a
programme Nigerians were coerced to accept despite their resistance that culminated in protests
and strikes in January, 2012. It was also reported that Excess Crude Funds of five billion dollars
($5b) was missing from the nation’s Excess Crude Account (THE NATION, Monday 18,
November, 2013). These scenarios are just a few out of many atrocities being committed by
Nigerian leaders. In most States of the Country, delay in the payment of teachers’ salary has been
a recurring phenomenon. Teachers are treated as outcasts or non-entities, even when other civil
servants are paid, teachers’ salary could be delayed to whenever it is convenient for the leaders.

Moreover, the writer does not seem to exempt religious leaders from the conspiracy
against the suffering masses. At the remembrance ceremony of governor’s grandfather,
prominent people in the society are in attendance including Reverend Qbadaya Mobolorundurd
Owonikoko, King Adékunlé Bayéwumi Afowosefja, General Alabi Alapamopamo, Dr. Babaleje
Ajoje (bank manager), commissioners, etc. Their names portray them as oppressors and those at
the upper class in a capitalist society like Nigeria. Earlier, governor Kordlari had instructed his
aides to arrange school girls for his important guests. Each of the guestsis assigned a girl in the
governor’s guest house. In their conversation, the Reverend narrates his experience with the girl
assigned to him saying (Akangbé, 2007:104-105):
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Alafaa: Nigba ti awa si wa ni 9do ni nnkan bi ogbon
odun seyin, omind y60 maa ko wa ni lati sinmo
omobinrin odun méjidinlogin, tori a 6 maa siyeméji
boya 0 ti balaga tabi ko tii balaga. Ay¢é igba yen niyen.
Amo lode oni, Oba onise iyanu ti gb¢é titun dé, awon
omo odun méjila soke die ti a foju si pé won kéré ni
isektise won poju.

Reverend: “When we were younger some thirty years back, we
used to be scared of having sexual intercourse with
agirl of about eighteen years, because the thought
was whether she was matured or not. That was then.
But today, a wonderful God has brought a new thing.

Girls of twelve years and alittle bit above are more
promiscuous.’

In Nigeria today, there are cases of so-called men of God that are accused of adultery,
raping, duping people, using human beings for money rituals and so on. One wondersif thistype
of cleric (pastor or imam) could be called a man of God. Reverend Owonikoko exemplifies some
clerics who wine and dine with corrupt politicians. This makes it difficult for them to preach the
truth in their sermons on issues relating to politics or other socia vices in the country. Most of
them are ‘settled’ by these corrupt politicians by awarding contracts or giving out cash. As a
result, their preaching is not focused on the excesses of the politica class, rather it is aways

admonishing the congregation that is comprised of the poor to continue to persevere, endure and
be tolerant.

As the play progresses, two young students, Sola and Lola (p. 68) are depressed and
confused about the situation of things in their state, Ayégin, thus resigning to fate (Akangbé,
2007:68):

Sola: 1gbégb() mi ni pé€ 9jo ola n bo wa déra.
Bi oni tile koro, adun n bo lona pelu orin isegun.

‘My belief is that tomorrow will be better.
Even if there is bitterness today, sweetnessis on
the way with avictory song.

Lola: O ko paro. Igbagbé témi naa ni pé ki 4 diré de
Ollwa, ki & s tUjuka, yoo si ma wani ayale, mo
ni daro6 de Oldwa.

‘You are correct. My own belief too is for us to
wait on the Lord, and be of good courage, He shall
strengthen our hearts, | say, wait on the Lord.’
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Karl Marx and his followers do not subscribe to resigning to fate when confronted with
oppression; rather steps to address oppression are imperative. In our opinion, such resignation to
fate is counterproductive. Youths are believed to be the future of any nation, thus if
mismanagement of any nation’s resources by the present leaders is not challenged today by the
youth, then the future of such nation is not guaranteed.

However, the writer is not telling the youth to be docile on issues that affect their future;
rather he is charging them not to keep mute on matters that concern them. The choice of the
biblical allusion (Psalm 27:14) in the excerpt is deliberate. It is pointing to the havoc religion
might cause if excesses of corrupt leaders are not checked. For Marx, the masses should not see
religion or science as a means of freedom from exploitation rather; they should rise to fight for
their freedom. Abrahamson (1990:58 ) cited in Adéosun (2007:504) notes that:

So long as the means of production are owned by one
group, there is oppression and estrangement. Recognise
its true source. Don’t blame it on the stars, and don’t
look to religion or to science for answers. And when you
recognise the true source of your estrangement, act.

This assertion is justified when the play ends with the aggrieved people, comprising of
students, women, artisans, farmers and various groups, appearing at the venue of the governor’s
grandfather’s remembrance ceremony and singing revolutionary songs. With them are guns,
machetes, charms, and other dangerous weapons. The oppressors are over-powered and killed.
Remarks and Conclusion

This study has examined Marxist ideology and revolution in Adéniyi Akangbé’s play text,
Ayégun. It investigated roles of political leadersin the act of governance in Nigeria as depicted in
the text, using Karl Marx’s theory as a framework. The study delved into the persistent
dichotomy between the rulers and the ruled; between the bourgeoisie and proletariat. It
established that the ulterior motive of these leaders is to enrich themselves with the common
wealth of the people, thereby leaving the people they are governing in perpetual agony and
suffering. The reason corruption has become pervasive and endemic in Nigeria is because no
serious actions are taken against it. No country can attain greatness or perhaps, even survive, if
corruption and criminality have become the order of the day in state polity. Also, it should be the
responsibility of the people to checkmate the excesses of the insensitive leaders rather than
resulting to silence on the issues that affect their well-being. It has been established in the text
that both the political, traditional and religious leaders are enemies of the masses. They
collaborate in sharing the wealth that belongs to the generality of the people, thereby leaving the
poor in perpetual suffering. Going by the Marxist ideology, these oppressors will never think of
better life for the oppressed. Karl Marx realised that there is a tendency for oppression from the
ruling class that possesses both economic and political powers over the masses, hence, he
suggested that the only appropriate strategy for development is revolution. It is the responsibility
of the peopleto liberate themselves from the oppressors. They should not ook up to religion for a
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solution. In this study, therefore, the playwright concluded the story on the note that the massesin
the State of Ayégun take their destiny in their hands by confronting and killing their tormentors.
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Abstr act

Trandation of culture and cultural trandation have been proportionately given some
agitations among trandators to deal with. This is owing to the reason that culture is an
indispensable part in trandation. Having treated cultural trandation, the trandator must
take the mediatory position between source and target language in order to decipher the
points of similarities and differences across cultures (Akbari & Shahnazari, 2014). Of many
theories and models proposed, the trandator's challenge is to opt for the right theories and
cultural models to be applied in cultural trandation so as to produce a faithful trandation.
The aim of the present study is to juxtapose two models and theories in culture namely
Iceberg Theory and Spider-Web Lattice of HomoKult to see which one would be more
salutary to be operated in cultural trandation and to behold which of them would satiate the
needs of the target audience.

Keywords. Trandation of Culture, Cultural Trandation, Iceberg Theory, Spider-Web
Lattice of HomoKult.
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1. Introduction

1.1. Culture and Trandation (The Two Must-do Constituents)

Culture is an indispensible section of peopl€e's lives. Everyone is born with peculiar
and archetypical culture. Therefore, there exist infinite subcultures constituting an exhaustive
or mother culture in one society. In this vein, connecting cultures with one another requires
devising one robust instrument to get them familiarized thoroughly. Of many instruments,
trandation and interpretation have gained their reputation compared with other studies in
order to the fact that they work directly upon people's lives and standard of living.Generally,
trandation is regarded as the multidisciplinary (Munday 2012, p.25) field in which
concentration is placed on the ranges of subject areas and is not exclusively pertained to one
special field.

Alfred Louis Kroeber and Clyde Kluckhohn (1952) define culture as:

Patterns, explicit and implicit of and for behavior required and transmitted by symbols,
congtituting the distinctive achievement of human groups, including their embodiment in
artefacts; the essential core of culture consists of traditional (i.e. historically derived and
selected) ideas and especially their attached value. Culture systems may, on the one hand, be
considered as a product of action, one the other hand, as conditioning elements of future action
(p.181).

As implied, the word ‘transmit’ requires much heed attention in this quotation since it
rightly works upon the transfer of stage-a dynamic process of reconfiguration in the target
language of set of source language semantic and structural components (Hatim & Munday,
200, p.46)-proposed by Nida (1969, p.33). How would be possible to do so? Moreover, how
isit possible to transfer symbols, patterns either explicitly or implicitly, and behaviorsinto the
target and receptive culture so that people can be familiarized with one another and wholly
build up the stable and durable frameworks of cultures in their minds? Of many queries
posed, these two questions often preoccupy the mind of audience. However, in this
connection, one agent or in better sense, one player acts out as the powerful reconciliator in
this circumstance.

Let us face it, a trandator or an interpreter, as the mediator (Akbari & Shahnazari,
2014, p.6) is responsible for linking cultures, concepts, symbols, patterns, and values of one
society to the receptive and target culture in order to constitutionalize and institutionalize the
real and exact tranglation of source culture. Taft (1981, p.53) argues on cultural mediator as:

The person who facilitates communication, understandings, and actions between persons or
groups who differ with respect to alanguage and culture. The role of the mediator is performed
by interpreting the expressions, intentions, perceptions, and expectations of each cultural group
to the other that is by establishing and balancing the communication between them. In order to
serve as a link in this sense, the mediator must be able to participate to some extent in both

cultures. Thus, amediator must be to a certain extent bi-cultural.

Needless to say, cultures are equipped with some peculiar and special items which
cannot be found in other cultures. It signifies that they are exclusively pertained to special
regions in this regard. How can the trandator or interpreter render such items into the target
culture in order to make them more palpable for the target audience? In addition, how can the
interpreter prepare the pliable situation of such cultural items in his’her interpretation? Do
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some new and innovative ways exist to reconcile cultures and then amalgamate them with one
another? Does one new model of trandation exist in culture to prepare the ground for this
action? To what extend can the trandator or interpreter approximate and connect a Source
Culture (SC) to a Target Culture (TC)? To verify these questions, Pym (2014, p.139) argues
that the prime cause of cultural trandation and trandation of culture might be due to
movement of 'peopl e’ as 'subjects' rather than movement of the ‘texts' as ‘objects.

To learn more about cultural studies and cultural trandation, this article seeks to inspect
one of the theories of cultures named 'lceberg Theory' proposed by Edward. T. Hall in 1990.
In addition, this article is pining for checking off the intended theory in cultural trandation to
see whether Iceberg Theory saturates the real and exact needs of the trand ator/interpreter or
whether the trandator should resort to the other theories or models in order to render a piece
of text indelibly so as to meet the rea criteria of the target audience in this direction. On the
flipside, the present study is going to propose one peculiar scheme in cultural trandation or
trandation of culture known as Spider-Web Lattice (SWL) through the lens of the latest
model of culturd trandation as HomoKult (Capital K) in order to substantiate the
homogeneity and interconnectivity of cultures viathe intended scheme in cultural trand ation.
This study opens up the new window upon the futurity of cultural studies and cultural
trandation via Spider-Web Lattice of HomoKult model to approximate source audience to the
target audience owing to the fact that people can easily understand and perceive other
cultures through the act of proper and practical cultural trandation in thisregard.

2. Literature Reviewed
2.1. General Definition of Culture

Generally, people ascertain the real and exact meaning of culture and also they know to

which culture they belong. It denotes the fact that culture covers the vast range of topics.
Before going on to the main and primary definition of 'culture, it is better to inspect the
etymology of this term. Culture emanates from the Latin term as 'Cultus, 'Cultivation’, and
'Colore’ (Katan 1999, p.17). Biologically speaking, the intended term alludes to absorption of
elements in the environment. This is aso true for anthropology. People in one society, so to
speak, can absorb various elements yet unaware from their surrounding environments. In this
direction, the term "absorption’ would be regarded as a sine non qua as it shows the sense of
assimilation yet inevitably of something by someone.
Gail Robinson (1988, pp.7-13) categorizes diverse definitions of 'culture’ into two rudimental
levels namely: (1) External Level and (2) Internal Level. External Level besieges behaviors
such as language, gestures, customs, habits and products as literature, folklore, art, music, and
artifacts. On the other side of the coin, there exists Internal Level referring to ideas such as
beliefs, values, and institutions.

Some of the authors attributes culture to computer programming since it can expounds
habitual patterns of thought (Katan, 1999, p.20). To do so, Geert Hofstede (1991, p.5) argues,

“Culture is the collective programming of the mind which distinguishes the member of one
group or category of people from another..... Using the analogy of the way computers are
programmed....we will call such patterns of thinking, feeling, and acting mental programs,
Of....... software of the mind.”
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Ned Seeleye (1984, p.13) delineates culture as “I know of no way to better ensure having
nothing productive happen than for a language department to begin its approach to culture
by theoretical concerns for defining the term”. Tellingly, culture must be clarified both
theoretically and practically since theoretical facets of culture cause practical facets to be
created. However, there does not exist a stable and fix indenture amongst anthropologist to
define and depict 'culture’ absolutely (Asher, 1994, p.2001). Therefore, preparing the ground
for absolute definition of culture would be of high significance.

2.2. Models of Culture
2.2.1. Trompenaars Layer

Fons Trompenaars (1993, pp.22-23) interprets culture in three layers namely: (1) the
outer layer (e.g. artifacts and products), (2) the middie layer (e.g. norms and values), and (3)
the core (e.g. basic assumptions). The outer layer of this model of culture is the visible one
called explicit. The second layer (middle one) differentiates among norms, values, behaviors,
and idiosyncrasies in the society. And eventually, the last and the inner layer (core) acts as the
primary and vital layer in this direction. Thislayer iscalled implicit one since it is completely
invisible in society covering assumption toward something. Trompenaars cals this layer as
the 'heart of culture’ which in essence is completely unattainable.

Fig.1: Trompenaars'Layer

2.2.2. Hofstede's Onion

Tromenaars (1993, p.xi) quotes about Hofstede in which:
Thanks aso to Geert Hofstede who introduced me to the subject of intercultura
management. We do not always agree, but he has made a maor contribution to
the field, and was responsible for opening management's eyes to the importance of
the subjects.
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De novo, Hofstede delineates culture as 'skin of the onion' (1991, p.7) as onion is made
of some layers viz. surface and deep layers. These two layers are contributed to
‘practice’ and 'value' of culture of which the former covers norms, values, and products
compared with Trompenaars explicit layer and the latter alludes to originality of culture
compared with Trompenaars implicit or core layer.

Symbols

Fig.2: Hofstede's Onion &

2.2.3. Cognitive Culture

Emergence of new and different perceptions of culture prepares the situation to
peruse culture as a set of cognitive system. In this respect, culture would be considered
not as the 'pattern of life' but as the ‘pattern of mind'. Ward Goodenough (1963, p.167)

expresses,

“A society’s culture consists of whatever it is one has to know or believes in order to operate
in a manner acceptable to its member. Culture is not the material phenomenon; it does not
consist of thing, people, behavior, or emotions. It israther an organization of these things. It is
the form of things that people have in mind, their models for perceiving, relating, and
otherwise interpreting them.”

Keesing (1974) upholds that cultures and languages epistemologically correspond to
the same sphere in that both of them are visible products of abstract ideational codes within a
community. Henceforth, the linguistic analysis might open a crevice to those concealed
ideational codes governing the individuals' behavior in a society. For instance, Componential
Analysis (CA) can divulge underlying thoughts behind the words. So, once the translator
succeeds in reaching the rationale behind the words; the conglomeration of source language
to the target one would be reachable.

2.2.4. |ceberg Theory

The Iceberg Theory has long been operated to describe cultures. The intended theory
came to be seen through the work of Hall in 1950s. This theory expounds that the most
important parts of culture are invisible and concealed and what can be seen is as the catch
phrase ‘just the tip of the iceberg' such as music, art, food and drink, greetings, dress, and
rituals (Katan, 1999, p.29). Hall is regarded as the most influential vanguard in anthropology
and a highly prosperous business consultant, and skillful writer. Perhaps, he isthe first person
finding the way to link the meaning in language to the meaning in culture. In 1995, the most
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novel amelioration of Iceberg theory was put forwarded by Brake et al. (1995, pp.34-39) in
that

“Laws, customs, rituals, gestures, ways of dressing, food and drink and
method of greeting, and saying goodbye . . . These are all part of culture, but
they are just the tip of the cultural iceberg. The most powerful elements of
culture are those that lie beneath the surface of everyday interaction. We call
these values orientation. Value orientations are preferences for certain
outcomes over there.”

The terms 'value orientation’ in Iceberg Theory covers three facts of culture as action,
communication, and environment. In discussion section, this paper seeks to inspect all theins
and outs whether the intended theory would be apropos in trandation of culture and cultural
trandation and to see to what extent it would be prosperous upon conveying the cultural
terms from source language (SL) to the target language (TL).

food and drink
grectings, dress
manners, rituals
outserd behavigur

Orivntations to:

Action
Communication
.

Environment

Time
Space
Powcr
Individualism
Competitiveness
Structure

Thinking

Fig.3: Iceberg Theory
2.3. Theoriesof Culturein Trandation Studies(TS)
2.3.1. Non-Substantive Trandation of Culture

The notion of ‘cultural trandation' first came to be seen by the work of the Indian
cultura theorist Homi K. Bhabha. Cultural trandation, in general, would be considered as
the process without regarding source and target languages. Mostly, the main concentration is
upon the process of trandation rather than the product. However, some questions should be
posed to clarify the very essence of cultural trandation: (1) should the cultural trandation
keep and maintain the form of the source text altogether or should it be operated on the side
of target language? (2) Should be cultural trandation and trandation of culture situated
between source text and target text? And (3) what is the role of the trandator in such
situations? Bhabha (2004) adduces that cultural translation beleaguers 'a sense of new as an
insurgent act of cultural trandation’, ‘the borderline condition of cultural trandation’, 'the
process of cultural trandation, showing up the hybridity of any genealogical or systematic
filiations, and ‘cultural trandation, hybrid side of meaning'. Bhabha takes the notion of
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untranslatability found in Walter Benjamin's The Task of the Trandator' (1923/1977, p.61)
dusting off that ‘trandations themselves are untrandatable’. However, Bhabha takes this
notion due to corroborating ‘translation resistance’, 'a negation of complete integration', and
‘awill to survive' (Pym, 2014, p.140). In this connection, Bhabha (1994/2004) maintains that
trandlation theorization has been vested ‘awill to survive' in newly and fresh context in that

“If hybridity is heresy, then to blaspheme is to dream. To dream not of the past or present, nor
the continuous present; it not the nostalgic dream of tradition, nor the Utopian dream of
modern progress; it is the dream of trandation as survival as Derrida translates the 'time' of
Benjamin's concept of the after-life of translation, as sur-vivre, the act of living on borderline.
Rushdie translates this into the migrant's dream of survival, an initiatory [sic]; an empowering
condition of hybridity; an emergence that turns 'return’ into reinscription or re-description; an

iteration that is not belated, but ironic and insurgent (p.324).”

In Bhabha's reading, generaly, there does not exist any special Source Text (ST),
Target Text (TT), no resistance accomplishment (Pym, 2014). Tellingly, through the act of
negating and repudiating of such reading, the aim and the goal of cultural trand ation would be
considered as 'non-substantive' trand ation.

2.3.2. Call for Transfer Theory in Cultural Trandation

Even-Zohar proposes ‘transfer theory' to limn the heterogeneity and dynamicity of all systems
and movements of 'textual models from Source Language to the Target language. However,
amongst various movements, trandation is mere sort of such movements. Even-Zohar (1990)
anatomizes all kinds of transfer in such away as,

“Some people would take this as a proposal to liquidate translation studies. | think the
implication is quite the opposite: through a larger context, it will become even clearer that
‘tranglation’ is not a marginal procedure of cultural systems. Secondly, the larger context will
help us identify the really particular in translation. Thirdly, it will change our conception of the
translated text in such a way that we may perhaps be liberated from certain postulated criteria.
And fourthly, it may help us isolate what translational procedures consist of (p.74).”

As inferred, the term 'transfer’ would not be treated in isolation rather it will be
integrated into the relation of the host-receptive-system in order to yield modification. It is
worth mentioning that, amongst the intended movements scrutinized within system, only
some of the movements occur as trandations so as to behold transfer and transformation as a
sine qua non for cultura survival.

2.3.3. HomoKult: A Gateway in Cultural Trandation and Translation of Culture

HomoKult was first proposed by Akbari and Shahnazari (2014) due to the fact that
culture reconciliation and culture homogenization play a major role in Trandation Studies to
approximate Source Culture (SC) to the Target Culture (TC). HomoKult shows the
homogeneity and reconciliation of culture especialy in the field of trandation studies and is
regarded as the multidisciplinary field. HomoKult is made of two terms: (1) 'Homo-'is the
prefix signifies ‘one and the same’ utilized fraughtly in Latin Language and (2) '-Kult' is the
clipping form of the word as 'Die Kultur' in the German language. The reason behind opting
such terms would be reconciliating and amalgamating the cultural patterns of two diverse
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languages and then depicting culture homogenization in trandation. The main and sole
objective of HomoKault is to show and corroborate points of similarities in cultural trandation
and then to build up the stable and durable framework of culture paradigm which never
existed in Trandation Studies. Notable to say, HomoKult model of cultural trandation pays
much heed to the deep layer of culture in particular and language in general to peruse the
points of similarities among cultures. In the circle of HomoKult, one agent or one player, so
as to speak, plays as an indispensable part. Trandator as a mediator (Akbari & Shahnazari,
2014, p.6) or in better sense as 'Sprachmittler' seeks earnestly to connect and reconcile both
deep layer of language and surface one thoroughly in order to produce an eternal/indelible
cultura trandation. The ins and outs of the newly intended cultural model of trandation will
be explained in discussion section.

3. Discussion
3.1. HomoKult Opensup theHorizon in Cultural Trandation

Before going on to the main study, HomoKult model should be clarified in details to
see the main and mgjor functions of the intended cultural model in Trandation Studies. As
expatiated before, HomoKult is made of two various terms to inspect and peruse the
homogeneity of cultures in trandation. Does culture homogenization realy exist in
trandation? How would it be possible to transfer and identify the deep structure of
trandational items between Source Text and Target Text in order to produce the eternal
trandation? How can the trandator act as the mediator or 'Sprachmittler' to convey
trandational and trandatorial elements in the texts? HomoKult as the cultural model of
trandation pays much heed to both deep and surface structure of language. Tellingly, firstly;
this model scrutinizes deep structure of language in accord with trandational rules and then
hankers after perusing the surface structure of the language. In general, this model states that
differences are emerged from similarities since similarities and differences are somehow the
same; however, one element of differences differs from the whole elementsin this regard.

HomoKult as a trandation model in general and as a cultural homogenization model in
particular consists of four main subcategories namely: (1) Purposive Culture (PC), (2)
Ameliorated Culture (AC), (3) Circulated Culture (CC), and (4) Diglossic Culture (DC)
(Akbari & Shahnazari 2014, 1-13).

Purposive culture is the foundation of this model since it inspects 'norms, values,
behaviors, creeds, perception, conception, and conventions in one's society. The intended
items constitute the basement of one's society. Akbari and Shahnazari (2014) define
Purposive Culture as “any kind of rudimental culture scrutinized deeply in order to convey go
togetherness and then amalgamates deep layer of culture to those of the others.” For instance,
the manners and ways of apologizing in different language proportionately shape the body of
one's society since it works well with people's behaviors and creeds toward excusing. 'Excuse
me' in English, 'EnchuldigenSe' in German, 'Scusi’ in Italian, and 'Excusez-moi’ in French all
cover and besiege the same foundation-deep structure-of language. Therefore, transcreating
the same deep structure along with various format of an item would be mandatory and is
regarded as the sole and mere objective of Purposive Culture. In Spider-web lattice or
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scheme, Purposive Culture is situated in the vertex of it due to the fact that PC shapes the
deep structure of cultural trandation.

Akbari and Shahnazari (2014) clarify Ameliorated Culture as “any sort of culture which
works on the superficial layer of culture”. Ameliorated Culture as its identity demystified,
substantiates the rate of cultural transferability in surface layer of language. It somehow acts
as the role of decorator among other subcategories of HomoKult model of trandation. AC
investigates such terms as types of dancing, food, music, art, architecture, beverages, and so
forth. For instance, ‘Taglitelleai porcini’ as an Italian dish is rendered in Persian, English,
and German as ‘Supe Qarch’, ‘Mushroom Sew’, and 'Die Pilzuppe’ respectively. The
mentioned tranglations show that the decoration or the surface layer of language would be
different yet the deep structure of the intended trandation is the same. The ingredients of such
dishes are the same; however, the manner of cooking or adding some more condiments are
different. Generally, firstly, the trandator as the mediator identifies and reconstructs the deep
structure of a source item, and then he/she can decorate the surface structure of language
through adding, omitting, or compensating the trandational items. Worth mentioning,
Ameliorated Culture is progressive in nature since it constitutes the superficial layer of
trandation and culture and this layer is prone to be changed through the time.

Peripherality and fleetingness of cultural elementsin one's society would be regarded as
Circulated culture in that it pays fully attention to the rate of progression of one element in
the community to depict and delineate the temporal and spatial aternations in various fields
such as technology, cutting edge devises, and products across cultures. How can a trandator
deal with these situations? How can she/he transfer the main essence of such cultural
trandational items in the target language? To clarify the main vantage point, so as to speak,
notice to the term as 'iPad’ and 'iPod'. The best and appropriate equivalence of the intended
terms in the Persian language is 'Rajanake Males'. The appropriate Persian equivalent
accords with firstly considering the deep structure of 'iPad' as Purposive Culture and secondly
observing the technological environment in both languages (Source and Target). The other
point in the Persian equivalent is the rate of delivery of the intended English term since it
pays fully-fledged heed to the progression of this term in the receptive language; therefore,
'Rajanake Malesi' would be the best and relevant equivalent in thisregard.

On the flipside, Diglossic Culture observes cultural trandational items in both sides.
One side refers to the High Culture in that it hankers after regarding the particular and special
cohort of people such as professors, literati, elitist and statements. This group of people
equips with particular and resplendent expressions and that is due to the fact that the run of
the mill people would not understand them directly. On the other hand, Low Culture alludes
to illiterates, countrymen, and young generation of people. It is important to accept such a
truism that trandation for these two cultures (either High or Low) differ greatly. Noticingly,
trandator as 'Sprachmittler' must consider and observe the role of decoding ability in his’her
renderings. Decoding ability involves four main principles:

First: the capacity of children whose vocabulary and cultural experience are limited. Second:
the double standard of capacity of new literates, who can decode oral message with facility but
whose ahility to decode written message is limited. Third: the capacity of average literate adult,
who can handle both oral and written message with relative ease, and Fourth: the unusually
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high capacity of specialists (doctors, theologians, philosophers, scientists, etc.) when they are
decoding message within their own areas of specialization (Nida, 1964, pp.156-171).

Therefore, prior to the act of trandating, the trandator as the mediator should consider
the addresser and the addressee of the target text. Naturaly, the range of renderings differ
greatly in accord with the type of the text and the genre of the target text such as medical,
political, and economic texts.

To put high Culture into practice, the excerpts of Gerard Nolst Trenité is opted for to
see the particul arity of audience:

Sword and sward, retain and Britain
(Mind the latter how it's written).
Made has not the sound of bade,

Say-said, pay-paid, laid but plaid.

Now | surely will not plague you
With such words as vague and ague,
But be careful how you speak,
Say: gush, bush, steak, streak, break, bleak,

Previous, precious, fuchsia, via
Recipe, pipe, studding-sail, choir;
Woven, oven, how and low,
Script, receipt, shoe, poem, toe.

Say, expecting fraud and trickery:
Daughter, laughter and Terpsichore,
Branch, ranch, meades, topsails, aides,
Missiles, similes, reviles.
Wholly, holly, signal, signing,
Same, examining, but mining,
Scholar, vicar, and cigar,
Solar, mica, war and far.

As implied, Trenité draws upon diverse maze of phonetic disorders in order to put out the
virtuoso feat of composition, a mammoth catalog of the deaziest irregularities in English
version. Utilizing such alliterations and phonetic disorders are due to absorbing specia and
particular audience. Therefore, rendering these items in any language requires considering the
taste and skill of people of any language altogether and using directional equivalents to
transfer the main taste and message of the source language is of high significance. Directional
equivalence or one-to-two correspondence besieges various possible equivalents in the target
language yet directionally. In this respect, the trandator cannot reverse the intended
equivalent into the source language due to uni-directionality of equivalents. Therefore, A in
the Source language has the corresponding equivalents as B, C, and D into the Target
language.
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To corroborate the achievability and viability of Low Culture in trandation studies, Giacomo
Leopardi’s opus (L infinito) is chosen to behold the sense of Natural equivalence or one-to-
one correspondence in English trandation:
Semprecaro mi fu quest'ermocolle,
E questasiepe, che da tanta parte
Dell'ultimoorizzonte il guardoesclude.
Ma sedendo e mirando, interminati
Spazi di ladaquella, e sovrumani
Silenzi, e profondissimaquiete
lo nelpensier mi fingo; ove per poco
Il cor non sispaura. E come il vento
Odostormirtraquestepiante, io quello
Infinitosilenzio a questa voce
Vo comparando: e mi sovvienl'eterno,
E le mortestagioni, e la presente
E viva, eil suon di lei. Cositraquesta
Immensitasannega il pensiermio:
E il naufragar m'e dolce in questo mare.

The subsequent English trandation made by Mark Towler (1998) of the intended poem would
be asfollow:
Always dear to me was thislonely hill,
And this hedge, which from me so great a part
Of the farthest horizon excludes the gaze.
But as| sit and watch, | invent in my mind
endless spaces beyond, and superhuman
silences, and profoundest quiet;
wherefore my heart
amost losesitself in fear. And as | hear the wind
rustle through these plants, | compare
that infinite silence to this voice:
and | recall to mind eternity,
And the dead seasons, and the one present
And alive, and the sound of it. So in this
Immensity my thinking drowns:
And to shipwreck is sweet for mein this sea.

Noticingly, Mark Towler, the trandator, particularly considers the addressee of this Italian
and likewise English trandation and utilizes Natural equivalence throughout the Italian poem.
One-to-one correspondence refers to bi-directionality of the equivalents in both Source
language and Target Language. Understanding and perceiving natural equivalence in
trandation is the easiest way to convey the main essence of the source text. However, the
mentioned equivalence would not be considered as the sole and mere aim of trandation in all
situations. Whether the audience is willing to grasp the main gist of the source language, the
trandator as Sprachmittler adheres to natural equivalence to convey the superficial yet
unusual sense of the source text.

http://www.ijhcs.com/index.php/ijhcs/index Page 64



Volume?2 Issue4

March 2016

3.2. Spider-Web-L attice (SWL) of HomoKult M odel of Trandation

As expressed, the sole purpose of HomoKult model of cultural trandation is to put
entire concentration on homogenization of source culture to that of the target one. It purports
that through deep structure of both Source and Target language, the trandator as the robust
mediator is able to reconstruct the surface structure of language. Deep structure is somehow
the clearance to surface language. To be true, trandation as the intermediacy between
deep/surface or Sourceltarget aims at ssimulating source culture into the target one so as to
convince the audience upon the workability and speakibility of cultural homogenization in
practical trandation. To put this notion into practice, HomoKult model of cultural trandation
sees culture as the spider web lattice. The reason behind opting such scheme is that all
cultures from the very beginning are feeding from the mother culture or an exhaustive culture
in this vein. As noticed, web of spider connects all the webs to one resource which is the
center of web. Significantly, should one of web of spider cut out from the others for whatever
purpose, this causes to threat the identity of other webs or to destroy others. Culture in accord
with HomoKult model of cultural trandation acts like this since cultural trandation is the sole
agent of one nation to show and depict the potentials of one's culture. For any purpose, if
cultural items in the source language be falsified in the target language, so to speak, it makes
target trandation the mere superficial and no one can legitimately accept the originality and
eternity of that trandation. So far so good, the rate of absorbing audience either in source or
target language would be lessened to a high degree. Therefore, for the first step, the trandator
should consider the center-hub-of web of spider completely in order to the fact that he/she
must simulate the similar situation in the target language due to satiating the real need of the
audience.

Notes:

PC: Purposive Culture
AC: Ameliorated Culture
CC: Circulated Culture
DC: Diglossic Culture
Fig.4: Spider-Web Lattice of HomoKult Model
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As seen, the hub of the web would be the foundation of the web constituting Purposive
Culture since it pays fully-grown attention to the deep structure of cultura items in
trandation. It is like the powerful and enriched resource feeding other webs to construct the
surface of the culture in both Source and Target Language. As advanced, Purposive Culture
turns out feeding Ameliorated Culture in that it inspects the surface of culture in translation.
The nexus between Ameliorated Culture to that of Purposive one is mutually exclusive and
well-connected. Progressivity of Ameliorated Culture causes trandation to be inferred as
beautiful and original trandation since the trandator first constitutes and institutionalizes
Purposive Culture completely and then prepares the ground for Ameliorated Culture to be
considered as the decoration of cultura trandation in this regard. Should the trandator
observe such cultural items more fully-fledged in practica trandation, then it makes the
intended rendering more stable and durable through the time without any falsifications.
Circulated Culture is the enhancement and development of Ameliorated Culture since the
former is a little bit more exhaustive in nature. It covers the vast range of field such as
technology, products, values, and cultural traits from one place to another. Noticingly,
Circulated culture is the exhaustive and fully-grown one observing Purposive and
Ameliorated culture ssmultaneoudly. In this situation, the task of the trandator is somehow
drudgery due to lacking some pieces of information in technical fields. However, he/she can
simulate the approximate situation in the target language to satisfy the exact needs of the
audience. Examples to clarify this sort of culture would be expounded in next section. And
eventually, Diglossic Culture (HC and LC) constitutes the last web of this spider lattice to
show diverse techniques of trandation either naturally or directionally to corroborate either
deeply or superficially. HC is well-equipped to directional equivalence since first the
trandator should depict and simulate the ssimilar situation in the target language, then, she/he
must assess the rate of progressivity of cultural trandational items into the target language,
and on the flipside, he/she should regard the role of decoding ability in trandation in order to
the fact that the mere target and aim of DC is to meet the needs of the audience upon the
feasibility and practicality of the intended trandation. Importantly, the trandator at this stage
can claim hig’her true mediation between Source and Target Culture since to achieve this
level in practical cultura trandation requires rehabilitating PC, AC, and CC out and out so as
to produce and generate eternal, original, and silver-tongue rendering.

3.3. Spider-web Lattice vs. Iceberg Theory in Cultural Trandation: Which one Yields
the Persuasive Rendering?

In trandation studies, trandator requires considering every facet of practical trandlation.
It means that the trandator should regard not only the hidden-conceal ed-structure but surface
level of language to express and delineate every aspect of language through the lens of
trandation either in Source language or Target one. However, prior to the act of trandating,
he/she must take some models and theories into account. The trandator has to rely upon some
theories and models which put him/her forward to satiate the real and sheer needs of the
audience or reader, since the reader is the sole criteriain judging trand ation goodness. Among
various theories and models, the present study hankers after juxtaposing two of them viz.
Spider-web Lattice (SWL) and Iceberg Theory to see which of them is more beneficial and
appropriate for a trandator to rely upon in cultural trandation. As indicated earlier, every
trandation is made of deep and surface structure to show the real sense of the intended
original text. Let’s face it, which of these schemes actualy is more fully-grown utilizable in
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cultura trandation? Which one can depict deep and surface structure of the original text in
practical cultural trandation? And which of these can be honored by the audience in general
and reader in particular? Both Spider-web Lattice and Iceberg Theory orient culture and
language to a fuzzy area. However which one is fuzzier? These are some queries left
answered but this study seeks to answer them altogether and seeks to opt for the best and
appropriate scheme in cultural trandation.

As mentioned, every good and pure trandation is profoundly institutionalized in the
deep layer of language since it contains some vital and important information correspondingly
transferred into the target language. However, the trandator should consider both source
language and target one altogether and see trandation through the prism of bi-polarism. To
evince the real identity of cultural trandation, Spider-Web Lattice and Iceberg Theory are
juxtaposed to see which of them is more appropriate to be operated in cultural trandation.

¥ ¥
Fine arts  Literature

Drama Classical music  Popular music

Folk-dancing Games Cooking Dress

ttems of super
Courtship practices  Cor

Preference for competition or co-operation  Social interaction rats
Arrangement of physical space  Etc

Fig.5: SWL and Iceberg Theory

As observed, Iceberg Theory is made of two parts namely: (1) ‘awareness part' that is directly
observable and (2) 'out of awareness part' which directly invisible. Likewise, Spider-web
Lattice consists of PC, AC, CC, and DC to show deep and surface structure of culture in
various fields. Perhaps, the big difference is upon the way of treating deep structure by these
two schemes. Iceberg Theory of culture mostly pays attention to the awareness or visible part
of culture such as dress, literature, popular music, cooking, dancing, and games. To what
extend can the trandator convey the real and concealed essence of the intended items in
cultural trandation? To what extent can the renderer approximate to the deep layer of
language in Iceberg Theory? Does any deep structure exist in Iceberg Theory? To answer
these queries, notice to the word of 'Kimono', as an example, in Japan. Should the trandlator be
willing to render such item into the target language, he/she should adhere to natural
trangd ation or one-to-one correspondent trang ation which is somehow unacceptablein cultural
trandation and modern trandation. This is due to the fact that natural trandation causes
cultura trandation to be regarded as superficial one and consequently makes the audience not
be fully-fledged inferred by the real content of the source texts. The audience or the reader is
willing to read the smooth yet faithful trandation so as to understand the main and hidden gist
of the source text. Nevertheless, relying upon Iceberg Theory in cultura trandation would not
be a good choice for the trandator procuring an eternal rendering in this regard. On the other
hand, the exact trandation of the intended term (Kimono) in accord with Spider Web Lattice
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(SWL) is completely different since SWL considers first the exact deep structure of the
intended item. Should the trandator seek to simulate such item into the Persian language,
he/she exploits the similar and deep term as 'Rasuxi’ worn by the people in the north of Iran.
In this situation, the renderer depicts the profundity-depth-of thisterm into the target language
and correspondingly the target reader easily can delineate the rea essence of this term in
his’/her language. Importantly, the trandator utilizes both natural and directiona trandation
into the TL. More often than not, cultural trandation requires paying much heed to the
potential of equivalents adopted by the trandator. The renderer puts the audience and reader
either in clear and shine outcome or into the passive and murky area. As another example, the
name of food would be another case in cultura trandation. De novo, convergent similarity
(Chesterman 2006) would be an appropriate case in Iceberg Theory since it takes notice to the
faithful yet superficial trandation into the target language. Clearly, one cannot expect on
trandation's persuasiveness and dulcetness made in accord with Iceberg Theory. However,
besides adopting purposive culture, SWL conjectures Diglossic Culture in this circumstance
as it inspects the role of decoding ability in final and definitive trandation. As beheld, the
final and sheer aim of cultura trandation or trandation in general is to quench readers needs
and criteria. Source-Target Amalgamation and Deep-Surface Reconciliation in language play
an active and main axisin SWL. As another point, how would it be possible for the trandator
to render 'out of awareness part' in Iceberg Theory? This invisible part cannot directly
convince the reader and audience upon its feasibility and workability into the target language.
Noticingly, the audience is willing to peruse and inspect such cultural trandation transferring
denotatively and connotatively at the same time. It signifies the fact that both deep and
surface structures of language in trandation have to be conveyed directly and simultaneously
into the target language. For instance, 'martesy 13'in the Spanish language traces the unlucky
day in some varieties. If the trandator as the mediator seeks to find the relevant equivalent of
the intended term in accord with Iceberg Theory, he/she must adhere to the one-to-one
correspondence or faithful trandation into the target language and renders such terms as
"Tuesday 13™. In this vein, the translator cannot expect the reader to understand the real and
exact sense of the intended trandation in another language since he/she just transfers the
superficial content of that phrase. As previoudy noted, the sheer target of trandation is to
meet the needs of the audience and consider the role of decoding ability as a whole. However,
should the renderer translate such phrase in accord with SWL, he/she first regards the deep
layer of that phrase and its relatedness to the norm and value of one's society. Number thirteen
in most of the countries such as Iran, and Spain is considered as the ominous or unlucky
number causing bad and deplorable outcomes. How can the trandator render such term in the
target language containing both denotation and connotation meaning? Purposive Culture
suggests that the intended term contains unlucky and ominous connotation in the source
language. Notice that the addressee of this phrase would be English-speaking countries. In
this respect, the translator renders 'martes y 13" as 'Friday the 13™. This s due to the fact that
'Friday' in English-speaking countries contain negative connotation. This trandation is aso
true in Persian-speaking countries as the term 'Jome'e Nahs' conveying negative connotation.
The task of the trandator in this condition is to find and decipher the points of similarities
between two unrelated languages (Spanish and English) and then amal gamates the deep layer
of language to the surface one in order to produce the homogenized cultural trandation in
accord with Purposive, Ameliorated, Circulated, and Diglossic Cultures.
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Last but not least, durability and stability of cultural trandation are other important facets in
trandation studies. Prominently, all renderers are seeking to achieve the eternal and
imperishable trandation. Trandation or trandation of culture is the mirror of culture itself.
Tellingly, producing and procuring the genuine/original trandation is the utmost goal in this
field. Conjecture, translation made by the Iceberg Theory and consequently by SWL into the
target language, which one is more durable in nature? This might be considered as a joke, but,
what will happen if the 'awareness part' of Iceberg Theory is melted through the time? If the
‘awareness part' is attributing to cultura trandation and trandation of culture, the fina
outcome-rendering will be shattered and no one can legitimately rely on trandation's
feasibility and speakibility in cultural trandation diachronically. Therefore, prior to the act of
rendering, the trandator as a powerful mediator should regard the speed of trandation's
delivery across cultures and secondly consider the type of the audience being addressed-
decoding ability-in this direction. For instance, '‘Canocchie-Italian dish-would be rendered
first through the lens of Purposive Culture as 'Shrimp’, then it would be substituted by the
Ameliorated Culture as 'Mantis Shrimp' to trace the whole picture of the intended dish in
English version. To be true, in the Persian language, first the renderer adopted the mediatory
position and significantly adheres to the term as 'Meygu' through PC and appropriately selects
the directional equivalent as 'Meyguye Mantis' in the target language. Henceforth, the
audience in such circumstance can perceive the very nature of the intended trandation as
opposed to 'Canocchie'-borrowed-itself adopted in the TL. Should the renderer be willing to
trandate in accord with Iceberg Theory, he/she should utilize the original term along with
natural or one-to-one equivalence into the TL which is completely unacceptable in
Trandation Studies.

4. Conclusion

Cultural trandation and trandation of culture have been aways regarded as the
drudgery task of the trandator taking the position of mediation between Source Language and
Target Language. Points of similarities and differences constitute the deep and surface layers
of culture. Henceforth, observing such items in trandation or practical translation requires
scrutinizing every facet of culture. In the circle of practical trandation, no one can
legitimately repudiate the presence of translator. Generally, trandator as the mediator seeksto
conglomerate and reconcile both deep/surface and Source Language to Target Language to
figure out the points of similarities and differences across cultures.

To put cultural trandation and translation of culture in practical sideway, of many
proposed theories and models, this study hankers after considering and perusing the two
intended model and theory in culture and then inspects their relatedness and beneficiary to
cultura trandation namely: Iceberg Theory of Culture and Spider-web Lattice (SWL) of
HomoKult model. The former is divided by two parts: ‘awareness part' or visible part and ‘out
of awareness part. Trandator in the circle of Iceberg Theory often adheres and resorts to
natural equivalence or one-to-one correspondence since he/she cannot directly reach up to the
‘out of awareness part ssimultaneoudly. The trandator as the powerful mediator is unable to
link deep layer of culture to the surface one so as to produce the indelible yet smooth cultural
trandation. However, the intended model is fully usable in word-for-word or litera
trandation. The latter-SWL-is appropriately suitable to be utilized in cultural trandation as it
divides culture into four parts namely: Purposive Culture, Ameliorated Culture, Circulated
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Culture, and Diglossic Culture. SWL operates the intended four cultures at the same time to
find out first the deep layer of culture in cultural trandation to institutionalize the foundation
of trandation into the target language and then decorates and trims the trandation to satisfy
the taste of the audience. The main task of SWL of HomoKult model is to conglomerate the
Source language similarities (deep layer of language) to the Target one. Should the trandator
yearn for producing literal, natural, and one-to-one trandation, Iceberg Theory would be an
option; However, with the advent of cutting-edge devises and progressions in every field,
natural equivalence-superficia facets only-would be doomed to shunned away and the
trandators resort to directional or one-to-two equivalence to figure out both deep layer and
surface layer of language in either cultura or practical trandation. Therefore, applying SWL
of HomoKult in practical cultural trandation would be the good option to see and to reach the
similarities, deep layer of languages, and cultural homogenization across cultures in cultural
trangd ation.

http://www.ijhcs.com/index.php/ijhcs/index Page 70



Volume?2 Issue4

March 2016

References

Akbari, A. R. & M. T. Shahnazari. (2014). HomoKult: A New Model in Trandation.
Sage Open, (3) (4), 1-13.

Asher, R. E. (ed.) (1994). The Encyclopedia of Language and Linguigtics, (Vol.10).
Oxford, UK: Pergamon.

Benjamin, W. (1923/1977). Die Aufgabe des Ubersetzers, in Illuminationen:
Ausgewahlte Shriften, Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp, pp. 50-62.

Bhabha, H. (1994/2004). The Location of Culture, Routledge Classics Edition, London
and New Y ork: Routledge.

Brake, T., Medina-Walker, D., & Walker, T. 1995. Doing business internationally: The
guide to cross-cultural success. Burr Ridge, IL: Irwin

Even-Zohar, Itamar. 1990. Trandation and Transfer, Poetics Today (11) (1) [Specid
Issue on Polysystem Studies]: 73-78.

Goodenough, Ward. 1963. Cooperation in change.New York, NY: Russell Sage
Foundation.

Hall, Edward. T. 1990. The silent language. New Y ork, NY: Doubleday.

Hatim, Basil and Jeremy Munday. 2004. Trandation: An Advanced Resource Book,
London and New Y ork: Routledge.

Hofstede, Geert. 1991. Cultures and Organizations. Software of the Mind, London:
McGraw-Hill.

Katan, David. 1999. Trandating culture: An introduction for trandlators, interpreters,
and mediator. Great Britain, UK: St. Jerome Publishing.

Keesing, Robert. M. 1974. Theories on culture. Annual Journal Review, (77).

Kroeber, Alfred, Luis and Clyde Kluckhohn. 1952. Culture: A critical review of
concepts and definitions (Peabody Museum Papers, Vol. 47, No. 1).Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University.

Munday, Jeremy. 2012. “The Routledge Companion to Translation.” London and New
Y ork: Routledge.

Nida, Eugene. 1964. Towards a Science of Trandating. Leiden: E. J. Brill.

Nida, Eugene. 1969. Science of Trandation, Language (43) (3): 483-489.

Pym. Anthony. 2014. Exploring Trandation Sudies. New York, NY: Routledge.

http://www.ijhcs.com/index.php/ijhcs/index Page 71



Volume?2 Issued

March 2016

Robinson, Gail. 1988. Cross cultural understanding. Hemel Hempstead, UK: Prentice
Hall International.

Seeleye, Ned. 1984. Teaching culture: Strategies for foreign language educators.
Skokie, IL: National Textbook Company ACTFL.

Taft, R. 1981. The Role and Personality of the Mediator, in the mediating person. In S.
Bochner (ed.), Bridges between Cultures (pp. 53-73). Cambridge, MA: Schenkman.

Trompenaars, Fons. 1993. Riding the Waves of Culture, London: The Economist
Books.

http://www.ijhcs.com/index.php/ijhcs/index Page 72



Volume?2 Issue4

March 2016

Gender Differencesin Using Language in the EFL Classes:
From Teachers’ Views

Hawkar Omar Ali
Faculty of Education
English Department
Koya University, Iraq
hawkar .omar @koyauniver sity.org

Abstract

The use of foreign language in the EFL classrooms can be shaped by many factors, among
which gender has a leading role. Gender, which is a prominent element of language learning,
has become a subject of research for years. Previous studies have shown that male and female
students learn, study, and use language differently. The present study attempts to understand the
role of gender in using language differently inside the classroom. Further, this research
examines the factors that determine gender differences inside the EFL classrooms. Several
hypotheses were predicted about gender differences in using language. Therefore, a
guestionnaire was designed to collect data. The data were collected from 14 teachersin English
department at Koya University/Kurdistan Region-lrag.

The results of the study confirmed almost all the hypotheses. As it was hypothesized, there were

gender differences in using language. The results indicated that there are some factors that
cause gender differences. The most significant factors related to the students psychological
conditions, the students cultural and social backgrounds, the students connection to the native
speakers, the students physical characteristics, and materials that are taught by the teachers.
Besides, this paper recommends several pedagogical implications which are beneficial for the
process of language teaching. This study affirms that the pedagogical implications deserve
teachers considerations.

Keywords. Gender, Gender Differences, Gender and Sex, Language Use, Language and
Gender, Gender and Social Factors, Gender and Cultural Factors.

1. Introduction
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Since earliest times humankind has used language to communicate. The history improves
that the use of spoken language precedes the use of written language. In other words, people
have learned to speak first, then started writing. Furthermore, people speak different languages
in different areas of the world. Every nation has its own national language. Within the same
language there may be different dialects, accents and vernaculars. Nowadays, people, apart from
their native language, tend to learn other languages for many different reasons.

English language is one of the most common languages among people over the world. That
is to say, English language, except by its native speakers, is spoken by many others. English
became dominant because of many reasons such as @) it is the language of the people of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain, and many countries over the world were British colony in the
past; b) it is the language of people of the United States of America (USA), and USA has
become one of the most powerful countries over the world due to their political, economical, and
Hollywood power; and c) today, English has become the language of business, science,
medicine and technology. Thus, English has become an international language. Many people
think of English as an essential language that everyone must know; perhaps this is one of the
strongest reasons why it is studied in most countries’ schools, institutes, colleges and
universities.

Because there are various aspects of language, users of each language are expected to use
that language differently. Gender is one of the factors that seem to have a profound effect on
using language differently. When the word gender is seen, people think of the fact of being male
or femae. Sometimes, it is heard and seen that male and female use different language to
express themselves. In other words, the language they use for the same thing or the same
situation differsin many aspects.

Many researchers tried to investigate the differences in male and female style of using
language. They have contributed various findings to the literature. However, the differences
inside the EFL classrooms are not yet crystal clear. Thus, the present study chiefly focuses on
that issue in order to find out to what extent male and female students do use the same language
differently. In addition, this research aims to discover whether factors, like classroom
environment, biological function, cultural background or social norms, play any role in those
differences.

The current study also posits three hypotheses:
1. Male and female students use language differently; female students are hypothesized to
use a more polite, and formal language in both spoken and written discourse.

2. Classroom environment and physical characteristics play a role in causing gender
difference in the students’ language use.
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3. The culture and socia environment play a big part in the gender differences in using
language.

2. Review of Literature

2.1 Gender and Sex

Both the words “Gender” and “Sex” are unintentionally considered as synonymous by some
people. Even some dictionaries define them as synonymous. Nonetheless, this may not be the
case in the field of sociolinguistics. Researchers believe that gender and sex are different despite
their close relationship. Eckert and McConnell-Ginet (2003: 10) inform that “sex is a biological
categorization based primarily on reproductive potential, whereas gender is the social
elaboration of biological sex.” Further, Merriam — Webster dictionary explains gender this way
“gender is the behavioral, cultural, or psychological traits typically associates with one sex”.
Moreover, Leap (1995: 402) states that “genders are cultural constructions, and not determined
entirely or primarily by bodily form or biological function” (cited in Holmes and Meyerhoft,
2003: 704).

It may help to start with an explanation of what is meant by the terms ‘sex’ and ‘gender’.
‘Sex’ refers to biological category, which is usually fixed before birth. ‘Gender’ refers to
social category, which is associated with certain behavior. Bicycle design nesatly illustrates
the difference between the two: bike saddles designed for women are usually wider than
saddles designed for men, because women have a wider pelvic girdle (a sex difference).
Bikes without a crosshar, so riders can wear skirts, are designed in response to a gender
difference, since there is no biological reason why, in some cultures, women wear skirts and
men don’t.

Thomas et a (2004: 76)

Thus, it seems reasonable to infer that sex covers biological structure that distinguishes male
and female, whereas gender covers social and cultural behaviors.

2.2 Gender Differencesand L anguage

Reviewing the literature shows that there are many studies concentrating on gender
differences. Besides, various studies attempted to portray the link between gender and language.
Adan (2009:101) states that there is a relationship between gender and achievement in second
language learning. His findings show that females outperform males in second language
learning. Likewise, Lin (2003:442) suggests that females are faster in learning second language
than males.
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In addition, in terms of gender differences, scholars have provided much essential
information. Chambers (1995:53) believes that women have greater verbal abilities due to their
sex-based or biological function rather than culturally derived or gender-based constructions
(cited in Holmes and Meyerhoff, 2003: 103,104). Moreover, Xia (2013: 1485) mentions several
differences between men and women in general such as @) physically, women have more fat and
less muscles, b) males are usudly stronger than females, though c) females mature more rapidly
than males, and d) women live longer than men. She says women have a longer life span
because of the different jobs they have to do in society. Men usually have to shoulder more
pressure than women in life. Llach and Gallego (2012:67) support Xia when she says girls
mature earlier than boys. Further, (Clements et al 2006; Kansaku & Kitazawa, 2001; Mack et a,
1996) proclaim that after a long time of “psychometric testing, observation and imaging
techniques”, it has been revealed that, “in general, female brains process language activities
more easily, earlier and faster than males, while males more readily excel at spatial - mechanical
and gross motor skill tasks” (cited in Magon, 2009: 11)

Mei-Rong and Hsieh (2007: 92, 93) conducted a study to compare gender-related
differences in the use of language for emotion terms. They came to a conclusion that both men
and women used different languages to express their feelings and emotions. They said that the
men participants mostly used nouns while most of the words mentioned by the women
participants were adjectives and verbs. Furthermore, Gascoigne (2002: 83) suggests that “males
tend to use linguistic devices such as interruptions, directives, and sentence-initial conjunctions.
Females, in contrast, tend to rely more heavily upon questions, justifiers, intensive adverbs,
personal pronouns and word-initial adverbs” (cited in Shakouri and Saligheh, 2012: 4).

In the last few decades, many studies have been conducted to identify the differences
between men’s and women’s speech style (Ogunsiji et al, 2012:203). Sometimes, the differences
between the language that males use and the language used by females can be observed very
easily. Often, the intonation, tone, voice and some expressions that are used by females are quite
different from the ones used by males. It would be inappropriate if a male person speak and
behave the same way as females and vice versa. Amir et al (2012:106) proclaim that both
genders understand each others’ language but they avoid using it; especially men, because they
may be the laughing stock of others. People usually humiliate any effeminate person who uses a
womanish voice or behavior.

2.3 Gender and Social Influence
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There is a connection between language and society. Xia (2013:1489) states that language
and society have a great relationship together; any change in the society results in change in the
language. Moreover, Connell (2002:9) identifies gender as a social structure. In the past, there
was a big difference between men and women in the society; even now in some societies, men
and women are not treated equally. In some societies which men are dominant all the time, the
role and the power of women are under-appreciated and under-rated. In the government, in the
parliament, and in the administrative positions, the majorities are men; even inside the family, it
Is the patriarch who decides. Further, when a girl/woman gets married to a boy/man she will be
addressed by her husband’s surname/family name. Unlike most of the societies over the world,
Kurdish society in the Iragi Kurdistan do not use surnames; so women are called by their names
instead of husband’s family name. Moreover, in some societies, women are prohibited to
communicate in public, interact with strangers, and participate in activities with men. Thus, in
those societies people usually prefer baby boys more. These social discriminations certainly
affect the performance of females in language use.

Indeed, the circumstances are different in some other societies in which women’s and men’s
right are better. As previously mentioned, in general, females often outperform males; however,
“this is not always the case” (Eliss, 1994:204). Eliss exemplifies with Asian men and women in
Britain. He states that men can have a better chance to contact with English speakers due to their
jobs; thus they attain a higher level of proficiency in ESL. Nonetheless, women do not have such
an opportunity since they are often enclosed in the home. Similarly, Xia (2013:1488) in her
probe into previous studies identifies levels of education as a great socia influence on gender
differences in speech style. She informs that “the greater the differences between educational
opportunities for boys and girls, the greater the differences between male and female speech”.
Additionally, Samar & Alibakhshi (2007:59, 60) carried out a study on language and gender
interaction to provide a report on face-to-face communication in Persian language. They found
out that education plays an influential role in gender difference.

When the society treats males and females differently, their role in the society, their speech
style, and their behavior will be different too. Eckert and McConnell-Ginet (2003:17) State that
when they are infant, males and females are interpreted and interacted with differently. People
behave towards babies gently to be grown as female, and playfully to be grown as male. Thomas
et al (2004:91) suggest that the way we think of gender creates differences in language use. If
two newborn babies (one male and one female) are dressed identically, it is not easy to decide
which oneis boy and which oneis girl. In many cultures, boys are dressed in blue while girls are
dressed in pink. It would be disturbing for many people if you dress a baby boy in pink.

Sometimes, it is the society not the individuals that decides what is appropriate for each
gender. Crespi (2003:2) states that people usually learn what is proper and improper for both
genders through socialization. In some societies, females are not welcomed to use some
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expressions and participate in some activities whereas for boys it is not a big deal. Samar &
Alibakhshi (2007:62) assert that both genders are born into the same world but the society
presses them to live in different worlds. Moreover, Idema & Phalet (2007:77) proclaim that it is
socialization that aims at teaching boys and girls to accept their gender roles. Thus, it can be
concluded that society has a relevant influence on gender differences.

2.3 Gender and Cultural Influence

If you search for definitions of culture, you will come up with lots of definitions by scholars.
The meaning of culture may differ from a person to person, from a nation to nation, from a
country to country, from East to West, from a generation to another, from a society to another,
and from a gender to another. Mesthrie (2001:37) claims that though there have been many
attempts to define culture sufficiently, the anthropologists do not agree on its nature.

The term was first used in this way by the pioneer English Anthropologist Edward B. Tylor
in his book, Primitive Culture, published in 1871. Tylor said that culture is "that complex
whole which includes knowledge, belief, art, law, morals, custom, and any other capabilities
and habits acquired by man as a member of society."

Choudhury (2014:2)

“Culture has many different dimensions. It includes ideas, customs, skills, arts and tools that
characterize a group of people in a given period of time; it is also the beliefs, values, and
material objects that create our way of life” (Kuo & Lai, 2006: 2). Furthermore, Yilmaz
(2006:19) maintains that “Culture includes every anthropological aspect related to ‘the way of
living’ of a particular group of people whose ethnic roots descend back to the same ancestors.”
In addition, it may be so reasonable if culture is defined as a part of language and vice versa.
Chahak & Basirizadeh (2012:522) confirms that Language and culture are intertwined.

Ogunsiji et a (2012: 205) imply that culture and society are two concepts that cannot be
separated. That isto say, culture isinextricably interrelated to the society. Thus, as it intricately
connected to socialization, culture correspondingly has a strong relationship with gender
differences in using language. Cultural background sometimes affects the way men and women
think, behave and speak. Bernat & Lloyd (2012: 88) conducted a study to explore the effects of
gender on EFL learners’ beliefs about language learning. They concluded that one of the factors
that cause different responses by different gendersis cultural impacts. Xia (2013: 1489) cites the
Yana language of California as an example of cultural influence on gender differences. She
informs that the aforementioned language “contains special forms for use in speech either by
men or to men”. The present research will certainly take cultural and social influence on gender
differences in language use into consideration.

3. Method
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Thisresearch is a qualitative study that probes to understand the gender differencesin using
English language. For that reason, teachers of an English department have chosen as samples of
the study. They are surveyed to test the hypotheses. Their responses will be analyzed and
compared to the hypotheses in order to understand whether their responses are paralleled to the
hypothesis or not.

3.1 Settings and Participants

This study is conducted in the English department/ School of languages Faculty of
humanities and social sciences at Koya University. The reason behind choosing an English
department is because the only language that is allowed in the classrooms for most of the
subjects (except some subjects as Kurdology, French and Computer that other |anguages may be
used as well) is English language. Moreover, the students of that department are males and
females. Thus, the gender differences may appear very obvioudly.

The participants of this study are the teachers of the aforementioned department. It is
thought that they have a better understanding of their students’ language use, and they are
expected to be knowledgeabl e about any gender differences.

Questionnaires were administered to all the teachers in the department. Fourteen teachers
handed the questionnaires back to the researcher. The following table will better explain the
basic information on the participants:

Table 1 - Some basic infor mation on the participants

Teachers | Gender Y ears of experience Degree
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T1 Male 2-10 MA
T2 Male 2-10 PhD
T3 Female 2-10 PhD
T4 Male 2 years or fewer MA
T5 Femae More than 10 years MA
T6 Male 2-10 PhD
T7 Male 2-10 MA
T8 Male 2-10 PhD
T9 Female 2-10 MA
T10 Femae More than 10 years PhD
T11 Male Morethan 10 years PhD
T12 Male 2-10 MA
T13 Male 2-10 MA
T14 Male 2-10 MA

Table (1) illustrates the answers of the first part of the questionnaire which was devoted to
provide background information about the participant teachers. It can be seen that four females
and ten males were participated in the questionnaire. Moreover, table (1) shows that 10 teachers
had (2-10) years of experience, and three of them had more than 10 years while one of them had
2 years of experience or fewer.

3.2 The Instrument

The current study has used only one instrument which is an open — ended gquestionnaire (see
appendix 1). The questionnaire was designed to show whether the hypotheses are confirmed or
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rejected. The questionnaire consists of two parts. The first part asks the participants three
guestions to provide the reader with some basic knowledge about the participants. This part also
attempts to diagnose any differences in answering the question items (in the second part) by the
participants regarding their gender, degree and years of experience. This will be discussed in
section five based on the results of data collection.

In addition, the second part of the questionnaire presents several open-ended questions with
the aim of finding out appropriate answers for the hypothesized items. Questions (1, 2, 3 and 4)
are designed on the basis of hypothesis (1); question (5) is created on hypothesis (2) and
guestion (6) is based on hypothesis (3).

4. Reaults

This section sheds light on the results of the present study. As mentioned previously, an
open-ended questionnaire was administered to the participant teachers. Their responses are
shown in this section and will be discussed in the next section. In the questionnaire, the
participants were asked six questions.

The first question asked the participants whether male and female students are different in
using language aspects (pronunciation, intonation, vocabulary, grammar and so on); if they are;
how? The teachers’ responses vary. All the teachers agreed that there are differences between
male and female students in using language. The majority reported that often male students are
more active in using second language in general. Nevertheless, some teachers said that female
students are better. Moreover, there were other teachers who stated that females are more active
in some aspects while males are more active in some other aspects. Teacher one (T1), and T2
showed their dissatisfaction with females’ intonations and appreciated males’ intonations. T3
supported them this way: “in general, male students have a better ability to be native-like in
pronunciation and intonation”. Further, T5 stated that “the female students use rising intonation,
perhaps because of lack of confidence”. But, T4 disagreed with them and thought “female
students use a more accurate intonation”.

In addition, in terms of vocabulary use, T4 believed that “female students use more
vocabulary in their speech than boys”. Whereas, T3, T7, T9, and T12 thought that males are
superior to females. T3 suggested that “they (male students) develop a richer storage of
vocabulary items”. T7 and T9 in a similar quote indicated that "males use a more advanced
vocabulary than females”. Moreover, T12 stated that males care more about vocabulary than
females. Besides, T5 and T11 had a different view on students’ vocabulary use. T5 revealed that
“females choose vocabularies that indicate beauty and emotion; and they (female students) avoid
dirty and rude words”. T11 claims that “Males tend to be harsher while females are gentler”.
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Finally, some of the teachers remarked gender differences in grammar use. T10 believed
that “male students are usually better in grammar and pronunciation”. In contrast, T3, T9, T12
and T13 disagreed. They insisted that it is the femal e students who follow the grammatical rules.
Further, T3 asserted that “male students usually imitate the variety they hear from the films;
sometimes, they use slangs”.

The second question of the gquestionnaire attempted to explore which gender uses a more
polite language. All of the teachers revealed that female students usually use a more polite
language. T1, T2, T6, T7, T13 and T14 acknowledged that using a more polite language by
females is either due to social or cultural influence, or both. T1: "females use a more polite
language because they are restricted to social norms and cultural virtues'. T2 thought that
"females are more polite in their speech because of cultural instructions'. T7: "female students
use a more polite language because they pay utmost attention to social aspects'. Furthermore,
some other teachers (T5, T10, T11 and T12) stated some psychological reasons behind using a
more polite language by femal e students such as they are shy, gentler, and more sensitive.

The third question aimed to diagnose whether male students use a more formal/informal
language or females. Like the previous question, the responses of the teachers were in harmony.
They all agreed that the female students tend to use a more formal language. The teachers stated
different reasons in their responses. T3, T6, T12 believed that the female students use a more
formal language because they are more connected to their text books and what they learn in their
lessons. Whereas, some other teachers (T2, T10, T13 and T14) asserted that male students use a
more informal language because they have foreign friends, they may work in foreign companies,
they are affected by movies, and they are more attached to social media.

The fourth question tried to investigate gender differences in spoken and written languages.
The participants replied to this question in different ways. The mgjority of the teachers thought
that the differences are observed in both spoken and written languages (for example: T1, T2, T4,
T5,T6, T8, T11, T12 and T14). T5 indicated that "gender differences can be seen in spoken and
written languages. Males seem to be better in the spoken language while females seem to pay
more attention to their writings than males". Moreover, some other teachers believed that gender
differences are mainly seen in spoken language (T3, T7, T10, and T13) while one of them felt
that gender differences occur in written language more (T9). To illustrate, T13 reported that
"gender differences are often noticed in spoken language not in written language because both
genders try to use a more structured, polite and formal language in their writings'. Unlike those
teachers who supported the occurrence of gender differences in spoken language, T9 stated that
"gender differences are noticed in written language more. Female students often use a better
grammar in their writings while male students are better in vocabulary use".

The aim of the fifth question was to understand whether the classroom environment or the
physical characteristics cause gender differences in using language. The responses differ from a
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participant to another. Some of the participants (Such as T2, T4, T5, T7, T8, and T13)
acknowledged that both the classroom environment and physical characteristics have their own
impacts on gender differences. T5 in the response of the current question wrote "I think both.
For example, the classroom environment may affect the female students to feel less free and shy
in front of their male colleagues. Thus, their way of speaking, their choice of words and their
voice are affected. Moreover, physical characteristics also have its role in gender difference
since females and males are different biologically".

Furthermore, some other participants (T1, T6, T9, T11, and T14) maintained that the
environment of the classrooms play a greater role in gender differences in using language. T1
"the classroom environment has a wider influence on both genders, especially on females. If the
numbers of females are less than males, their language style will be affected”. Similarly, T6
affirmed that "the classroom environment is responsible for creating some gender differences.
The female students, therefore, are more silent inside the classroom”. Moreover, T11 stated that
"females might feel freer when they are with only female colleagues, and the same for malesis
true".

In addition to the viewpoints mentioned before, a few of them (T3, T10, and T12) believed
that physical characteristics affects gender differences more. T3: "some of the differences
(gender differences) that are noticed are due to their physical characteristics'. Moreover, T12
suggested that "since they are physically different, both genders use different styles of
language”.

The final question amed at discovering the influence of culture and society on gender
differences. All of the participants agreed that culture and society, in a way, cause gender
differences. They proclaimed that since students are the production of culture and society, they
(culture and society) play a great role in shaping their (students) orientation. T1 said "in some
cultures, women are more inclined to feel shy, and they are not as open as men". T3 supported
this idea "female students are mostly not that confident and feel shy due to some cultural
norms’. Moreover, T10 and T12 have a similar view. T10: "cultural and social obligations force
females to feel shy and isolated”. Likewise, T12 believed that "culture and society have
produced shy femalesin the classroom, but male students are better".

Furthermore, some other participants asserted that they have observed men's supremacy due
to cultural and social impacts. For instance, T5 stated that "in many cultures, men are always the
more powerful gender”. Similarly, T6 mentioned male dominance due to social and cultura
influence. Moreover, T8 suggested that "it is quite obvious that because of cultural and social
influence, males show stronger self-confidence than their counterparts’. Finaly, T14 revealed
that "due to culture which is an inseparable part of society, males usualy have stronger
personalities. This may be one of the reasons why male students are more active in some
language aspects’.
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5. Discussions

The main purpose of the present study was to find out any gender differences in using
language inside the EFL classes observed by teachers. Further, this research also aimed to
Investigate the reasons behind gender difference from teachers points of view. Moreover, three
hypotheses were predicted. Therefore, a questionnaire was prepared to provide answers for the
predicted hypotheses. The results of the questionnaire revealed some interesting data from the
teachers observations.

The first hypothesis: Male and female students use language differently; female students are
hypothesized to use a more polite, and formal language in both spoken and written discourse.

The first hypothesis consists of several parts. As mentioned in the previous sections, for
each part different questions were prepared in the questionnaire.

Part One: The results confirmed the first part of this hypothesis. As predicted in the hypothesis,
there were gender differences in using language. The consensus of the participants was that male
students and femal e students use different languages in the classroom. The results showed that in
some language aspects female students outperform males, and in some other aspects, males
show a better performance. The teachers revealed that there are reasons behind gender
differences. The females compassionate, shyness, lack of self-confidence, and attachment to
books and lectures, and males interests in imitation were some valid causes of gender
differences mentioned by the teachers.

Part Two: In the second part of the first hypothesis, it was predicted that females use a more
polite and formal language than males. The results supported this part as well. The teachers
acknowledged that according to what they observed in the classroom, female students are more
inclined to use a polite and formal language than male students. The teachers thought that this
polite and formal use of language by females interrelated with some psychological, cultural and
social effect.

Part Three: In this part, it was hypothesized that there are gender differencesin both spoken and
written languages. This part was confirmed by almost all the teachers. They affirmed that they
have noticed gender differences in the students speech and writings. Some of the teachers
reported the differences in both spoken and written language, and others shed light on gender
differences in either spoken or written discourses. However, the answer of one of the
participants partialy contradicted this part of the first hypothesis. That participant informed that
there are gender differences in the students spoken language but they use a similar language in
their writings in terms of structure, formality and politeness.

The second hypothesis:  Classroom environment and physical characteristics play a role in
causing gender difference in the students’ language use.
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The results of the questionnaire certified the truth of this hypothesis. The teachers admitted
that either classroom environment or physical characteristics, or both lead to gender differences.
The classroom environment affects the female students to be less active. Besides, the male
students sometimes dominate the class participations and activities. Furthermore, as the teachers
affirmed, since males and females biologically are different, their differencesin language use are
reasonable.

The third hypothesis: The culture and social environment play a big part in the gender
differencesin using language.

The findings of this research aso confirmed this hypothesis. The teachers assured that
culture and society have influence over gender differences in using language. Culture and
society are interconnected. As enlightened by the participants, students are a part of their culture
and society. Thus, cultural values and social norms affect gender differences. For instance,
according to what teachers observed, it seems that culture and society sometimes produce
dominant males and shy females.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, gender differencesin using language are available in the EFL classrooms. In
some language aspects, male students outperform female students, and in some other language
aspects females outperform males. There are various factors behind gender differences in using
language in the EFL classes; such as: classroom environment, physical characteristics, cultural,
and social impacts. Gender differences are noticed in both spoken and written discourses.
Further, It seems that femal e students use a more polite and formal language than males.

7. Pedagogical | mplications

The results of this research showed that the teachers had different views about gender
differences in using language, though they all agreed that there are such differences. The
teachers identified some factors that cause gender differences. This study; therefore,
recommends the following salient pedagogical implications based on what emerged from the
participants responses.

1. The impacts of native speakers. some students are affected by the language they hear from
natives. Sometimes, they use slangs because of movies, social media and native speakers from
foreign companies.

Suggestion for pedagogical implications. The teachers have to direct the students to take
benefit from native speakers academically: in a way that can be beneficia for both genders. The
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teachers may teach them about slangs, and warn them of rude and offensive words. They can be
shown movies in the class, or exposed to native speakers.

2. The impacts of classroom environment: some students are affected by the classroom
environment. Thus, they use different languages.

Suggestion for pedagogical implications: The teachers should create a classroom environment
that every student (male or female) fed safe and comfortable. The teachers mentioned the
dominance of boys and shyness of girls. So the teachers should stop any dominance and use
some motivation strategies to encourage shy (silent) students participate more in the class
activities.

3. The impacts of physical characteristicss Some students are affected by their physical
characteristics. Their biological differences cause them to think, behave, and speak differently.

Suggestion for pedagogical implications: The teachers have to be aware that some students are
biologically difference. Therefore, they have to prepare their lessons accordingly. Further, the
teachers might pay rather attention to those students whose intonations are not good enough. The
teachers may provide more time to help them improve their intonations, or motivate them.

4. The impacts of Textbooks and Lectures. some students are completely affected by what
they learn from the textbooks and lectures.

Suggestion for pedagogical implications. Because some students only learn what they study,
the teachers should think about using authentic and up-to-date materials that are smilar to the
daily life, customs, traditions, literature, art, and life style of the target |anguage speakers.

5. Psychological impacts. Some students may psychologically differ from others because they
do not feel comfortable.

Suggestion for pedagogical implications. The teachers have to take the students' psychological
situations into consideration. If a student is psychologically not fine, the teacher can explore the
problem and offer some advice.

6. Cultural and social impacts. some students are over affected by their cultural and social
norms. They think, behave, and speak the way their culture and society want.

Suggestion for pedagogical implications. The teachers must know about the students' cultures
and socia mores. Sometimes, the students are coming from different areas of the country, so
they may have different cultural and social backgrounds. Furthermore, the target language is a
foreign language for the students; therefore, the students culture must be different from the
culture of the people of the target language. Thus, the teachers must take care of this issue

http://www.ijhcs.com/index.php/ijhcsindex Page 86



Volume?2 Issue4

March 2016

because cultural and social values are often very important for people. Moreover, the teacher
should help those students whose culture and society prevent them from showing their real
performance.
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Appendix 1: Open — ended questionnaire
Dear Participants

The purpose of preparing this questionnaire is to diagnose gender differences in using

language in the EFL classrooms from teachers’ views. Your answers will be kept completely
confidential.

Part |: Background Infor mation:
1) Gender: Male[ | Female [ |
2) Yearsof experience:
2yearsor fewer[ | 2-10years| | morethan 10 years] |
3) Degree:

MA[ ]  PD[ ]

Part 11: Teachers viewpointson gender differencesin using language

% Are mae and female students different in using language aspects (pronunciation,
intonation, vocabulary, grammar and so on)? How?

% Do you think male or female students use a more polite language? Why?

% Which gender does use a more formal/informal language? Why?

Y
¢

Are there gender differences in spoken languages and/or written languages?

7
4

Do you think the classroom environment or the physical characteristics cause the gender
differencesin using language?
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% Have you observed any influence of culture and society on gender differences?

Thanks for your contribution
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Abstract

Purpose: the purpose of this article is to review and evaluate second home tourism and its
impacts on the quality level of the lives of rural people and its analysisin the perspective of rural
residentsin the city Kelardasht in Iran.

Project/methodol ogy/method: the method used in this article is applicable and descriptive —
analectic. In order to do this, 9 rural spots with 1121 families were used and ultimately, 100
guestionnaires were distributed between the rural residents, who formed the population, as the
sample volume through Cochran formula.

Findings: the intensity of the impact of the prevalence of second home tourism on the quality of
the lives of local residents has been estimated to be about 45.3% which is indicative of the large
impact on the quality of the life of local residents at the level of the region. Coefficient of the
index of creating new jobs related to tourismis equal to 24.4% and new mechanisms have had a
18% coefficient. The index of residency of nonlocal individuals hasn't had an impact in
promotion of the quality of rural people.

Research limitations/concepts: shortage or lack of available and usable scientific sources leads
to undesirable variables which might be the cause of specific methods and projects and
ultimately, the results of this research have only be limited to other countries.

Practical solutions: this study and studies similar to it lead to review of the approach of second
home tourism and therefore its impacts on the quality of the lives of rural people in Iran and
other third world countries.

Originality/value: in this article, with a literature including economic, social, physical and
environmental variables, second home tourism and quality of life have been referred to;
therefore, this article reviews a new subject and in its practical aspects, it attempts to find a
general solution for quality of life in the development of rural residenciesin Iran.

Keywords: Second Home, Tourism, Quality of Life, Rural Residencies, Kelardasht City,
Iran.
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Introduction
1.1. Statement of theissue

Today, rural tourism, as a dynamic approach with unique features, has had allocated an
important section of the activities of developing and developed countries (UNWTO, 2007, 11)
and it is considered as a socia phenomenon for providing features of places, cultures and
prospects (Hultman & Hall, 2001, 232). This type of tourism is done in the form of visiting
places outside of the city, using holiday, work travels, visitation of family, friends and relatives,
etc. (Dadvar-khani, 2012, 259). Development of tourism in rura places has many positive
impacts on various fields and social and economic dimensions; in such way that it leads to an
increase in the potentialities of local societies for developing economic activities and diversity of
the productive activities of rural places and so on (Byrd, et al. 2009, 645). Also it can be said that
this approach has some features which separate it from other economic activities (Stabler, et al,
2010, 3); in such way that it, both as an activity and also as an industry, is always searching for
new approaches and tools for achieving new knowledge and modern views and it has a specific
order and regulation (Song, et al. 2012, 1656); but despite these advantages, it can have various
consequences (Kim, 2002, 25).

Rural tourism is prominent as one of the inseparable elements of the strategy of rural
development and as a strong strategy, it has clear and relative advantages which can lead
economic currents including entrepreneurship, employment, investment, and population towards
villages and natural places (Rokn-adin Eftekhari, et al. 2011 — a, 123) and with its own different
impacts, it can create some changes at the quality level of rural population in terms of economy,
culture, society, infrastructure and environment. Among these, residency in second home is the
most common form of rural tourism (Rezvani, 2003, 5). And residents of urban areas try to
spend a part of their time in these homes to escape all types of environmental pollutions which
threaten them (Anabestani, 2010, 103). Entrance of wealthy citizens to these regions for building
a second home can lead to renovation and modernization of rural areas (Marjavaara, 2008, 21).
Therefore, development of second home and presence of nonlocal owners will naturally have
wonderful impacts on rural societies such as remaking old houses or turning new homes which,
in addition to making the place scenic, can provide the conditions for local residents to be hired
part time or all time by owners of second homes and achieve an earning in this way (Mahdavi
Hajilouyi, et al. 2008, 20).

In Iran, there are some villages and rural places in some mountainous areas which appeal
to tired residents who are exhausted with the mechanical life of the cities due to having new
prospects, beautiful sights, having excellent conditions for tourism. Ultimately second home
(Bungalow) are built with the purpose of their spending time in rural areas and in the
mountainous areas of Mazandaran, the beautiful area of Kelardasht has been considered since a
few years ago. Given the fact that it has also been introduced as the "lost heaven" nationally over
the past two decades and has attracted the attention of the people who are interested to
mountainous areas, it has attracted nature lovers and even business men to the extent that
activities associated with tourism have rapidly replaced the traditional economic activities of the
area (same, 21). Today, the quality of life has penetrated in several scientific majors including
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tourism as a multidimensional and important concept in the lives of the society. The relationship
between tourism and life quality of local society is a topic which has been considered in many
some related researches and it usually classified in the frame of three economic, social — cultural
and environmental aspects in this regards. It shall be noted that tourists traffic in the Kelardasht
region and the exchanges which have been done between them and local people has led to a
change at the level of quality of life of local people. In the recent years, tourism phenomenon has
been effective in economic and social-cultural dimensions and undoubtedly, local people have
modeled some cultural-social issues from citizens. Given the significance of the subject, the
present research is attempting to find the answer to this question: to what extent has the
prevalence of second home tourism led to some changes in the quality of life of local residents
(rural people) inthe studied area?

2. Research background

Reviewing and studying the research background indicate that in most researches including
foreign and domestic ones, mostly the impacts of second home tourism and its role in rura
development have been reviewed. In these studies, athough the impacts of second home on
quality of life hasn't been specifically emphasized, but in reviewing the impacts of second home,
some of the indexes of quality of life have been studied in the frame of economic and social -
cultura dimensions. In association with quality of life, most researches have evaluated and
measured the quality of lifeinrural areas (table 1).

Table 1 — studies done on second home tourism and the living quality of rural residents

Creator Research Summary of research results
ear title

Rezvani Second From the 9 studied realms, in 7 realms, the

,etal 011 | hometourismand | quality of environment, activity and employment,

itsimpacts on the | housing, health and welfare, earning and wealth,
improvement of individual well-being participation and correlation and
theliving quality | safety have led to the improvement of living quality of
of rural residents | local residents but in two realms of education-culture,
(case study of the | entertainment and leisure time, no improvement has
Roudbar Ghasran | been achieved. Also in terms of the impacts of second
section, home tourism on the realms of living quality, itis
Shemiranat city) | indicative of the fact that except for the realm of
housing in other realms, there is no significant
difference between the studied villages.

Rokn- Evaluation In the studied villages, the quality of education,
adin 011 | of gpatial housing environment, physical environment, health and
Eftekhar | —b | distribution of safety and also the quality of and earning employment
i, etal living quality in have been evaluated to be lower than average and
rural areas (case | quality and quality of interaction and social correlation
study of the have been evaluated to be average. Also the spatial
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central section of | situation and then distance have been introduced as

the city Delfan) effective factorsin the living quality of the sample
villages.

There isthe most and strongest relationship
Impactsof | between economic impacts of tourism and satisfaction
tourism on the of material welfare and also the relationship between
Kim 002 living quality of social impacts of tourism and satisfaction of social
residentsin the welfare of the area between the residents of areas
society which are at the stage of maturation of tourism
development is the same.
Impact of Different views of second homes depend on local
Muller tourism on second §ituati on. In some cases, these impact§ are u;eful , for
o 2l 004 home, instance old houses might be remade in the villages or
programming and | turn into new houses and they provide the field for
management making villages beautiful. Some cases are also harmful.
Demand for second home has been multiplied
Best places | threetimes compared to afew years ago; whereas
Hassan for development | permanent residents are determined to keep the values
006 | of second homein | of their own small cities. At the time of pressuring the

America programmers for assigning totally separate areas, they

are for the residents of seasonal homes.
Second There are several economic sourcesfor an area
home a way which is attractive for vacation or entertainment houses.
Mottiar 006 towards Thistype of tourists pay lots of costs to other tourist and
sustainability of the costs of thistype of tourists are mainly concentrated
tourism inlocal areas.
Research findingsin the age of globalization in
Second association with the tendency of middle-aged residents
: ) of Hong Kong for building second homesin the
Hui & home in the . o i .
- original land indicates that this tendency isin the
Yu 008 | original land of , .

China r&spect_of the request of peopIeW|th average income
for having a great entertainment and housing
environment for escaping the daily life of citizenship.

_Living The lives of rural people in economic fields, job
. quality in rural . ) . : .
Grgi¢ et areas of Croatia: opportunities, proper job and profession an_d incomeis
al 010 ) . at alow level and these factors have led to immigration
staying or leaving . :
. and leaving the village.
the village
Vepsala Second In Finland, in the field of the causes of building
inena& | 010 | homes of the the second homes available in the village and as a
Pitkanen suburbs, representative of villages with tourism capabilities,
, representations of | they came to this conclusion that Finland is the view of
avillagein the second home. Second home is an imitation of rural
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popular Finnish traditional life and usage of environment based on

discourse entertainment traditional activities.
Invol ven |en. In this research, the views of loca residents have
t and competition: . . . .
) X been reviewed in the field of formation and
Rye rural viewsin the

011 henormenon of development of second home and socia and cultural
b impacts of this phenomenon.

second home
Impact of The research results in the studied villages have
Anabest seco_nd home specified that there is a positive and direct rel ationship
ani 014 tourism on the between devel opment of second home tourism and

development of formation of changesin socia, economic, physical and
rural residencies | environmental dimensionsin rural societies.
Source: research findings, 2005

3. Theoretical framework

The concept of second home has been composed of two words second and home and home
literally means a place in which we live and second literally means secondary meaning, a short
period of time, the second one. The term "second home" is a combination of these two wors
(Anabestani, et al, 2012, 103). Second home is among phenomena which are significantly
effective in social, economic evolutions and rural evolutions in terms of welfare. Second home
owners are tourists and that is why the impacts of second home tourism are like the other impacts
of the forms and models of tourism. Of course, the specifications of second home tourism such
as long residency in the target place indicate that some impacts are more clear (Park and
Stokowski, 2009, 905). Second home tourism is considered as a type of tourism and a social —
entertaining activity; in such way that this approach, as an index of economic, social and cultural
situation of the countries, has a great capability in promoting countries' economy and make it
dynamic, reduction of unemployment, creation of national earning and promoting the level of
people's welfare and so on (Hultman & Hall, 2012, 548; Liu, 2006, 259; & Lee, 2008, 180).

Second home tourism, in various international, national, regional and local scales, is an
active phenomenon which has been created of a combination of tourist and features of
immigration (Koch-Schulte, 2008, 2); and it includes immigration of wealthy people which are
similar to immigration due to retirement and for leisure, etc. in most cases (Cottyn, 2011, 8). In
tourism literature, second home tourism can be defined as the intersection between tourism and
migration (Casado and Diaz, 1998, 225). The main core of the definitions of second homes is
that the preliminary residency of the second home owners shall be in another place; where they
spent most of their time (Davakhani, et al. 2012, 92). Second home is the inseparable and
dynamic component of tourism which are bought sometimes for the period of retirement and
sometimes for investments and is the outcome of increasing weath and leisure time
(Hoogendooren, et al. 2005, 112-115) which has continued in the recent years as well with a
more acceleration (Firooznia, et al. 2011, 150).

Second home phenomenon shall be considered of another material and quality in the
current conditions, although building second home in rural areas has a direct relationship with

http://www.ijhcs.com/index.php/ijhcgindex Page 96



Volume 2 Issue4

March 2016

the conditions and features of villages. In other words, villages are not only significant because
of having (entertaining) services and facilities or cheapness of lands for building and providing
second home, because in several cases relatively many services and facilities are at hand and the
land is also relatively cheap, but second home are practically built in places with facilities or
where the price of land is expensive or very expensive. In fact, other specifications are also
considered in providing second home which are:

»  Having a peaceful environment with a good weather;

»  Good spatial reputation and a spatial record in terms of being bungal ow;

»  Adjacency with natural phenomena such as valley and mountain, sea, lake, spring,
river and forest;

»  Easy accessihility and being close to urban and metropolitan centers;

»  Culture tissue which accepts nonlocal individuals (Saeedi and Soltani Moghadas,
2013, 9).

The concept of quality of life is mainly recognized as the satisfaction of life, happiness,
welfare and peace. Quality of life is reflective of the level of realization of human needs
(Zielinska, et al. 2010, 1). Given the fact that this situation can be reflected with a few factors
and features, usually the quality of life is similar to welfare, facilities, satisfaction of life,
blossom, fulfillment of needs, power of life, development of capabilities, poverty, human
poverty, standards of life and development (McGillivray, 2007, 36). An issue which is prominent
in the discussion of quality of life is recognition of realms of quality of life. Up until now,
various and different realms of quality of life have been mentioned by experts and researchers.
The basic assumption in al of these opinions is that the quality of life of the target residents are
improved in the early stages of development of tourism but the capacity of environment
tolerance reaches a stage and more development of tourism leads to negative changes in the
target environment. Orally considers tolerance capacity as the capacity of tourist attraction in the
tourism destination before the negative impacts become tangible by the host population (Orally,
1986, 255).

Second home tourism and its beneficiaries, with their relations, have a crucia role in the
occurrence of various impact and consequences in tourism purposes. Such impacts also include
some consequences in terms of quality of life. Second home tourism can lead to growth and
development as a source and an activity along with a change. Second home tourism, as an
activity, is the cause of the complex relationship between beneficiaries in various places that are
involved in different other activities. Therefore, activities of this model of tourism have desirable
and undesirable or different impacts on the host societies (Rezvani, et al. 2011, 24).

The most important impacts of second home tourism on the quality of life of rural people
in Iran can be reviewed in the following dimensions:

a Economic dimension: in this dimension, indexes of reduction of living costs,
increase of house prices, reduction of the feeling of poverty, satisfaction of the existence of
facilities of welfare, having access to credit and financial servicesin the village, increase of
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economic self-reliance in the village, hope for a better professional future are reviewed
(Rahnamayi, et al. 2008 and Rezvani, et al. 2011).

b- Social and cultural dimension: in this dimension, indexes such as mental peace,
increase of motivation for staying in the village, socia justice and moderation of the gap
between city and village, reinforcement of social identity in the village, reinforcement of
social support, people's knowledge of social rights, satisfaction of social conditions, a change
in lifestyle in social domain and spatial belonging in the village are reviewed (Mahdavi, et al.
2008 and Firooznia, et al. 2011).

c- Physical dimension: in this dimension, indexes such as improvement of the
quality of mechanism, satisfaction of the type of materials used in the building, improvement
of the physical quality of the house, satisfaction of the space of residential unit, coordination
with needs and performances of rural families, etc. are reviewed (Ziaee and Salehi Nassab,
2008 and Anabastani, 2009).

d- Environmental dimension: in this dimension, indexes such as proper discharge of
house sewage, avoiding building houses in sloped lands, avoiding staying in residential units
in the privacy of ravines, reduction loss of rural water resources, careful energy consumption,
etc. have been reviewed (Nozari, 2007 and Seydayi, et al. 2010).

According to the findings obtained from the previous researches, the conceptual model of
the research (figure 1) has been designed. In this model, in order to review the rate of the impacts
of second house tourism on various dimensions of life of rural people, the stepwise regression
and Pearson correlation tests have been used.
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Figure 1: conceptual model of the research
Sour ce: resear ch findings, 2015
4. Materials and methods

4.1. Introduction of the studied region

The city Kelardasht, with an area of 1509km? with the city Hassan Kief asits center isa
suburb of Mazandaran province, which islocated in 170km from northwest of Tehran between
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3629 of geographical latitude and 51°06". This city islimited by Takht-e Soleyman peak and
near Kandovan pass from the south and Caspian Sea and the city Abas Abad from the north,
Chaloos, Noshahr and Kajoor from the east and Qazvin and Alamoot of Iran from the west
(figure 2).

N

~ Nashtarood Section

Khoram Abad Section

Chaloos City . Y

Figure 2: situation of the studied region
Sour ce: Mazandaran's province gover nor, 2015

Given the fact that Kelardasht region has a diverse series if natura and human attractions,
it has always attracted attention as a very important tourism opportunity. A main part of these
attractions has appealed in different ways such as forest, mountain, lake, spring, valley, etc. and
their combination with each other has created beautiful views and wonderful effects. Certainly,
the importance of the weather factor in attracting tourists is completely obvious; in such way that
in some cases, this factor is considered as the most important and even the only factor in
attracting passengers. By considering that this village attracts tourists and has potential and the
reviews which have been done, the studied villages are considered as one of the villages which
attract tourists.

4.2. Resear ch method

The research method is applicable in terms of purpose and it is descriptive — analectic in
terms of method. A section of research data has been gathered through field studies and
guestionnaire tools and another section of the required data such as theoretical — conceptual
framework of the research, documents and censuses has been obtained through the library
method. The city Kelardasht has 19 villages and it has a 9122-person population and among this
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number of villages, 9 of them with a population of 3493 persons have been section as the sample
villages to be studied in the frame of 1121 families that have second homes. In order to estimate
the sample volume, the Cochran sampling has been used with a 95% confidence level with a
6.5% error probability. Of a number of 200 persons filled out the questionnaire and of this
number, 100 were village residents and 100 were second home tourists. The method of sample
selection in this research is a smple random sampling. After gathering information and
processing them, the data was analyzed and expressed at the level of the studied region.

In order to review the effects of second home tourism variable on the quality of life of the
residents in rura societies, an independent variable named prevalence of rural second home
tourism with three indexes, new buildings, residency of nonlocal individuals and creation of new
jobs, was introduced in association with tourism through 26 items. And the dependent variable —
changes in the lives of rural people — was evaluated with four indexes of economic dimension,
social dimension, physical dimension and environmental dimension through 40 introducers
(items). All items were adjusted based on Likert spectrum (very few, few, average, many, so
many) from 1 to 5 and their reliability was confirmed based on Cronbach alpha with a validity
between 0.835 and 0.962 (table 2).

Table 2 — review of second home tourism variables and their impacts on the quality of lives of
rural people and indexes of their measurement

Reliability
, Number of coefficient
VETELIE e items (Cronbach
alpha)
New buildings 7 0.752
Residency of 8 0.505
Prevalence of nonlocal
second home individuals
tourism Creation of 11 0.726
new jobs
Total 26 0.835
Socid 19 0.91
dimension
Economic 6 0.849
Changesin the dimension
lives of rural Physical 9 0.877
peopl e dimension
Environmental 6 0.794
dimension
Total 40 0.962

Source: research findings, 2015
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5. Resear ch findings
5.1. Review of the conditions of prevalence of second home tourism at the level of
the studied region

Reviewing the conditions of rural second home tourism has significant impacts on rural
residencies. In order to measure the prevalence of rura second home tourism in the studied
region, indexes such as new buildings, residency of nonlocal individuals and creation of new
jobs were used in association with tourism in villages with 26 items. According to chi-square test
of Pearson type, the significant coefficient for the items related to the second home tourism
prevalence variable has been evaluated at a 99%-level.

According to research findings, the conditions of the indexes of new buildings and change
of land use in the studied villages have been evaluated with an average of 2.706 which is dightly
higher than the average of the statistical population (2.5) and among the items, investment in the
field of housing with an average of 3.07 has the maximum value and investment in the field of
productive-physical activities with an average of 2.11 has the minimum volume. In the index of
residency of nonlocal individualsin the studied region, the test results showed that an average of
2.907 of various opportunities for attracting retired, newcomer and farmer immigrants from other
places to the studied villages. The statistical mean (2.5) in association with the index of creation
of new jobs related to tourism in the studied region, showed that rural people have evaluated the
impact of second home tourism on creation of employment to be average and in this increase,
jobs which depend on constructing buildings have had the maximum mean with a mean of 3.31%
and increase of the number of small and large industrial workshops has had the minimum mean
of 2.11%.

Given the poll which was given to the rural people, it is observed that 2.5% of the
respondents consider the development of housing texture to be seen in uncontrolled construction,
building villas and houses, 35% in rainfed agricultural lands, 12.5% in irrigated agricultural
lands and 40% in gardens.

Findings of table 3 showed that averagely, the mean of responses to the items associated
with the prevalence of rural second home tourism in total has been average. Also, by reviewing
the total mean, it can be seen that the maximum is the impact related to residency of nonlocal
individuals and the minimum is the impact associated with creation of new jobs related to
tourism. By reviewing the tourism prevalence variable, it is observed that the Makarood and
Osman Kala have the maximum effect and Pey Ghal'eh has the minimum one.
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Table 3 — prevalence of second home tourism and its indexes to separation of villages

Residency | Creation of new
Village Prevalence New of jobsin
a of tourism | constructions | nonlocal association with
individuals tourism
Ovijedan 2.67 2.711 2.529 2.763
Pey 2.50 2.449 2.352 2.697
Ghal'eh
Toloocha | 2.53 2.562 2.310 2.713
Tayeb 2.66 2.886 2.488 2.608
Kaa
Osman 2.79 2.814 2.685 2.875
Kala
Kordichal | 2.72 2711 2.470 2.988
Lash Sar 2.78 2.576 2.659 3.104
Makarood | 2.79 2.764 2.641 2.978
Vault 2.77 2.696 2.645 2.969
total 2.712 2.706 2.907 2.523
Standard 0.553 0.740 0.593 0.655
deviation
Minimum | 1.5 1.0 1.6 11
Maximum | 4.3 4.6 50 4.2

Source: research findings, 2015

5.2. Review of the changes of quality of lifein rural regions

In order to measure the changes of quality of life of rural people in the studied region,
indexes such as social safety, motivation for staying in the village, social justice, social identity,
social support, laws and rights, social position, lifestyle in a social domain, feeling of belonging,
capital, services and facilities, work, construction, space, privacy and energy were used in the
frame of four dimensions: social, economic, physical and environmental in the villages with 40
items. According to the chi-square test of the Pearson type, the significance coefficient for the
items related to the second home tourism prevalence variable has been evaluated at a 99%-level.

According to research findings, the conditions of the indexes of new buildings and change
of land use in the studied villages have been evaluated with an average of 2.706 which is dightly
higher than the average of the statistical population (2.5) and among the items, making a change
in the lifestyle of rural people has the maximum value with a mean of 3.104 and reducing and
moderating a gap between city and village has the minimum value with a mean of 2.32. In the
index of economic changes in the quality of life of rural people in the studied region, the test
results showed that the mean of 2.95 has been indicative of creation of motivation in the rural
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people in order to improve business at the level of the studied villages. A statistical mean of 2.98
related to the index of physical changesin the quality of life of rural people in the studied region
showed that rural people have evaluated the impact of second home tourism to be effective on
the physical changes of the quaity of life of rural people. In the index of environmental changes
in the lives of rural people, careful energy consumption, with an average of 2.92%, has had the
highest changes and reduction of loss of water sources has had the least changes with a mean of
2.602%.

According to the findings of table 4, the mean of the responses to the items related to the
changes of the living quality of rural people has been average in total. Also, by reviewing the
total mean, it was observed that the highest changes have occurred in the physical dimension and
the least changes have occurred in the environmental dimension of the living quality of rura
people. By reviewing the variable of changes of the living quality of rural people, it is seen that
the highest change isfor Lashsar and Toloochal villages and Pey Ghal'eh has the least changes.

Table 4 - living quality of local residents and itsindexesto separation of villages

) Living . . ) )
Village quality Social | Economic | Physical | Environmental

Ovijedan 2.85 2.775 3.068 2.967 2.586
Pey

Ghal'eh 2.22 2.190 2.133 0.190 2.371
Toloochal 2.95 2.700 3.229 3.110 2771
Tayeb 251 2.500 2.490 2.386 2.678
Kaa

g;ga” 275 | 2533 3029 | 2.950 2475
Kordichal 2.92 2.784 3.100 2.954 2.852
Lash Sar 2.97 2.833 3.200 3.000 2.844
Makarood 2.79 2.700 3.061 2.718 2.679
Vault 2.85 2.617 3.072 2.753 2.943
Totd 2.804 2.732 2.815 2.986 2.682
Standard | 5o5 | 601 0.868 0.746 0.813
deviation

Minimum 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
Maximum 45 4.6 50 4.3 4.3

Source: research findings, 2015

5.3. Spatial analysis of therelationship between the dimensions of the prevalence of rural
second home tourism and changesin theliving quality of local residents

After Kolmogorov-Smirnov significance test for normality of data, in order to review the
relationship between tourism prevalence and the living quality of local residents, the Pearson
correlation test was used. According to this, a correlation coefficient of 0.437 at the level of
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significance less than 0.001 has been indicative of a significant relationship between two
variables (table 5).

Table 5 - reviewing the correlation between second home tourism prevalence and dimensions
of theliving quality of local residents

Reviewed variable Correlation | Significant | Test result
coefficient level

Social 0/437 0/000 Thereisasignificant relationship
with tourism prevalence

Economic 0/301 0/002 Thereisasignificant relationship
with tourism prevalence

Physical 0/319 0/001 There isasignificant relationship
with tourism prevalence

Environmental 0/343 0/000 Thereisasignificant relationship
with tourism prevalence

Living quality of rural 0/437 0/000 Thereisasignificant relationship

people with tourism prevalence

Source: research findings, 2015

The test results showed that the social index has a significant relationship with tourism
prevalence in Pey Ghal'eh, Tayeb Kala, Kordichal and Makarood villages for 0.78, 0.85, 0.62
and 0.6 and this relationship is diverse in Pey Ghal'eh, Tayeb Kala villages and in the other two
villages, this relationship is direct.

Table 6 — the results of correlation between second home tourism prevalence and dimensions
of the living quality of local residentsin the villages

: . . Environmen Living

Village Social Economic Physical tal quality
R Sig R Sig R sig R sig R Sig
Ovijedan 0/63 | 0/09 | - 0/96 | - 0/35 | -0/19 | 0/65 | - 0/86
Pey Ghal'eh -0/78 | 0/04 | - 0/06 | - 0/05 | -0/38 | 0/40 | - 0/06
Toloochal -0/13 | 0/84 | - 0/78 | 0/27 | 0/66 | -0/11 | 0/86 |- 0/96
Tayeb Kala -0/85 | 0/01 | - 0/17 | 0/34 | 0/46 | 0/41 | 0/36 | 0/04 | 0/93
Osman Kala 0/36 | 0/55 | 0/73 | 0/16 | 0/72 | 0/17 | 0/51 | 0/38 | 0/67 | 0/21
Kordichal 0/62 | 0/00 | 0/58 | 0/00 | 0/46 | O/00 | 0/55 | 0/00 | 0O/73 | 0/00
Lash Sar 0/40 | 0/50 | 0/49 | 0/40 | 0/73 | 0/26 | 0/94 | 0/02 |O/71 | 0/18
Makarood 0/60 | 0/01 | 0/40 | 0/08 | 0/35 | 0/13 | 0/43 | 0/06 | 0/52 | 0/02
Vault -0/71 | 0/18 | - 0/84 | - 0/23 | -0/71 | 0/18 | - 0/26

Source: research findings, 2015
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The economic index has a direct significant relationship with tourism prevalence in
Kordichal village with an intensity of 0.58. The physical index has a direct significant
relationship with tourism prevalence in Kordicha village with an intensity of 0.46. The
relationship between tourism prevalence and environmental index in Kordichal and Lashsar
villages is significant and direct respectively with intensities of 0.55 and 0.94. The relationship
between tourism prevalence and variable of the living quality of rural people in Kordichal and
Makarood villagesis significant and direct respectively with intensities of 0.52 and 0.73. Totally,
only in Kordichal village, a significant relationship has been reported between second house
tourism prevalence and changes of the living quality of rural peoplein al dimensions.

5.4. Review of the impact of the dimensions of second home tourism prevalence
on theliving quality of local residentsin the studied region

After reviewing the regression infrastructural hypotheses and their validity, no data was
identified as irrelevant, and the regression associated with the impact of dimensions of second
home tourism prevalence on the living quality of local residents was fitted. By considering the
obtained result, it is seen that the significance level of the model in the first and second step is
less than 0.05 and therefore the model is significant. Based on the determination coefficient, it
can be said that independent variables express 20.5% of the changes of the dependent variable in
the model. In the regression model, between second home tourism prevalence and dimensions of
the living quality of rural people, the maximum impact is seen on social dimensions of their
living quality with approximately 25% and the minimum impact is seen on physical dimensions
of living quality with 10.3%.

Table 7 - impact of the second home tourism prevalence on the living quality of rural people

Durbin
Deter minati o

Dimension S;e R coef?ir(]; - Wz;tso VaFI-ue SC%nllgIcglan Result

statisti

C

Living 1 0/41 0/172 20/406 | 0/000 | Model is
quality 2 0/45 0/205 1/967 | 12/538 0/000 Model is
Social 1 0/49 0/249 1/915 | 32/479| 0/000 | Model is
Economic |1 | 0/33 0/112 1/929 | 12/273| 0/001 | Mode is
Physical 1 0/32 0/103 2/050 | 11/242 | 0/001 | Model is
Environment | 1 0/32 0/107 2/092 | 11/793 0/001 Model is

Source: research findings, 2015

Based on the findings of table 8, impact of the second home tourism prevalence on the living
quality of rural people has been reviewed according to stepwise regression in two steps and the
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most effective variable — creation of new jobs in association with tourism and then new
constructions, has entered the model and then the process has been stopped. The other index —
residency of nonlocal individuals — is not significant in the model and hasn't entered it in such
way that the eliminated index has had a significance level more than 0.05 in the first step which
indicates that this variable is insignificant in the model which iswhy it hasn't entered the model
in the next step. But the variable which has had a significance level less than 0.05 has entered the
model.

In reviewing the impact of the second home tourism prevalence on the living quality of rural
people, the significance level of the model has been less than 0.05 in the first step, thus the
model is significant. Given the obtained data, in the social index, based on the determination
coefficient, it can be said that independent variables express 24.9% of the changes of the
dependent variables in the mode. In the economic index, the dependent variables 15% and in
physical index, the dependent variables 10.3% and in the environmental index, the dependent
variables 10.7% of the changes of the dependent variable are expressed. Based on the model, the
stepwise regression has been done in one step for each four dimensions of living quality and the
eliminated index has had a significance level more than 0.05 in the first step which indicates that
this variable is insignificant in the model which is why it hasn't entered the model in the next

step.

table 9 - impact of the indexes of the second home tourism prevalence on the living quality of
rural people based on the stepwise regression

RlsEe MG VETTELl e c\(;sfrfiii?elr?t coe?f?t:?ent sta':i-stic Sigr?gi/glance e
I nter cept 1/693 7/376 0/000 It issignificant in the model
Creation of new jobsrelated to 0/244 0/264 2/237 0/028 It issignificant in the model
Living quality (9) g Gonstructions 0/180 01237 21009 | 0/047 It is significant in the model
Residency of nonlocal individuals | 0/013 - 0/112 0/911 It is significant in the model
I ntercept 1/546 7/204 0/000 It is significant in the model
Creation of new jobsrelated to 0/466 0/499 5/699 0/000 It is significant in the model
Social NAew constructions 0/062 - 0/542 0/589 It issignificant in the model
Residency of nonlocal individuals | -0/042 - -0/378 | 0/706 It issignificant in the model
I ntercept 1799 6/104 0/000 It issignificant in the model
Creation of new jobsrelated to 0/364 0/335 3/503 0/001 It is significant in the model
Economic New constructions 0/094 - 0812 | 0/419 Itis significant in the model
Residency of nonlocal individuals | 0/181 - 1475 0/143 It issignificant in the model
I ntercept 2/154 8/343 0/000 It is significant in the model
Creation of new jobsrelated to 0/306 0/321 3/353 0/001 It issignificant in the model
Physical New constructions 01039 - 0337 | 01737 It is significant in the model
Residency of nonlocal individuals | 0/136 - 1/096 0/276 It issignificant in the model
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I nter cept 1755 6/250 0/000 It issignificant in the model
_ Creation of new jobsrelated | 0/342 0/328 3/434 | 0/001 It issignificant in the model
environmental "N constructions 0093 |- 0/806 | 0/422 It is sSignificant in the model
Residency of nonlocal 0/158 - 1272 | 0/206 It issignificant in the model

Source: research findings, 2014

Given the results of table 10, it is seen that only for the variable of residency of nonlocal
individuals in the villages the rate of P-Value is more than 0.05. By considering the regression
model, new constructions in villages with the statistic of 0.244 has the highest impact and
creation of new jobs in association with tourism is the one after it with 0.180. In the social
dimension of the quality of lives of rural people, the most effective variable — creation of new
jobs in association with tourism — with the impact coefficient of 0.466 has entered the model and
then the process has stopped, which means that the other variables (residency of nonlocal
individuals, new construction) has not been significant in the model and it does not enter it; but
in the economic, physical and environmental dimensions, the most effective variable — new
constructions — with respectively 0.364, 0.306 and 0.342 impact coefficient have entered the
model and then the process has stopped, which means that the other variables (residency of
nonlocal individuals, creation of new jobs in association with tourism) has not been significant in
the model and it does not enter it.

Table 10 — impact coefficients of variables of prevalence of second home tourism on the
quality of life and itsdimensionsin theregion

Dependent variable | Intercept Residency of creation of new New
nonlocal jobsin constructions
individuals association with
tourism
Quality of life of 1.693 - 0.244 0.180
local residents
Social dimension of 1.546 - - 0.466
quality of life
Economic dimension 1.799 - - 0.364
of quality of life
Physical dimension 2154 - - 0.306
of quality of life
Environmental 1.755 - - 0.342
dimension of quality
of life

Source: research findings, 2015
6. Discussion and conclusion

The results of the present research in association with the prevalence of second homein the
studied region show that second home owners have chosen rural residencies as a shelter to

http://www.ijhcs.com/index.php/ijhcgindex Page 108



Volume 2 Issue4

March 2016

escape environmental contaminations in the urban areas and in this section, they are in
compliance with the foreign researchers (Saadia Hassan, 2006, Mottiar, 2006, Vepsalainena &
Pitkanen, 2010 and Rye, 2011) and also with the results of researches by Man Hu and Hung Y u,
2008 in the field of the tendency of people with average income to escape the life in the cities but
the phenomenon which is seen in the studied region, people who have been referred to as local
owners and tend to have a building in their ancestral land have been called second home owners
in thisresearch . It is also compatible with the studies of Muller (et a, 2004) which indicates that
prevalence of second home tourism leads to the development of construction and improvement
of rural houses. The results of foreign and domestic researches in the field of the impact of
prevalence of second home tourism on the living quality of local residence (Rezvani, et al. 2011;
Rokn-adin Eftekhari, et al. 2011; Kim, 2002; Mottiar, 2006; Anabestani, 2014, etc.) are
indicative of the fact that development of second home in rural areas will have several
consequences on social, economic, physical and environmental dimensions.

An overall overview of the stages of the research shows that in order to answer this
guestion that has second home tourism prevalence in the studied region been effective in the
formation of types of changes in the quality of lives of rural people? By considering the
application of the designed model in the sample villages, it was specified that there is a positive
and direct relationship between development of second home tourism and formation of changes
in social, economic, physical and environmental dimensions in rural societies. The result which
was obtained from these relationships is indicative of a one-sided and direct rel ationship between
the two mentioned variables; in such way that in case of increasing or decreasing the level of
each of the variables, we will observe a descending and ascending change in the other variable;
therefore it can be said that the more the rate of the prevalence of second home tourism is higher
in asociety, in proportion with it, we will see an increase of the changes in various dimensions of
quality of lives of rural societies. Among indexes of the prevalence of second home tourism,
creation of new jobs in association with tourism plays the maximum role in expressing and
forming the changes in the lives of rural people; in such way that it has the most important role
by expressing more than 26.4%of the changes, but resdency of nonlocal individuals has not
played a significant role in changing the quality of lives of rural people.

On the other hand, the results obtained from studying the relationships between the
prevalence of second home tourism and changes in the lives of rural people at the level of the
studied villages are indicative of this issue that there is a linear and direct relationship between
these two variables in a part of them, but in case of the dependent variable of socia changes, no
significant relationship has been observed in 5 villages of the 9 studied villages. Finally, in order
to review the research hypothesis, the Pearson correlation coefficient test has been used. Given
the results obtained from this test, it is observed that the 0.437 correlation coefficient is equal to
0.000 which is less than 0.05. The Hy is rejected based on lack of a significant relationship
between the variable of development of second home tourism and sociad — economic and
physical — environmental changes.

Given the mentioned conditions, it shall be considered that the positive impacts of the
prevalence of second home tourism on the quality of lives of local societies will not occur
naturally; but in order to realize it, second home tourism shall be effectively managed. In order to
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manage the devel opment of second home tourism in the studied villages, the following attempts
can be a solution to some extent:

> If the management of second home tourism is combined with considering the factor of
sustainability of the resources of tourism in the village, it can be considered as a factor for
revising the physical life of the villages of the area. Given the impacts of second homes on
the villages of the Kelardasht areg, it is necessary for the growth and development of this
phenomenon to be done in the framework of an accurate management and programming so
that in addition to providing entertainment space for citizens and increasing the level of the
quality of lives of rural people, it can minimize the negative impacts of this phenomenon as
the host society.

» One of the positive aspects of the second home tourism in this region is that this activity is
considered the one of the most applicable activities; thus, it has this ability to play a crucial
role in employment creation and economic development in the rural areas of the region,
therefore it has a crucial impact on the quality of lives of rural people. Therefore a substrate
shall be provided so that the potential s of the region would be exploited in the respect of
improving the conditions of the residents.

» Second home tourism and its beneficiariesin the villages of the region, with their
relationships, have a crucial role in the occurrence of different impacts and consequencesin
the tourism objectives. Such impacts include some consequencesin terms of quality of life.
Second home tourism can lead to growth and devel opment in Kelardasht as a source and an
activity along with some changes.

» Inorder to increase the environmental and physical quality in the studied villages, in the
traditional architectural section of the region and maintaining it, by modeling typical villages
such as Abyaneh and Masouleh, it is recommended to use materials availablein the
ecosystem in the section of the appearance of the building or if possible smilar materials
which are like them in terms of appearance in addition to using resistant materialsin the
foundation and skeleton of the building, so that the quality of life would also increase in
addition attracting tourists and increasing the economic level.
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...by these old customs the descent of nations
can only be proved where other monuments of writings are not remaining

Edmund Spenser. 1595

Abstract

This paper focuses on cultural and political perspectives that have impacted Arabic folklore
and influenced transmission of folk elements. This study reviews a series of studies carried
out by eminent scholars of folk literature concerning the impact of political events on
national identity construction to measure how national collective memory reacts to external
factors in order to maintain and recall folk elements. This strategy of maintaining national
folklore and using it as a resistance strategy to the hostile post 9/11 America is employed in
Laila Halaby's novel Once in a Promised Land in which Halaby, an Arab immigrant,
intertwines tales from Arabic folklore with narratives and use them both as cultural therapy
for Arab immigrants who become exposed to racial discrimination and physical assault in
America and as component of building Arab identity. This was made possible in the novel by
incorporating very short folktales relevant to issues faced by Arab immigrants.

Keywords: Arab, Folklore, Folktale, Immigrants, Colonization, racism, 9/11 America.
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I ntroduction

Spanning a huge spectrum of splendid disciplines and forms, oral literature is a part of
the corpus of ancient nations' cultural magnum opus that led to the transmission of knowledge
from generation to another. Folk literature contributed to the enlightenment of communities
characterized by their interests in the study of their past "as a subject reflected of national
events, resulting in a catalogue of local occurrence” (Hobbs. 4). This includes a significant
number of contributions to literary heritage deviated from this huge folk category such as
rituals, myths, legends, fairy tales, anecdotes, tales, wisdoms, legends, oral poetry...etc.
According to the definition of Benjamin A. Botkin (1938), folklore "is a body of traditional
beliefs, customs, and expressions, handed down largely by words of mouth and circulating
chiefly outside of commercial and academic means of communication and instruction” (1).
Folklore is generally differentiated from other varieties and genres of literature in being
"unofficial, non-institutional” component of culture and the carrier of oral "knowledge,
understandings, values, attitudes, assumptions, feelings, and beliefs’ (Brunvand. 20).
However, telling stories of culturesis the common activity of all genres of literature including
folk forms with varying degrees of complexity. Oral story telling continues to be avital entity
in the literary body and an important national contribution in building national culture and
identity. It serves as a spring of nationalism and a cultural circulation machine for
preservation of traditions from external threats such as political and cultural hegemony,
colonialism, and cultural influences.

Folk literature in its broader sense is a universal activity that has common cultura
features shared by societies. Cultural studies and comparative studies have shown similarities
of contents and functions of these genres. Lester Julius who studied the relationships between
cultures notes that “each person who tells a story moulds the story to his tongue and to his
mouth, and each listener moulds the story to his ear” (viii). Folk elements tend to play a
similar role in different societies to "give people a way of communicating with each other
about each other-their fears, their hopes, their dreams, their fantasies, giving their
explanations of why the world isthe way it is' (vii). In Folklore and Anthropology published
in 1953 by William Bascom, who was eminent scholar of cultural studies and a specialist in
African cultures, especially the Yoruba culture, discussed the role played by folklore
literature. According to him folk elements do not only serve to sanction and validate religious,
social, political, and economic institutions but also play an important role as an educative
device in their transmission from one generation to another (284). In his later and famous
research titled Four Functions of Folklore (1954), Bascom summarizes four functions of
folklore, that are, amusement, validating culture, education and maintaining conformity to the
accepted patterns of behaviour (339). Shaped through centuries of accumulation of human
experience and interactions, folk heritage is purified and refined through the transmitting
process of the needed elements in which new generations find what suit their lives.

In August 1846, William John Thoms, a British antiquarian and one of the earliest
scholars to investigate this area as a part of literature, gave the name Folklore to this
antiquarian area of study which had been chalenging and subject for definition and
redefinition for long time. When world scholars were busy investigating this area of literature,
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though not under this name, and trying to categorize it, several names were given to it such as
"popular antiquities’, "popular literature”. "oral sayings", "oral traditions"...etc. yet none of
the efforts resulted in a fixed and solidified term for folklore. However, it was William
Thomas who gave the term folklore to this genre that acquired popularity and became an
independent genre. Though Thoms was mainly a government clerk in Chelsea hospital and
later a Deputy Librarian at the House of lords he started investigating old tales, prose
romances, customs and superstitions at his free time from what he caled "onerous official
duties’. He gained distinguished fame in an area that was new to him when he scribbled 'Folk-
lore’ on his photograph that he gave to hisfriend G. L. Gomme the following lines in 1846:

If you would fain know more
Of him whose Photo hereis-
He coined the word Folk-Lore

And started Notes & Queries (Dundes. 10)

Theorizing Early Modern Arab Folk Heritage

Arab speaking countries are a rich basket of folk elements and a hot spot of diverse
heritage and cultures where several tribes and clans lived with distinguished dialects and
beliefs and left huge fortune of folk heritage. Arabic folk heritage represents, with al its
myriad manifestations, a cultural capital that can be mobilized as a means of enhancing
prosperity and an important contribution to the on-going social developments in the region
(Serageldin. i). Arabia, like magor world nations of India, China, Greece €etc... has its own
vastness of national folklore that people maintained, transmitted and kept aive. Arabia has
been a place of birth of world major religions Judaism, Christianity and Islam and therefore,
many of traditions and beliefs were the focus of these religions. This paper attempts to
demonstrate the cultural approach to folklore by an Arab immigrant writer, Laila Halaby, who
uses folkloric elements as a cultural therapy and a means of resistance to racism in the biased
white American society after 9/11 terrorist attacks on New Y ork and Washington:

Migrant stories are worth telling and worth hearing. Their narratives create a sense of history,
a sense of the past, and construct a framework within which future generations can orient
themselves. An understanding of the past helps individuals to locate themselves within history
and culture, whence they can construct a self-identity narrative that connects the past to the

present (Y ekenkurul. 54).

The cultural and political context of the Arab countries under colonization is deemed to
be essential for any serious discussion of any aspect of Arab heritage. In this study | consider
the Western colonization of the Arab world aturning point in the history of Arab folk heritage
and a concrete wall that isolated the folklore from people and appropriated it in a mainstream
that helps dominance and hegemony over the region. Therefore, colonization caused
numerous downfalls to Arab folk heritage whose authentic oral forms were subject to
negligence and the influence of the European cultures. Several folkloric el ements disappeared,
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magic ended and several elements of supernatural have declined from discussions and became
redundant among tribal talks. These political realities imposed on Arabia weakened the ties
between common man and his folkloric heritage:

The colonizers lumped together the inhabitants of the region in the Ottoman basket and
negated them from history creating the phantasm of a civilization that links pre-1slamic
civilizations like Persia, ancient Egypt and “Mesopotamia” with Greece and Rome, which

they regarded as their immediate ancestors. (Hassan & Mohsen. 5).

Another likely reason for the decline of folk elements among modern generation has
been the tendency among Arab writers to concentrate almost exclusively on modern issues
forgetting or failing to adopt folkloric ingredients. Sayyid Hurreiz notices that common man
as well as scholars in Arab region “have been so shocked by international events” and “have
not found themselves able to speak about Arabic heroism with ease-even if of bygone times”
(362). However, the Arab world elites began to identify themselves with whatever is
European and regarded sticking to indigenous heritage and participating in it as backward.
The notion of the role of heritage in the making of Arab identity has been deformed by the
political context that introduced the Western culture in a superior manner as universal cultural
phenomenon that leads to developing and enlightening nations. However, this political and
military hegemony led to cultural dominance that resonated among Arab elites and swayed
common man away from the backbone of hisregion.

Folklorein post 9/11 Arab American Narrative

Arabic folk heritage, however, has prospered in the communities of the immigrants and
become manifest in the new socia setting and adaptable writings on racism and
marginalization: “[IJmmigrants combat identity-related confusion, starting with the perplexing
problem of labelling and being labelled and continuing with the process of transformation
from an immigrant to an ethnic to a member of an ethnic group” (McCarus. 19). Insertion of
elements such as deities, spirits, ghosts, witches and other agents of the supernatural in
narrative textsis more actively present in the daily talks and writings of Arab immigrants than
at their home countries: "immigrant groups may keep alive mythologies and histories tied to
landscapes in the old country, evoking them through architecture, music, dance, ritual, and
craft" (Bronner. 241). Though Arab immigrants, as a cultural group, are far away from their
native countries, they keep alive cultural heritage provided by memories of their homeland or
transmitted through grandmothers to descendants. For example, this heritage is invested in
post 9/11 Arab American writings when Arab immigrants become exposed to hatred,
discrimination, physical assaults and rampant racist acts after 9/11 terrorist attacks. This style
of wring keeps folk elements tied to common issues shared by all Arab immigrants:

At the turn of the century the concept of the melting pot became current, whereby it
was believed that Anglo-Saxon conformity was the idea goal, and that all minorities
would be assmilated into it so producing a homogeneous new race. But in fact, the
newcomers were rejected by mainstream society. ...the minority culture takes on select
aspects of the majority culture but retains its own identity (McCarus. 2).
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Arabic folklore is part and parcel of Laila Halaby’s narrative work Once in a Promised
Land where she weaves folktales in order to give her narrative a true touch of beauty and
glamour, something Arabian and very close to the hearts of the immigrants. The term “Arab
Americans” refers to Arabs and their descendants who have migrated from the Middle East to
the United States from the 1880s till the present time. Though these writers have migrated to
the United States from different societies of the Middle East particularly Lebanon, Syria and
Palestine, carrying with them different religious and spiritual heritages, yet they “staked out
an individual space from which they explore their own relations to identity, culture, religion,
and the building or inhabiting of a life in the United States” and tried “to bridge Eastern and
Western philosophy, thought, and religion” (Layton. 7-13). With the start of the twenty-first
Century, the subject matter in Arab American literature takes a change to meet anti-Arab
racism in the U.S. that increased significantly by the 9/11 attacks on the U.S and fuelled by
U.S. military involvement in the Middle East. Therefore, themes of self-assertion, devotion to
Arab culture, Arab community unity, displacement, discrimination and racism against Arabs
and Muslims dominate the mgjority of texts written during the period from 2001 to 20009.

Laila Halaby’s Once in a Promised Land (2007) is the story of an Arab couple, Jassim
and Salwa, who leaves the deserts of their native Jordan for those of Arizona in the turbulent
days following 9/11 to fulfil their quintessential dreams. Y et their life becomes the focus of
the FBI investigation and they begin to experience alonging for their homeland. Although the
two live far from Ground Zero, they cannot escape the racial discrimination of the citizens
and the FBI agents. This cultural antipathy towards the Arabs and Islam is manifest in many
white American writings that reinforce evil representations and encourage discrimination.
Once in a Promised Land offers an instructive insight into the struggles facing Arab
Americansin post 9/11 America.

Halaby opens her novel by referring to very common opening lines from Arabic
folklore “Kan ya makan fi kadeem az-zaman,” which she literally translates as “They say
there was or there wasn’t in olden times.” This folk opening is the spark of proliferating the
nationaist themes that are immensely highlighted in the novel through inserting tales from
Arabic folk tradition. Early in the novel, Halaby narrates a traditional story about a ghula (an
evil female figure from Arabic folklore, a similar character to hag in Western folk tales) who
entices children to play with her and eats them up when they become in her grip. In this
episode, only a very clever poor boy named Nus Nsays manages to defeat the ghula by his
patience and tricks. He escaped her clutches and determined to catch her: “The villagers were
pleased by his cunning and bravery. He said to them, “What would you think if I brought you
the ghula?”...”Iwill bring her. I will catch her for you.” (Halaby. 97). Though ghula tried to
tempt the boy using all kinds of offers: “I’ll give you all my gold and silver and money,” he
denied and asserted: “I don’t want gold or silver or money. I want peace for my village,” (97).
The boy's determination to defeat the ghula in Once in a Promised Land bridges the
boundaries between the immigrants' history and memory. This gap is an obsessing feature of
Halay's novel, where the boundaries between history and memories of immigrants' life in
Arabia haunt the protagonists. This determination represents the interaction of the past and the
present of the immigrants whose memories, fictional or real, of the Paestinian suffering
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determine the future of these immigrants who struggle to overcome the rampant racism and
discrimination against them in America after 9/11.

Oncein A Promised Land is replete with legends common among Pal estinian, Jordanian
and Lebanese people. One function of the folk tradition in Halaby's novel is to establish a
solid background for her story "that shapes and constructs the narrative (Riessman. 140). The
vestiges of social practices, marital rituas, unspoken beliefs, values and etc. in these legends
have been part of the socia life in their societies and a constituent of identity. Immigrant
identity which is targeted by recalling folktales in this text is built on historical experiences
and watershed events shared by the immigrant community. Senem Y ekenkurul notes that
"[i]dentity is constructed through narrative memory. Remembering the past connects us to
history, and that remembering forms a tradition” (55). And, this added element to identity
helps immigrants "recall alife story is to remember the dialogical and inter-subjective other;
the people, the places, the time of day, the weather, the smells; it is to encapsulate the
embodied experience” (55). Nus Nsays' tale introduces the reader to the boy's incomparable
strength that "[€]ven though he was so tiny, his shadow was tall, tall, taller than all of their
shadows. He got on his goat and rode back to his mother.” (98). He defeated a wild creature
and gained the respect of the village: “When the villagers saw that NUs Nsays had captured
the ghula, they looked at him with surprise. He was standing across from them, and the sun
shone on him with his shadow behind him” (98). His internal identity component is more
important here than his physical shape because it functions both to reflect the past and to
create an identity.

Instead of using multiple narrative techniques, Halaby uses one narrative technique with
purpose for introducing all episodes and viewing the roles performed by characters. She
employed an Arabic narrative technique to stress on certain principles and values. For instance,
Halaby introduces the reader to the legend of Pregnancy Apples that resulted in the birth story
of Nus Nsays using the same narrative technique that starts with the same Arab folkloric
opening lines:

Kan ya ma kan fee gadeem az-zamaan... there was or there wasn’t in olden times...a woman
who could not get pregnant. Years passed, and her yearning for a baby grew and grew. One
day as she was working in her house, she heard a merchant’s cry through her window;,
“Pregnant apples from the mountain! Pregnancy apples from the mountain!” She said to
herself , could there really be an applefor getting pregnant? (93).

These short openings or "semi-prologues’ usualy differentiate oral literature from
formal literature. Gail de Vos, a specialist in contemporary story-telling technique, contends
that "[t]he opening, often consisting of a brief anecdote that makes the story relevant to the
audience or an explanation of something within the tale that the listener needs to know in
order to appreciate or understand it better, creates the transition from the world of the listener
into the world of the story” (4-5). Raphael Patai notes that the function of the introductions
and openings in folktales is to introduce the reader to the major characters, the setting and the
problem of the story in away "associated with the traditions that the immigrants brought with
them" (177). Focusing on the folktales used by immigrants, transmission of folk practices and
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the survival of folk heritage in their communities, Will Eisner, a prominent American writer,
writes in the prologue to his story Street Magic that:

[iJmmigrant families on our block believed they were in hostile territory. Survival skills were
brought from the old country. They were kept as magic spells the family used when dealing
with the predictable outrages of neighbourhood life. They were not formally taught. They were

learned by emulating older and more experienced family members. (19)

The "ethnic tale" of Pregnancy Apple is first heard by Salwa from her grandmother in
Jordan and becomes a memorable tale for her inside the United Sates. It is a story of the
woman who does not get pregnant and has to eat a certain kind of apple called pregnancy
apple to get pregnant. This tale is retold by Salwa when her life "gets worse" and "had very
difficult periods' (Halaby. 92). The story is sandwiched between different chapters of the
novel, where Nus Nsays was born, lived and defeated the ghula. The poor lady was
determined to have a baby and “bought a large red apple and took it home" and however
instead of eating it "her husband came in from the fields and, seeing the apple on the counter,
bit into it once, twice, then three times, giant bites that consumed half the apple" (93).
Therefore, the mother gave birth to a boy who remains very tiny:

...because she had eaten only half, the boy she gave birth to was very tiny, so tiny that people
called him Nus Nsays (which in Arabic means half of a halving).” “In spite of his size, his
mother was overjoyed. Nus Nsays grew (children in tales always grow quickly), but he
remained the size of a very young boy. His hands were tiny, his legs were short, but his voice

was loud and strong like the voices of all the other children.” (93)

The simple tale of Nus Nsays sets the paradigm of major issues related to the lives of
Arab immigrants who "rely on the folklore genres and the set of concepts and symbols derived
from their original homes to cope with their new environment” (Patai. 177). The birth of this
little boy and his struggle in the novel explain the fact about what islike to be an Arab Muslim
in post 9/11 America. Further, the struggle of "tiny boy" through the whole scenes has been
the paradigmatic of the massive strength and endurance characterizing Arab immigrants.
Contrary to Nus Nsays, the ghula who continues to be present till the end of the novel
represents unfulfilled promises, stunted potential, immigrants’ fascination with consumerism
and vulnerability to racism and assaults: "The hairy hideous ghula saw the beauty in child’s
face and grew madly jealous...[w]hen the ghula thought the girl would be grown and ripe for
eating, she began to reel in the remaining threads, pulling the girl away from her familiar
world" (Halaby. 331-332). Ghula lures innocent people and eat them up once they are in her
clutches. Only the clever people like Nus Nsays can escape this trap. These arts of storytelling,
according to Y ekenkurul, "function as a didactic lesson in regards to a particular act" (56) and
in doing so, Halaby has successfully introduced America as a conspiratorial, xenophobic and
intolerant environment for Arab immigrants.

Narration in Once in a Promised Land connects Salwa, the heroine, to history and place
where she lived the origin of folktale in her childhood: "[w]hen Salwa was a child, she always
asked her grandmother for the meaning behind the stories’ and raised question about the
reality of Nus Nsays to which she got an answer: " It isjust a story” (98). The grandmother's
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answers to Salwa's questions are full of optimism and hope. When Salwa asks about Nus
Nsays: "But what is the point of him being so small?*, the answer of grandmother emphasizes
the importance of internal qualities of the person: " with determination and a clever wit, small
character can defeat large evils (98). The second answer to Salwa's question has relevance to
the Palestinian heroism at home as well as abroad that "[e]very Palestinian has a habit of Nus
Nsays within him. Or her.” (98). And, the ghula, who tempts innocent people and eat them,
can refer to the American Dream that lures people and traps them once they are in America
especialy after the rise of terror issue. However, only clever immigrants can overcome
difficulties. Narration tends to end when Salwa falls a victim of American Dream and is
beaten by her American bank co-worker. Jassim, her husband, who is a scientist and works
hard to save rainwater for all Americans, is suspected and his work contract is terminated.
Therefore, blending folktales in Once in a Promised Land reflects the author's perception of
the richness of her history and awareness in making cultural heritage relevant to the modern
issues related to the community of the immigrants.

Identity is constructed through narrative memories, conversation and social interaction.
Of course, narrative can function as an analogy between fictional and imaginary incidents
from folk heritage and real events. In other words, in narratives, reality can become fiction
and vice versa. Halaby, for example, uses folk narratives and events to explain how story can
recall human experience and memories. Addressing issues related to Arab community in
America through folktales, Halaby contributes to the maturation of this art which deals with
complexities of 9/11 and their consequences on Arab community. This dual function of
narrative is a personal corrective and accumulated storage of the years which are recalled
when a person getsinvolved in similar experiences at any geographic location.
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Abstr act

Degspite the technological advances of the 1990s which have led to increasing integration of web-based
courses in educational areas, teachers’ attitudes still have not been clearly diagnosed regarding the
implementation of online in-service training (hereafter INSET) programs. Understanding factors in
successful online programs from the point of view of teachers can offer suggestions for INSET program
holders to promote the quality of both learning experiences of teaching courses aswell asthe quality of
professional development for teachers. Hence, the purpose of this paper is to determine the opinions of
the school teachers about online in-service teacher training programs in the Iranian educational
system. More specifically, the present study examined the effect of different variables such as gender,
years of experience on 150 participants EFL teachers from 10 different schools in Sabzevar, Iran. A
researcher-made questionnaire based on five-point Likert scale was employed to collect data. The
collected data were analyzed conducting t-tests and ANOVA. The results showed that teaches prefer
online INSET; moreover, they prefer such programs to be held by university lecturers who are experts
in their fields. In addition the results depicted the difference between the general perceptions of male
and female teachers. Respondents think that such a program is a necessity for teachers’ professional
development. Implications for future INSETs were discussed based on the findings.

Keywords: EFL Teachers’ Opinions, Evaluation, In-service training, Online learning, Teachers’
pr ofessional development.
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1. Introduction

A dlimpse at review of literature depicts that many countries consider in-service training
(hereafter INSET) programs as significant for teacher professionalism since such programs play a
major role in increasing the quality of education. These programs focus on creating a change in the
teachers’ behavior after they start their profession. Such programs provide a life-long support for
teachers. Teachers usually participate in INSET programs after their initia education to boost their
efficiency and professional development. In other words, INSET programs are either means for some
teachers to keep in touch with the recent developments in their respective field, or for some others an
opportunity to refresh and broaden their previous knowledge as well as their teaching skills practice
and management ability to cope with the problems in future. Teacher education programs can function
as an important link between a nation’s ingtitutions of higher learning and the public they are designed
to serve (Shahmohammadi, 2012).

Moreover, INSET creates an atmosphere of sharing. In such programs, trainees share and discuss
their problems and experiences to find practical solutions or bring about new ideas with academic help
from trainers (Turhan & Arikan, 2009). Given that there has been transit from the traditional stage to
the industrial stage, continuous trend of changes in different aspects of socia life, considerable
development in different sciences and technologies, technological advancement with their impacts on
service areas of ingtitutes and educationa organizations, training and improving human resources of
organizations are felt to be imperative. Given the abovementioned remarks, there is a need to discover
and develop more effective ways of preparing teacher education programs at all levels to meet the
challenges of a changing society.

There are dozens of studies on teacher education programs evaluation conducted both inside and
outside Iran. Literature in this field indicates that in the process of evaluation researchers have focused
on the content, social skills instruction, teachers’ beliefs, and administration as different dimensions.
Shahmohammadi (2012) examined the state of pre-service and in-service programs for teachersin Iran
especialy with the purposes of finding out the aims of in-service programs, their organization, nature
of curriculum, the methods of teaching, and techniques of evaluation, educational agencies involved in
this program, and their strengths and weaknesses. A questionnaire was used to collect data from the
target group. The results reported that recent changes towards student centered learning and qualitative
assessment have brought teaching closer to the ideal status.

Another study carried out by Birjandi & Derakhshan Hesari (2010) in Iran, displayed that most
teachers were not satisfied with the in-service program; they believed that the program cannot boost
their proficiency level. Although these studies provide some information regarding evaluation
programs’ in terms of their efficiency and deficiency, there is scant research on how teacher education
programs should be administered. It would be beneficial to assess and review both the teachers and the
students-teachers’ attitudes towards online INSET. Therefore, the present study tries to examine the
perceptions and opinions of novice and experienced EFL teachers about online teacher education
programs. The findings can potentially have implications for program holders and educators in charge
of teacher training classes.
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2. Review of Literature

Without a shadow of doubt, education is one of the main concerns al over the world. Education
can bring about learning experiences to lead students from the darkness of ignorance to the light of
knowledge. Teachers play key role to bring about this transformation. Teachers have multifaceted
functions, they can function as educational leaders; can serve as councilors; can trigger change in the
classroom and in the lives of their students and can shape or alter the environment, or even the future of
a country. On the other hand, teachers can also spoil the lives of individuals or even ruin the future of a
country. Becoming a professional teacher entails teacher education.

Teacher education is a multifaceted process. It includes teachers’ preferences, pre-service
training, practice period and monitoring and evaluation during this period, and INSET, (Demir, 2015).
Among these elements, in-service and pre-service programs are an important step toward
professionalization and receive considerable attention. Pre-service education programs offer some
special courses for teacher-students in universities and teacher training centersin order to prepare them
to teach and to cope with real language class problems in future before they graduate and experience
real teaching. Usually, an in-service teaching program refers to professional development activities for
all employed teachers, those with and those without formal qualifications offered after primary training
and after they have had some teaching experiences. These programs range from occasional workshops
to continuous, comprehensive, career-long programs of professional learning. Such professional
development programs play crucial role in developing and maintaining teachers’ quality, and
improving their knowledge.

This issue is important because providing the programs and conditions that create better teachers
have become a high priority in most countries that are rapidly expanding their educational systems to
meet the education for all students (Ginsburg, 2011). It is widely acknowledged that education quality
interpreted in accordance with a country’s policies, practices, and standards of achievement is the
product of many factors such as relevant curriculum, transaction modes, good learning materias, safe
learning spaces, governmenta support, strong leadership and so on (Ginsburg, 2011). To educate well-
prepared teachers, well-designed INSET courses are crucia. To facilitate such goals certain principles
should be considered in the design and implementation of programs. The principles are outlined as
follows:

1. Consider in-service programs as part of a continuum of professional development.

2. Involve teachers in the planning and implementation of programs.

3. Emphasize pedagogical content knowledge in designing program content.

4. Use adult-oriented models of active learning as the pedagogical design for in-service programs.
5. Build reflective practice and action research within teacher learning communities.

6. Include all teachers in learning opportunities and base most of the in-service program at the
school or school-cluster level.
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7. Incorporate strong instructional leadership by school administrators and local supervisors.

8. Link teacher in-service programs to a more-holistic school improvement approach involving
community members in planning for and monitoring school quality.

9. Successful participation in in-service professona development programs should receive
officia recognition by the ministry or local authority.

10. Consider the budget implications of building realistic and sustainable programs (Ginsburg,
2011).

In addition, it should be securitized as to what extent these programs are in line with teachers’
and learners’ needs. Just as the development of any program should be based on the needs of its
audiences so do programs of professonal teacher development. One of the perquisites for
implementing context-bound INSET models is to take into account teachers’ beliefs and their context
realities as well as to involve teachers in both the planning and the implementation phases of an INSET
activity (Sandholtz, 2002). To catch up with the changes in teaching and teacher education theories,
teachers’ needs and experiences, and their opinions about all aspects of teacher education programs
need to be accepted and reflected in such programs. Some studies have evaluated the needs and
expectations of teachersin relation to their professional development as reflected in these programs. An
investigation carried out by Razi & Kargar (2014) indicated that the status of the current in-service
foreign language teacher education program in Iran is not satisfactory with regard to improving English
teachers’ language proficiency level, teaching skills, management skills, and evaluation skills. It was
also revealed that the program suffers a relative inadequacy with respect to increasing teachers’
motivation and the administration of the courses.

Another factor is setting. Determination of setting is an important factor in organizing INSTE.
According to John and Gravani, (2005, cited in Uysal, 2012), Teachers need a friendly atmosphere
where openness and collaboration are encouraged and where they can share their own knowledge of
classroom, students and pedagogy with colleagues. Such INSET courses are often linked to
improvements in quality of education and successful implementation of curriculum innovations. In a
study conducted by Kavak et al. (2012), it was found that teachers participating in this study suggested
that in-service teacher trainings be conducted in the teachers’ own school, within working times, and
by expertsin their fields.

Other important factors are content, materials, and resources such as handouts, audio, and visual
texts. According to Uysal (2012), whether new materials are created during the courses, and whether
feedback and evaluation are gathered after the courses have further positive effects on the level of
impact of INSETs on teachers’ practices. Rahimi (2008) in his study reviewed the content of EFL
teacher education program, its knowledge/competency base, procedures utilized to present that
knowledge/competency to student-teachers, and the types of teaching materials that best suit this
provision. Based on insights provided by Korthagen, Loughran, and Russell (2006), he proposed four
principles for evaluation/selection of teaching materials and sources of information in EFL teacher
training programs. These principles are as follows (1) aims and objectives of an EFL teacher training
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program with regard to the knowledge/competency base, (2) student-teacher’s role, (3) cultural issues,
and (4) teacher trainer’srole.

How to administer and how to deliver INSET isas critical as other factors. A review of studies on
INSET shows that research in this area is desperately needed to improve INSET practices in general.
At present, considering the fact that science and technology have improved in recent decades, more
than any other time in human history, their role should not be ignored in INSET. Rapidly changing
technologies and the need to integrate them into teacher education entails the restructuring of the
current program. There is also a need for a needs analysis before restructuring the program.
Recognizing and knowing the needs of today’s teachers and how technology impacts their educating is
one of the keysto providing them with such education that meet their needs.

3. Online Learning

Nowadays the use of Communication Technology has become an important part of the teaching-
learning process. The emergence of new technologies prompted educators to understanding and
applying these technologies for classroom use. Online learning is defined as an innovative form of
distance education that delivers instruction to a remote audience, using computer networks as the main
medium. In particular, online learning has captured the attention of many educational institutions
throughout the world, and as a result, over the past few years, the number of courses offered online has
increased to accommodate the increasing number of students who are interested in online learning. The
rationale underlying the application of new technology is attributed to many economic, political, and
societal factors. These factorsinclude low cogt, full access to various learning resources, and the ability
to provide high-quality learning to off-campus learners providing students with more opportunities for
interaction with instructors, access to diverse learning resources, and development of certain skills,
such as time management (Al-Jabri, 2012).

In addition, web-based technology with the removal of the time, place, and political barriers has
increased access to education for individuals located throughout the world; besides it has developed a
cost-effective approach by providing interactive learning opportunities for adults and school quitters.
Today universities are able to offer high-quality learning to anyone who has access to the Internet.
Web-based learning provides a learning environment where different cultures, people, and needs are
met. The use of online technology enables learners who are unable to attend face-to-face classes for
whatever reasons to attend class from home or at work. It offers users with choices about when, where,
and how they want educational material be presented to them.

Communication technologies fall namely into two categories: synchronous or asynchronous. The
former refers to any real-time online interaction between learners and instructors through media such as
online text-chat systems, video conference, whereas the latter refers to any non-real-time online
interaction between learners and instructors anytime and anywhere through media such as e-mail,
social networking sites, and Blackboard (Gasaymeh & Jwaifell, 2013). Each has its own pluses and
MiNuSes.

Asynchronous courses enjoy more flexibility compared to synchronous courses; because in
asynchronous learning settings, students are able to access the educational material at anytime and
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anywhere. Disadvantages of asynchronous courses are associated with moderating large-scale
conversations lack of reflection time for students and intimidation of poor typists. The advantage of the
use of synchronous online courses is that it allows learners to have choice concerning when and where
they want to take part in the class activities. Disadvantages of asynchronous communication include the
feeling of isolation and disconnection from other group members, and difficulties in keeping track of
and facilitating the responses of large. (Al-Jabri, 2012). The focus of the present research is on
synchronous online courses.

Although online-learning has got a special place in the modern education, however, when applied
in teacher education learning, the attitudes towards online may be different. As noted by Tok & Dos
(2010) if the online teacher education programs are well-designed to create new opportunities in
teacher education, the cost of teacher training activities can be reduced. Hence research shows that
online education via the web provides learners with an opportunity to develop new learning
experiences by managing self-directed learning, and sharing information and ideas in a cooperative and
collaborative manner. Online in-service programs with the removal of time and space barriers will
provide more teachers with getting instruction at any time and any place.

Today more and more, educational practitioners appreciate a web-based course’s merits and
regard it as a useful resource for making the learning process more diverse and attractive. Yet,
comparing web-based education to traditional face to face classes does not mean that the former isin
the more right position. Gaining more insight into the participants’ opinions and understanding
teachers’ attitudes toward the application of modern communication technologies and the need for
quality professional development and technological training of teachers would allow educational
practitioners select and incorporate communication technologies in the teacher education programs
much better.

4. Resear ch Questions
The present study addressed the following questions:

1. What are the strengths and weaknesses of the online in-service programs from the perspectives
of teachers?

2. Isthere any significant difference between the pedagogical beliefs of Iranian male and female
instructors about online INSTE programs?

3. Isthere any significant difference between the pedagogical beliefs of Iranian instructors about
online INSET programs with reference to their years of experience?

5. M ethodology

The present study enjoys a quantitative and qualitative mixed-method design. The data collection
instruments used in this study were a researcher-devised questionnaire and semi-structured interview.
The questionnaire (Appendix B) was devised by using the opinion and experience of several experts
and teachers. The first section of the questionnaire focused on the personal, academic, and contextual
profile of the participants. The second section consisted of content areas under study on a five-point
Likert scale. In order to decide on these areas, the author first conducted interviews with the two
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experts of English programs who gave useful insights into the professional needs of in-service teachers
from their own perspective. Based on this information, on a review of the relevant literature on
measurement of attitudes, informal feedback from teachers, as well as the researchers’ understanding of
language teaching and experience of language learning, the first draft of the questionnaire was
developed. The first draft of the questionnaire later was examined and dlightly modified. The total
number of items in the questionnaire was 30. To estimate the reliability coefficients in the
guestionnaire, Cronbach Alpha Analysis was conducted, and a value of 0.81 was found which is
acceptable. In addition, the validity of the questionnaire was examined by two faculty members.

5.1 Participants

The participants of the study were 150 teachers with university degrees ranging from BA and MA
to PhD. This sample was asked to complete a questionnaire about teachers’ beliefs about in-service
program practices via web. They had about 15 minutes allocated time to answer the questions. In the
second phase, semi-structured interviews were carried out with 8 teachers. The purpose of the
interviews was to provide more detailed explanation of teachers’ attitudes toward online programs
(Appendix A).

5.2 Data Analysis

Having collected the data, the analysis was done through computation of descriptive statistics
such as frequencies and means. T-test and ANOVA were also run to examine any relationships between
guestionnaire items and gender, and years of experience. Then the audio-taped interviews were
transcribed and analyzed qualitatively along with quantitative analysis.

6. Results

One hundred and fifty teachers from 10 different schools in Sabzevar participated in this study.
As Table 1 displays, teachers have different years of professional experience. Furthermore, all of them
had participated in in-service teacher training in their professional life before this study. 91.5% of the
participants have computer with 90% internet access at home. 47.7% of the teachers considered
themselves as average computer users and 30.7% think of themselves as advanced users.

Table 1 Demogr aphic Char acteristics of

Participants

Demographic Characteristic Number
Gender -
Male 60
Female 90
Education degree -
Bachelor 118
Master 40
PhD 2

Professional experience (years)
Less than one year
1-2 years

o o
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3-5 years 10
5-10 years 60
More than 10 years 80

6.1 Questionnaire Findings

The results of questionnaire analysis are presented in Table 2. Asit is demonstrated, the majority of
the teachers (67.6%) are at ease with computer and they favor online program more than traditional
programs. 46% participants report that they do participate in online programs.

Table 2 The Mean and Per centage of Questionnaire Items

ltems SA% A% UN% DA% SD% M
1. | feel at ease with using computer. 146 53 49 183 06 231
2. | think I will participate in online programs. 61 409 116 317 12 273
3. | have phobia for online equipment. 244 79 335 25 2.92
4. I1f something goeswrong | will not know what
122 427 268 9.8 2.37

todotofix it.

5. | think participation in online INSET
programs should be done voluntarily.

6. | favor online INSET to traditional INSET
COUrses.

7. | prefer the material to be presented by an
expert in the respective field when the courseis 28 53 104 915 181
offered.

8. The time schedule of the program should be
appropriate for the participants.

9. The instructional activities should provide the

348 537 18 06 06 167

183 518 98 901 24 219

293 604 06 06 06 172

. S T 274 61 1.8 12 1.75
active participation of the participants.
10. Ingructional activities should meet the
INSET needs of the participants. 299 91 12 12 L
11. (_)nllne INSET provides better learning 183 402 159 14 3 238
experiences.

12. Online INSET makes the training course
more interesting.
13. Online INSET gives teachers opportunity to

22 433 14 116 06 219

3 36.6 287 232 2.79
learn more.
14. Online INSET enable teachers to interact
with each other better. 335 29 A 2.91
15. Online INSET saves teachers’ time and
energy enabling them to attend to other 12 494 317 91 2.53
activities, too.
16. Online INSET reduces training costs. 36.6 494 49 6 1.67
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17. Online INSET facilitate teachers’ access to

the latest techniques and methods. 2714 524 116 183
18. Online INSET contributes to teachers’ 274 482 128 03 191
autonomy.

19. Online INSET helps teachers to keep abreast 274 518 122 183
of new technology

20. Online programs can accommodate a large 213 543 159 1.94
number of teachers at atime.

21. Administers should offer sufficient online

facilitiesto implement online INSET 213 gom 134 1.94
22. Administrators should offer courses for

teachers with limited computer skills. 2 193
23. The accessibility of the internet and

computer facilities should be taken into 22 543 15.2 1.93
consideration.

_24. The INSET needs of participants should be 20 50 189 06 198
identified during these programs.

25. Today online programs are a necessity. 232 518 159 1.93
26. | think traditional programs are better, when

it comes to making teachers actively involvedin -~ 1.8 299 128 47 3.15
the teaching-learning process.

27. 1 think in traditional programs the specific 205

techniques and lessons are modeled by the 43 366 98 409 1.2
trainers better.
28. | think traditional pogroms are suitable for

- 16.5 6041 146 1.98
the computer-illiterate.
29. In tr_adltlonal programs teachers collaborate M5 47 151
with their peers more.
30. In traditional programs the physical 372 427 61 55 178

atmosphere is of more fun.
Note: SA: Strongly Agree A: Agree D: Disagree SD: Strongly Disagree, % Percentage, M:
Mean

6.2 Interview Report

During the interviews, six interviewees said that they would like to attend such an online- in-
service program for their in-service professional development asit appears below:

A. “I’ll attend such a program if the program include both latest educational theories, especially those
related to language teaching, and teaching practice. What is important for me is that the in-service
professional development should expose us to the latest theories or concepts in our field and offer
opportunity to share our experiences and exchange our practice, and learn from each other. What'’s
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more, the program should be goal-oriented, that is, it should increase our knowledge in daily
teaching.”

B. “I think an online program is more convenient for teachers, because they have heavy load work. |
support such programs. Some teachers are so busy they cannot participate in these programs. So, the
role of online programs is very important.

C. “It is a good idea. Because some teachers may have problems which prevent them from
participating in in-service programs. When it is supposed to be held online, we can follow it better. The
important factor istime | think.”

D. “I have been teaching English for more than ten years. Of course, | know the reform that our
Ministry of Education is now implementing on teaching with this fast pace, and we need to update
ourselves. But how can we do it? | have to teach over ten hours a week, two different courses. After
this, | have to save some time to take care of the family, so what can | do with my professional
development? | know it’s important and necessary, if there would be such program it would be very
convenient, consequently we’d not miss in-service programs. | will participate in this program if the
education office offers bonus for internet connection. ”

Asfor item five 88.5% highly agreed that the course should be optional. They did not want to attend
the courses obligatorily. About item six 69.9% teachers reported that they would prefer online to
traditional programs. Concerning item seven, 8./4% participants believe that the courses should be
presented by experts. AlImost All teachersin the interview strongly agreed on the same issue as well.

B. “The instructors should be lecturers; they should be experts in the respective area; they should be
knowledgeable, they should be among those who are familiar with teaching issues. Those who have
been successful in teaching should be invited to share their experiences with other colleagues. In
addition, we like to receive training on concepts and scientific developments related to our subject
matter, new approaches for instructional strategies and methods.”

Regarding item eight, the majority of the teachers (89/7%) deemed that the time for the program
should be suitable to encourage participation; besides, the interviewers reported that they sometimes
are not duly informed of programs as explained in the following comment:

A. “Sometimes school managers and principals do not inform teachers of programs. We sometimes
miss programs; if programs are announced by text messages or phone, it would be convenient.”

With respect to items nine and ten, teachers expressed that they desire such programs involve them
actively and enable them use and share their teaching experiences and use other colleagues’
experiences. They complained that sometimes in-service programs were inefficient, and did not lead
anywhere. They like their needs to be met by such programs. Interviewers stated they sometimes do not
know the ends of such programs. They think such programs have wasted their time without taking them
anywhere.

A. “The challenges of such programs are that these programs are not goal-oriented. They are offered
by some non-experts without sufficient knowledge in their fields. These programs have been held in
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order to pass a course rather than being considered as serious matter. They have been held without
any results. They were held in vain, without any aim.”

Regarding items eleven through item twenty, about 50% to 70% of teachers emphasize the
advantages of online programs.

A. “The courses enable teachers to upgrade their knowledge through participating in online activities.
In other words, they give teachers more opportunities to get involved in the learning experiences by
participating and sharing their experiences. Teachers have more time to prepare resources such as
handouts, materials, CDs to be used for future reference and for classroom use. These classes should
be offered without fees. Some teachers do not participate in such classes because they have to pay for
them. If they are free, more teachers will participate. | think internet charge cards and technological
facilities should be provided by education authorities to meet this need.”

B. “In-service education facilitates teachers’ access to the latest techniques and methods as an online
in-service education creates a continuous and accessible environment for teachers. The use of online
programs would bring about change in teachers’ trend of teaching. They might become familiar with
new materials by searching the net.”

With regard to items twenty one to twenty two, about 70% stated that there should be sufficient
facilities to implement such programs. They stated that the education office or ministry of education
should pay for the internet charges of online programs. In their interview, they pointed out that certain
teaching of computer skills should be taken into count for the lack in computer literacy.

A. “If the education office does not receive fees for such programs or get the fees through method, or it
offers bonus charge for internet connection, that might serve as an incentive; as a results, more
teacherswill participate in such a program.”

B. “Given the advances of information technology and the computer sciences, teachers expect to learn
computer skills which would help them to take advantage of online courses with ease. If such aclassis
offered, teachers will be more motivated to attend online courses. So far, some of our colleagues have
participated in computer classes. With such skills, teachers can use the internet to get needed
materials/test samplesin their filed or for their students.”

With respect to item twenty four, 75% believed that for the sake of the effectiveness of the program,
the participants can be given an opportunity to control the process of their own development and
choose the topics and activities they need to investigate. Similarly, the participants believed INSET
courses should identify their actual needs rather than offer a course just for the sake of presenting such
course. They reported that before carrying out a program, a need analysis should be conducted to hold
the courses in line with their needs. They mentioned that mostly such programs laid less emphasis on
the issues existing in teaching, but focused too much on its theories.

B. “In my opinion, the program for in-service professional development should be something that can
lead to a goal-oriented practice. It can attract us to follow it willingly and continuoudly, and we can
have it as a base to improve our daily teaching, and share our experiences with our colleagues, and of
course, participating in online programs can help us to learn more and further practice toward our
professional development .... "
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C. “As a matter of fact, when talking about the “in-service teacher training program”, we expect that
teachers be directly taken into account. | mean, those who are responsible for holding these programs
should pay attention to our needs, they should offer programs that meet our needs. For the content of
the program, the education experts ask teachers’ opinions, a needs survey has to be conducted. They
should try to design and hold a programin line with those identified interests and working needs. ”

Concerning item 25, 70% believed that today online programs are essentia. As far as the remaining

items are concerned, approximately 40% to 70% respondents stated that traditional programs are
suitable for the computer-illiterate.

6.3 Gender Difference and Years of Experience

To determine whether there is a difference between male participant’s opinions, an independent t-
test was run. The results were presented in tables 3 and 4. According to Table 4, with alpha set at p<
0.05, there is statistically significant mean difference in the perception scores about online in-service
programs according to gender. As seen in table 3, mean of females (M=24.96, SD=14.491) and is
larger than that of males (M=100.50, SD=29.011).

Table3 Mean for Gender

Std. Std. Error
gender N Mean Deviation Mean
variadble male 50 24.96 14.491 2.049
female 100 100.50 29.011 2.901

Table 4 Independent Samples T-Test for Gender Differences

Independent Samples Test
Levene’s Test
for Equality of t-test for Equality of Means
Variances
95%
Sig. Confidence
F Sg o @ e Sfff'e'f;%; Interval of the
tailed) Difference
Lower Upper
Equal i i i
id variances 14.892 0.000 19.608 148 0.000  -75.450 3.848 83.054 67.846
assumed
Equal T 147987 0000 75450 3565 .’ )
variances 21.164 ' ' ' ' 82.495 68.405
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not
assumed

To find out whether there is any difference among teachers’ opinions in terms of years of
experiences, one way ANOVA was carried out (Table 5). It should be mentioned that teachers with
more than one year experience were classified as less experienced and those with more than five years
of experiences were classified as experienced. The results revealed that there is a significance
difference among teachers in terms of years of experience. As the following table shows, the mean of
for the less experienced group (M 5.50) with p=0.00 is smaller than 0.05 and indicates a statistically
meaningful difference among the groups. Thus, years of experience have a meaningful effect on
teacher’s opinion about online in-service programs.

Table5 Mean For Years of Experience

N Mean Std. Std. Error
Y ears of experience Deviation Mean
less than five 10 5.50 3.028 .957
more than ten 140 67.88 40.693 4.132

Table 6 One Way ANOVA For Yearsof Experience

Sum of .
Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
Between 223055.77 3 24351924 178.63 0.000
Groups 1 4
Within = 65768860 146 416.225
Groups
Total 283854.64 149
7. Discussion

Based on the results, it can be clamed that the importance of needs analysis including need
identification, assessment of learners’ abilities, and assessment of the teaching environment should be
taken into account when planning or developing teacher training services, since identifying and
satisfying the needs of teachers determine the applicability of the service that is provided. As regards
the aims of in-service programs, it is expected that training programs should offer opportunity for
teachers’ involvement, commitment and experiential gains, and involve learning by doing. Moreover,
training should aim to provide teachers with proficiency in the execution of given tasks. On the basis of
findings of the current study, the active participation of INSET participants during the application of
these programs should not be ignored. By active participation it means that the participants in the

http://www.ijhcs.com/index.php/ijhcs/index Page 136



Volume?2 Issue4

March 2016

context of online INSET programs can practice by trying out new things, modeling new experiences
while experiencing and trying out new things, the participants can take advantage of opportunities in
order to boost their professional development. The current paper is one of the first study of its kind
evaluating teachers’ opinions regarding on line training courses in Iran. Some studies (TOK & DOS,
2010) conducted in Gaziantep City in Turkey reported that teachers believe that online programs will
increase the teachers’ technology skills and will be more useful than traditional in-service education.
Furthermore, they view online programs as an essential tool needed for teachers’ professional
development. The findings of this paper are in agreement with the above mentioned study.

In general, since the participants of the present study report technological changesin their setting,
accessibility to internet, confidence in their uses of technologies, and their knowledge of these
technology and computer skills, online INSET programs are counted as a necessity. Of course some
respondents acknowledged that they were computer illiterate and would not participate in online
programs. Thus teachers also need some improvement and education in their computer literacy and
internet knowledge to participate in such courses. 44% of respondents preferred attending traditional
programs to collaborate contact with their peers. It seems that in traditional programs collaboration and
actual contact with peers and their lectures has had a positive impact on teachers’ affection especially
among older teachers with more experience.

As the findings indicate the respondents’ opinions supported the merits of online programs
mentioned in the questionnaire. Program holders need to appreciate the advantages of such programs.
Thus when planning a program, they need to consider time flexibility, needs, cost, availability of
internet, and setting. As for gender variable, there were significant differences in the responses of both
males and females. Regarding years of experience, there is difference between less experienced and
more experienced teachers’ opinions. In a nut shell, respondents preferred online training to the
conventional method because of its flexibility and convenience. Online courses could be a convenient
way of perusing professional development for teachers to study from their own location, in their own
time.

8. Conclusion

Planning for a comprehensive in-service teacher professional development program is normally
driven by policy and curriculum reform and organized by national education authorities, However, it is
important that teachers, school administrators, supervisors, and in-service teacher educators be
involved in the planning of both the structure and the content of in-service programs so that both their
needs and their students’ needs are addressed. In particular, if teacher involvement and the inclusion of
classroom realities are taken into account in program design, it would promote teachers’ ownership of
and support for the programs.

The results of the present study revealed that teachers’ attitudes towards online programs were
positive in genera, and the use of a new technology offers opportunities for teachers to participate in
the activities and to collaborate with peers and reflect. However, teachers point out that the planning
and evaluation stages of the online course, the contextual needs of teachers as well as the
characteristics of teachers and their facilities, their internet knowledge and computer literacy need to be
considered. In the current research project, teachers expressed a need for more time and resources such
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as handouts, materials, CDs, etc. to be used for future reference and for classroom use. Therefore,
technologicd infrastructures should be provided by administrative authorities to meet these needs.

Future research should further identify and contrast the impact of teachers’ place of residence
whether in the city or remote villages. Researchers should also consider how government facilities
contribute to implementing programs and what technical and technological infrastructures should be
provided by government authorities. Moreover, another line of research could investigate the content
and resources for offering such courses. The designing of curricula compatible with computer use puts
extra burden on administers’ shoulders. The sample of the current study was small. Conducting the
same study with a bigger sample can yield more or different findings than the ones found in this study.
Administrators should also consider the results of such a study while designing and atering the
materials for teacher education courses.
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Appendix A

Interview questions:

1. What are your opinions about in-service teacher training program (INST) held viaonline?

2. What are the advantages and disadvantages of online INST?

3. What factors should be taken into account in offering online INST?

4. As ateacher, who do you like to attend offer such coursers?

5. What factors encourage teachers to attend online INST?

6. What are the factors that limit attending such programs?

7. What are your suggestions and recommendation on improvement of the process of in such courses?
8. How do you like in-service programs to be announced?

9. In general, do you think the use of online facility in the programs would be useful ? Why? Why not?
10. Should participation in such program be voluntary or obligatory?

Appendix B

Onlinein-service program evaluation (English version)

Directions: Please complete the following survey as completely and honestly as possible.
Name: (optional) -----------------

School: (optional) ----------------

Nationality: ----------=-=----------

Gender: Mae (1 Female [

1- Areyou an English teacher? Yes No [

Qualification: Diploma [1 B.A [1 M.A PhD. [

English Teacher Training: Attended sessions [1 Not Attended [

English Teaching Experience:

Lessthan one year [1 1-2 years [ 3-5 years [] 5-10 years [1 More than 10 years [
Level of computer literacy basic [ intermediate [ advanced [

Do you have accessto Internet at home? Yes [ No [

Would you like to receive an electronic copy of the study results? [ Yes [1 No

To what extent do you agree with the following statements? Circle ONE answer only.

Note: INSET stands for in-service teacher training programs

1=strongly disagree 2=disagree 3=undecided  4=agree
b=strongly agree
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1. | feel at ease with using computer. 1 2 3 45
2.1 think I will participate in online programs. 1 2 3 45
3. | have phobiafor online equipment. 1 2 3 45
4. 1f something goes wrong | will not know what to do to fix it. 1 2 3 45
5. | think participation in online INSET programs should be done voluntarily. 1 2 3 45
6. | favor online INSET to traditional INSET courses. 1 2 3 45
7. | prefer the material to be presented by an expert in the respective field when the

courseis offered. 12345
8. The time schedule of the program should be appropriate for the participants. 1 23 45
9. '_I'r_le instructional activities should provide the active participation of the 1 23 4 5
participants.

10. Instructional activities should meet the INSET needs of the participants. 1 2 3 45
11. Online INSET provides better |earning experiences. 1 2 3 45
12. Online INSET makes the training course more interesting. 1 2 3 45
13. Online INSET gives teachers opportunity to learn more. 1 2 3 45
14. Online INSET enable teachers to interact with each other better. 1 23 45
15._ C_)r_1|ine INSET saves teachers’ time and energy enabling them to attend to other 1 2345
activities, too.

16. Online INSET reduces training costs. 1 2 3 45
17. Online INSET facilitate teachers’ access to the latest techniques and methods. 1 2 3 405
18. Online INSET contributes to teachers’ autonomy. 1 2 3 45
19. Online INSET helpsteachers to keep abreast of new technology 1 2 3 45
20. Online programs can accommodate a large number of teachers at atime. 1 2 3 45
21. Administers should offer sufficient online facilities to implement online INSET 1 2 3 45
22. Administrators should offer courses for teachers with limited computer skills. 1 2 3 405
23. '_I'he a_ccbility of the internet and computer facilities should be taken into 12345
consideration.

24. The INSET needs of participants should be identified during these programs. 1 2 3 45
25. Today online programs are a necessity. 1 2 3 45
26. | think traditional programs are better, when it comes to making teachers actively

involved in the teaching-learning process. 12345
27. 1 think in traditional programs the specific techniques and lessons are modeled by

the trainers better. 12345
28. | think traditional pogroms are suitable for the computer-illiterate. 1 2 3 4
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29. In traditional programs teachers collaborate with their peers more. 1 2 3 45

Online in-service program evaluation (Persian version)
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Reading Amy Tan’s The Kitchen God’s Wife With and Against the Grain of
‘A Sex Which Is Not One.’

Sihem Arfaoui
Women's College of Sciencesand Arts, NBU, Saudi Arabia
aa_sassou@yahoo.com

Abstract

This paper problematizes the traditionalist conception of gender identity in terms of such a
rigid boundary as female castration which is best captured in Luce Irigaray’s notion of “A
Sex which Is Not One.” The sexist also misogynistic load embedded in this particular
discursive formation is doubly affirmed and debunked through The Kitchen God’s Wife
(1991), a novel by the contemporary popular writer Amy Tan. By reading this text with and
against a paradigmatic phallogocentrism, | try to demonstrate that Tan is not only
subservient to and affirmative of gender binary oppositions, even through performing what is
called the phallic masguerade, but also makes of the lack fantasy a more elusive ungraspable
term. Among the conceptual fluidities resulting from the appropriation and reconstruction of
such a Freudian theme is the project of tracing back the protagonist's disregard of femininity
as well as phallic positionings to mythical roots and symbolical structures. Through a gender
analysis of Tan'’s resistant inversion of the Kitchen God’s Wife tale, 1 shall point out a
feminist search for a more equitable system of signification and stress the incongruities and
vulnerabilities of adopting phallocentric frameworks.

Keywords. The Kitchen God’s Wife, Luce Irigaray, gender dichotomies, reading with
and against the grain.
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Reading Amy Tan’s The Kitchen God’s Wife
With and Against the Grain of ‘A Sex Which IsNot One’!

The field of gender studies admits everything but stability, consistence and homogeneity.
Prolific at al levels, as Judith Butler’s Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of
|dentity shows, the area is far from offering the reader a coherent or uniform body of findings
and discussions and, as a result, is inconceivable outside features of splitting and
perspectiveness. Paradoxes, ambiguities, gaps and counter discourses are main aspects of
gender theories, precisely as they engulf such confounding questions and relations as the
metaphysical categories of natural castration or phallic masguerade and penis envy, the three
of which will be dealt with as disputable interdependent foci in the current paper.? Thetrio is
captured in what is becoming a catch-phrase in this essay, the ideology of “a sex which is not
one” which, | suppose, requires areading with and against the grain (Irigaray, “Sex” 254).

My article argues that the intertwined designations natural castration or phallic
masguerade and penis envy are problematically embedded in Amy Tan’s The Kitchen God'’s
Wife as a postmodern text which partakes in bringing further trouble and controversy to the
constructions of femininity in relationship and opposition to masculinity.® By adopting Luce
Irigaray’s phrase “a sex which is not one” as a title, it promises to proceed according to a
reading with and against the mythical grain of feminine lack, that is, in a way that aerts usto
the contributions but aso masculinist defects in certain literary works that follow in the
footsteps of psychoanalytic and feminist insights about gender matters and themes.* The idea
is that, in spite of dismantling biological readings of natural castration and its attributes by
grounding them in cultural apparatuses, Tan’s account of femininity still tends to interpret
gender difference as failure. Indeed, neither referring her misrepresentation of the feminine
gender back to a Confucian world view, an Eastern mouthpiece supportive of “female
secondariness and seclusion”, nor her narrator-protagonist’s desire for a symbolic stature
exonerates the considered text from perpetuating masculinist ideologies (Croll 13).°

On the basis of a Freudian / Lacanian story which is founded on a binary structure, | will
back up my reading of The Kitchen God’s Wife with specific terminology and theoretical

! The title of the essay draws on Luce Irigaray, “The Sex Which is Not One,” in From Modernism to
Postmodernism: An Anthology, 1996, ed. by Lawrence Cahoone (Malden: Blackwell Publishing Ltd, 2003): 254-
258. Further references to this essay in parentheses will be shortened into “Sex”. I will follow a similar strategy
with other long article or book titles in processing parenthetical references, that is, by citing just the first word in
thetitle of the article or book, without counting demonstrative articles as words.

2| am borrowing the key term counter discourse to describe theoretical and practical challenges to well-
established assumptions (Ashcroft et. al).

% Note that | am using the 1991 edition of The Kitchen God’s Wife, published by Ivy in New Y ork. Forthcoming
parenthetical references to thistext will appear simply as Kitchen.

Asto my reference to the attribute postmodern, it simply chronicles any form of writing rejecting the modern
preoccupations with “the purity of form and technique”, such as Tan’s conscious trusting of her stories to
incoherent narrators (Hutchinson).

* It might be helpful noting that myth and mythical in this particular essay simply register whatever does not
correspond to reality, or whatever is based on common fantasies that do not necessarily rely on logic. Asto the
use of the attribute masculinist, it tries to illustrate any preference of or exaggerated reliance on the reliability
and righteousness of masculine aspects and roles.

® My references to the symbolic play on the process of functioning with a sign system as a subject, rather than as
an object (Roudiez 19).
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discoveries reviewed, mainly, by Luce Irigaray, Judith Butler and Rosalind Minsky. Thisis
because much of the negativist constructions of the feminine gender in the selected work are
motivated as well as questioned by the informative, yet, problematic, results achieved in both
psychoanalysis and feminism.! Within this controversial frame, the essay will shed light on
Winnie Louie’s self-contempt as a cultural construct, rather than a biological given, and
demonstrate how her disturbed ego-formation is strongly embedded with a misogynist
ideological system. Last, | will scrutinize the notion of penis envy in connection with
“women’s masculine self-fashioning” and look into the protagonist’s subversion of phallic
signifiers as a polemical feminist search for a more equitable system of signification (Schoene
286).

In its dippery recognition also disruption of the recurrent and central proposition about
women’s natural invisibility, Tan’s gender framework seems to have everything to do with an
oppositional conceptual paradigm which we always encounter in the analyses of Sigmund
Freud, in those of his advocates and even in the attacks of his critics.” Now becoming
classical, the latter’s dichotomous thinking could be said to hinge on such asymmetrica
categories as the clitoris “as a little penis which is pleasurable to masturbation” and the vagina
as an organ that “derives its value from the ‘home’ it offers the male penis when the now
forbidden hand must find a substitute to take its place in giving pleasure” (Irigaray, “Sex”
254).

In her mockingly re-interpretive criticism of the Freudian implicit insights, Irigaray states
that the above differentiation, among other ones, almost suggests undermining woman’s
erogenous zones to the sole benefit of a “valued phallic organ,” whereby the clitoris stands as
nothing less than “a hole-envelope, a sheath which surrounds and rubs the penis during
coition; a nonsex organ or a masculine sex turned inside out in order to caress itself” (“Sex”
254). According to Irigaray’s recuperative censure of Freud, absence or negativity originates
in invisibility and is closely tied to a system of signification wherein a woman’s “sex organ
represents the horror of having nothing to see” (“Sex” 255). Even in her other book Speculum
of the Other Woman, Irigaray comments that “[n]othing to be seen is equivalent to having no
thing. No being and no truth,” a claim that leaves every woman with a “sexual void” (48).

Nevertheless, what is of interest to usin the involved reflections, especially if we attempt
a reading against what | would term the naturalistic grain of the above analysis, is their
erroneous tendency to see a woman'’s inferiority as being a purely genetic matter, in addition
to other deficiencies. The fact of confronting this traditionalist view with the intervention of
domestic structures and culture, in the creation of unequal but separate spheres for men and
women, leads to the notion that the Freudian insights are, in essence, biologically-packed and
blind to other dynamics such as the effects of language and paid versus unpaid productivity on
gender formation (Minsky 17).

! Dated back to Ferdinand de Saussure, binarism can be defined according to its concern with “violent
hierarchies” wherein the first partner in the opposition is dominant and the second is other, dominated (Ashcroft
et. a).

2 For this particular reason, in the remainder of my essay, | will speak of Freudianism to account for the
continuity of the Freudian tradition and the broad influence of its terminology and conceptions on Western
philosophies, in general.
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Respectively resonant with Freudian female castration but encompassed rather in a
structural outline is the Lacanian principle of phallic masguerade which could be identified as
the (non)position of women within language, also used in exchange with “‘[bJeing’ the
phallus” as a mae sign (Butler 44). Interpreting Lacan, Butler explains that “[to] be the
phallus is to be the ‘signifier’ of the desire of the other and to appear as this signifier [...] to
reflect the power of the phallus, to signify that power, to ‘embody’ the phallus, to supply the
site to which it penetrates” (44). Hence, the phrase living the masquerade speaks of women as
they play “the part man has assigned to [them] — the ‘not man’, ‘the lack’, a fictional
complement to himself”, i.e. perform the “‘natural’ ‘feminine behaviour’” that patriarchal
societies expect of women such as wife, mother, little girl, housewife, mother-in-law, baby
doll, iron lady, and so on (Minsky 161).

In parallel with Lacan’s illuminating structuralist analysis, women’s rejection of their
feminine identity is, in origin, shaped after the social inequalities between men and women
which are, largely, rooted in the interference of what Friedrich Engels calls the master / ave
hierarchy, which not only affects private family relationships but also constructs global
gender roles. Hence, in line with Engels’ image of the husband as “‘the bourgeois’ and of the
wife as “‘the proletariat’, Irigaray cites a woman’s inclusion “in the exchange market only
as a commodity” (sic., Speculum 118)." In explicit terms, Irigaray is right in suggesting that
there is no single space for a normal sexual development, as long as “the commodities
themselves have nothing to ask or say, no desire or need to express, no sale or purchase to
make on their own account” (Speculum 118). Hence, apart from women’s different anatomy,
their different position in language and economy affects their understanding of femininity and
the world’s pejoratively.?

With regard to this indefinite theoretical agenda, which is proposed to allow glimpses of
Tan’s text as both embodying and interrogating certain gender controversial notions, the
following section tries to establish that The Kitchen God’s Wife could be, at the same time,
read as phallocentric but also transcendent of phallocentrism.® It addresses itself to a close
scrutiny of Winnie’s journey as a contentious instance. At first glance, the novel seemsto take
the fantasy of female castration and its consequent features at face value. However, its deep
examination enables us to decipher the intricate ways in which the question of femae
invisibility is adapted and traced back, above all, to the pivotal requirements of patriarchal
structures. | will show that Winnie has yielded to the falseness of castrated womanhood, as a
repressive complex which is subtly engrained in concepts such as self-effacement, to the

! Irigaray is citing Friedrich Engels’ The Origin of the Family, Private Property, and the Sate (New York:
International Publishers, 1972): 137.

2 Although enlightening of the domestic-cultural building-up of a woman’s sense of lack, the considered
revisions are still contaminated with essentialist fissures. The troublesome aspect that provides ample ground for
undercutting their convincing vigour lies in what Butler terms the “globalizing reach” and “failure to
acknowledge the specific cultural operations of gender oppression” which is liable to constitute “a kind of
epistemological imperialism” (13). This particular criticism points out that the gender perspectives reviewed so
far are silent on natural castration in its entrenchment in such unsteady and unpredictable cultural prisms as
ethnicity, race and hybridity.

% I expand Rosalind Minsky’s classification of phallocentrism as a major short-coming in Freud’s theory ----
given that “his construction of gender and the inherent quality within his categories of ‘masculine’ and
‘feminine’, seem to centre obsessively around the father and the male genital organ”--- to envelope and affect a
major body of gender studies, and their literary adaptations, in varying degrees (63).
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degree that she ends up amost defending the natural righteousness in the opposition between
mal e favoritism and femal e worthlessness.

Tan’s The Kitchen God’s Wife destabilizes the argument about women’s sexual inaptness
as a natural given per se so as to deepen its intrinsic connection with the exclusive
configuration of patriarchal cultures. Through the central character’s contemplation of an
early life span in China, during the Japanese occupation, which is replete with exploitation,
abortion, inhibition and rape, despite devotion, diligence and selflessness, Tan’s book
demonstrates that Winnie’s conviction in female inferiority is picked up and imposed by a
religious political organism which is founded on purely oppressive gender codes that form the
backbone of Winnie’s growth from a little girl to a mature woman (Kitchen 208-210; 246-
247, 505).

The narrative bulk of The Kitchen God’s Wife mirrors the overt and covert means through
which culture filters and reinforces the association between the notions of lack, absence and
femininity. It alows us to scrutinize women’s low status as second-class citizens, as an
outcome of how Winnie “was raised---never to criticize men or the society they ruled, or
Confucius” (Kitchen 325). Apart from the fact that, back in China, Winnie is brought up as a
spoiled girl in a bourgeois milieu that embraces rather Western culture commodities, her later
ritualistic preparation for marital life is starkly impregnated with traditional doctrines about
feminine demureness (Kitchen 106). Right before Winnie’s wedding, for instance, her father
puts it bluntly to her: “‘From now on [...] consider what your husband’s opinions are. Y ours
do not matter so much anymore™ (Kitchen 178). As surrogate mothers, even Winnie’s aunts
instruct her to believe in her husband and his service as sacramental (Kitchen 162-3).

As aresult of such indoctrination, Winnie’s restrained will throughout the novel becomes
understandable, to a large extent. Giving her tyrant husband the upper hand in their conjugal
relationship, Winnie diligently humbles herself to fulfil her domestic obligations, spends her
dowry money on entertaining her husband and his fellows and resigns to whatever assaults
throughout series of chastising intimidations. Ironically, her prevalent function as the angel in
the house culminates with her public censure in Chinese mass media as a bad wife and
mother, leading, eventually